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News Conference Alert  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 21, 2014 
 

Contact: Lara McCabe, 
Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese 
408-299-5030 or 408-712-4142 (mobile)  

Cortese Re-opening Senior On-site Facilities for Cooking Seniors’ 

Meals at Centers 

WHAT:           In an effort to improve meals served at senior nutrition centers, 

Supervisor Dave Cortese is asking that the County invest additional 

budget dollars so that food can be cooked on-site at the centers that 

have kitchens. The proposal will be heard at the Children, Seniors, and 

Family Committee meeting on May 29, 2014 and then again during the 

Santa Clara County Budget Hearings in June.  

                   The County would work with the City of San Jose to restore this 

service.   

WHEN:           Thursday, May 22, 2014, at 11 a.m.   

WHERE:        Alma Senior Center, 136 W. Alma Avenue, San Jose 

DETAILS:       Because of budget shortfalls, the City of San Jose in 2011 started 

having meals cooked at a few centers and then transported to others. 

Since then, many seniors have complained about the poor quality of 

meals provided at these sites, the limited food options and the loss of 

freshness and nutritional value.  Seniors with transportation who 

receive meals at catered sites have been shifting to cook-on-site 

centers, which overburdens those sites and diminishes the attendance 

at catered sites. Some have stopped visiting the centers altogether 

event though this may be their only meal of the day.  

                 The 11 centers in San Jose that have kitchens are Alma, Almaden, 

Berryessa, Cypress, Evergreen, Gardner, Mayfair, Roosevelt, Seven 

Trees, Southside and Willows. Currently, meals are cooked at the 

Mayfair and Seven Trees centers and at a commercial kitchen in Santa 

Clara run by Bateman, the senior nutrition contractor.  
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