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It is my pleasure to submit the 1998 agricultural crop report for Santa Clara County. The
efforts of our agricultural industry are displayed as the acreage, yield and gross value of
" commodities produced in Santa Clara County. The total gross value of Santa Clara
County’s agricultural production for 1998 was $159,769,360, an increase of $7 million
from 1997. ' .

Mushrooms remain Santa Clara County’s number one agricultural crop with 2 1998 gross |
value of $34,488,000. Nursery crops increased nearly 15% in value and continued as the
second leading crop in 1998 with a value of $29,185,000.

The value of the County’s number three crop, cut flowers, increased from $15,139,670 in
1997 to a 1998 value of $16,261,000. The value of the cut flower crop rose because
increased flower prices more than offset a reduction in the amount of area under
production. : ' -

Many crops experienced signiﬁcant decreases in 1998 due the effects of a strong El Niiio
weather pattern. The yields of many fruit and nut crops were adversely affected by the
weather as were strawberries, garlic, and grain crops. : .

Vegetable crops as a whole increased nearly $5.5 million in 1998 to total $80.2 million.
This increase can be attributed to the expanded production of specialty lettuce varieties
and an increase in the acreage and value of organically-produced vegetable crops.

Please note the valuations in this report represent gross returns to producers and do not |
indicate net profit. In addition, some totals are subject to rounding.

1 would like to express my appreciation for the continuing cooperation of all individuals,
growers and agencies who have contributed the information necessary for the preparation
of this report. 1 wish to thank my staff and, in particular, acknowledge the efforts of
Evelyn Ferrari and the late Joe Ferrari who made the publication of this report possible.

Lfdte

Van Wassenhove
Agricultiral Commissioner / Sealer
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