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TEST RESULT DECISION TREE
Isolation and Quarantine Recommendations While Awaiting and After Receiving COVID-19 Test Results

NEW - Fully vaccinated individuals may not be required to quarantine, if they meet certain conditions. See sccstayhome.org for more info.

1. If not tested, obtain medical note (explaining why not tested) OR follow instructions for positive case.) Fully vaccinated individuals must be tested if symptomatic
2. If test done earlier than 6 days after last exposure to case, repeat testing towards the end of the quarantine period. If not tested, quarantine for 10 days.
3. If person is a household contact and is continuously exposed, quarantine starts once the case’s isolation period ends and continues as directed above.
4. Individuals who have been fully vaccinated may not need to quarantine if they meet certain conditions, see sccstayhome.org for more information

SYMPTOMATIC 
COVID-19 symptoms: YES

Close contact: NO 

Isolate immediately while 
awaiting test results 

Return to 
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24 hrs after 
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Negative Positive

SCREENING
COVID-19 symptoms: NO

Close contact: NO 

Continue at school/work 
while awaiting test results 

Continue at 
school/work

Isolate for at 
least 10 days 
and at least 

24 hours after 
fever 

resolution & 
improvement 

in other 
symptoms 

Negative Positive 

CLOSE-CONTACT4

COVID-19 symptoms: YES or NO 
Close contact: YES 

Quarantine immediately 
while awaiting test results 

Yes NoSymptoms now
(If develop symptoms later, 

see below.)

Positive

Quarantine for 10 days3

from last exposure but 
must continue 

monitoring for symptoms 
for a full 14 days 

Isolate for at least 10 days 
from last exposure and at 
least 24 hours after fever 

resolution & improvement in 
other symptoms 

Negative Negative

Positive

COVID test 
on Day 6 or later 

from last exposure2

Quarantine for at least 10 
days3 from last exposure and
at least 24 hours after fever 

resolution & improvement in 
other symptoms

Isolate and COVID 
test immediately2

If symptoms 
develop on or
before Day 10

If symptoms 
develop 

between 
Day 11-14

COVID test 
immediately1
COVID test 

immediately1 COVID test

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/contact-tracing.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/contact-tracing.aspx
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