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Onge again, it is mmy pleasure to submit our annual an'mp sreport for 1995, The @fforts «of cour :agricultural lindusty e
displayed ashe acreage, yield:and gross value:of commadities producedin Santa Clara‘County. ‘The'total:grosswalie
of Santa Clata {Caunty's agricultural production for 1995 was $158;686,000, a-decrease of $3 million from 1994,

Mushrooms remain ‘Santa Clara County’s numberone agricu&ura'l crop with a 1995 gross value of $34,789/000. Whis
represents .an increase of more than $4,000,000 from the 1894 value. The increase can be attributed o better
production yields. '

Nursery crops, whiich include bedding plants, indoor decorative plants, and ornamental frees and shrubs, remainsd ke
rumber two crop in 1995 with a value of $24.8 million. The value of the 1995:ursery crop was $800/000 higher #ian
the 1984 valye, primarily due to increased plantings in bedding plants and omamentals.

The value of county’s number three crop, cut flowers, decreased dramatically in 1995, dropping almost $6:miftiion froth

_ the 1994 value. Losses can be attributed to foreign competition, which led to lower prices in - many flowers, aswell &%

a reduction in the amount of area under production. N :

Fruit and nut crops decreased by $2.4 million in 1995 to a total of $11.5 million. The decrease ccan ibe ttributed ©
the 1995 cherry crop, which experienced a $2.2 million decrease due to poor yields from untimely weathar.

The value of the county’s vegetable crops increased in 1995 almost $8 million over 1994 to a total 'of '$84.3 it
Mushrooms, leaf lettuce, corn, celery, pumpkins, cucumbers and garlic accounted for the 1995 increase in valde.

The value of Santa Clara County's milk and egg production increased sfightly to a combined value of $5.1 willioh for
1995, despite a decrease in the number of egg producers. The vaiue of livestock and pouitry dropped by dlmost §2
million in 1995 to approximately $7 miflion. The decrease can be attributed to a drop in beef and swine prices.

f would fike to express my thanks for the continuing cooperation of all individuals, growers and agendies witio fﬁéﬂé
contributed the information necessary for the preparation of this report. | would also like to acknowledge e
contributions of my staff, and especially Joe Ferrari and Lisa Wallace, who compiled this report.

Sincerely,
Mw“)«.«v&%&

Greg Man Wassenhove
Agricultural Commissionet/Sealer
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