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Board Takes Step Toward Bond Measure on November Ballot  

Survey of Likely Voters Shows Strong Support for Affordable Housing  

Encouraged by results of a survey that shows strong support for public investment 

in affordable housing in Santa Clara County, the Board of Supervisors took a first 

step toward putting an Affordable Housing Bond measure on the November 8 

ballot that would generate funding for housing projects. 

On a motion from Supervisor Cindy Chavez, the Board voted, 4-0, at its Tuesday, 

April 26, meeting for administrators to return to the Board on June 7 with details 

of a bond measure, including a framework on how funds generated from a 

general obligation bond would be invested. The Board further asked for a 

resolution to consider at its June 21 meeting that would include more details 

about how the bond would be structured and its oversight.   The deadline for the 

measure to be included on the Ballot is August 12.  Supervisor Joe Simitian was 

traveling and could not attend Tuesday’s meeting.  
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Supervisor Chavez and Supervisor Mike Wasserman served on the Housing Task 

Force, which recommended the development of funding revenue tools 

throughout the County for to address affordable housing needs.  

“Our polling results shows a very strong concern among voters about our lack of 

affordable housing as well as support for a measure to pay for it,” said Board 

President Dave Cortese. “Now we need to get down to the details so that our 

voters have a clear picture of what we are asking them to support.” 

San Jose leaders have also been closely involved in the County’s exploration of a 

potential affordable housing bond and Mayor Sam Liccardo offered his support of 

efforts to generate a revenue stream for affordable housing. 

"We are facing an affordable housing crisis in our community, with thousands of 
families struggling to keep up with rising housing costs," said San Jose Mayor Sam 
Liccardo. “I am pleased to join Supervisor Cortese in exploring a countywide bond 
measure that will generate much-needed funds to advance critical housing 
strategies. I thank Supervisor Cortese for his leadership on this issue and look 
forward to continuing our partnership to move this effort forward.” 
 

The County hired EMC Research to survey likely voters to determine the support 

for revenue measures to fund County programs, and the firm conducted phone 

interviews in late March and early April.  Half of the 805 surveyed were asked 

about support for a bond measure and the others were asked about a charter 

fund in which money would be set aside from existing funding without a tax 

increase.  Nearly two-thirds of respondents favored the measures, which is the 

threshold needed for ballot measure approval.  

The survey results also showed strong support for more housing for 

disadvantaged residents, including homeless individuals and families, low-income 

households, seniors and veterans. 

Click here for a report from EMC Research. Click here to watch a video of the April 

26 Board of Supervisors’ meeting. The Affordable Housing Measure is Item No. 

19.  

For other questions or to arrange an interview, contact Supervisor Cortese’s office 

at 408-299-5030.  
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