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County Leaders Launch Human Trafficking Awareness Campaign 
 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CA—This morning, Supervisor Cindy Chavez, VTA General Manager Nuria 

Fernandez, Sheriff Laurie Smith, District Attorney Jeff Rosen and SCC Office of Women’s Policy Director 

Esther Peralez-Dieckmann unveiled the Santa Clara County Human Trafficking Awareness Campaign.  
 

“The timing of the campaign is deliberate, as the Super Bowl is now a little over two months away”, said 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez. “With the influx of visitors and attention our County will receive, we want our 

residents to be particularly vigilant.” 
 

In the upcoming month, VTA riders and County residents and visitors will see multiple images and 

messages provided by Andrew “A.J.” Wassell, winner of the District Attorney’s “Justice for All” high 

school poster contest, and the National Human Trafficking Resource Center in VTA light rail cars, buses 

and bus shelters throughout the county.  
 

The campaign is the result of the work of the County Human Trafficking Commission that Supervisor 

Chavez co-chairs with Sheriff Smith and District Attorney Rosen. VTA General Manager Fernandez is a 

member of the Human Trafficking Commission. Her leadership launched the first round of human 

trafficking trainings and provided crucial VTA space for this campaign. The first week of VTA trainings 

generated 8 tips to our law enforcement and resulted in the rescue of a 3-year-old boy.  
 

"VTA’s transit personnel interact with the public on a daily basis, and because of that, they are in a 

unique position to help identify and put an end to human trafficking,” said VTA General Manager Nuria 

Fernandez. 
 

With the help of more informed residents and visitors, County law enforcement will be able to pursue a 

greater number of perpetrators and criminal networks as well as rescue and empower a greater number 

of survivors. 
 

The campaign begins today and will continue through the New Year. 
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