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Board Approves Joint Study on South Bay Shoreline’s Future  
County and Santa Clara Valley Water District to Explore Uses, Possibilities  

Santa Clara County and the Santa Clara Valley Water District are poised to launch 

a thorough study of the South Bay Shoreline, including its use as an emergency 

access port and its future as a waterfront destination for recreation and tourism. 

The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously on Tuesday, April 12, 2016, to 

support Board President Dave Cortese’s initiative to launch the joint study, which 

could also explore land use, flood control, conservation and long-term issues of 

climate change and rising sea levels.  

“We have the opportunity to shape the future of the South Bay Shoreline,” said 

Cortese. “As we engage our natural partners and the public, we can develop a 

shared vision and plan for this special area and its precious resources.”  

The study, Cortese said, is a starting point, and could bring in other regional and 

local agencies and cities and that have influence over the San Francisco Bay 

Shoreline and an interest in its future. In Santa Clara County, the South Bay 

Shoreline extends from Milpitas to Palo Alto. 
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At Tuesday’s meeting, the Board directed administration to prepare a work plan 

with the SCVWD and report to the Housing, Land Use, Environment and 

Transportation Committee in August.  

In his State of the County speech, Supervisor Cortese proposed that the Alviso 

Marina, which has a navigable waterway next to the Don Edwards National 

Wildlife Refuge, be prepared for use as an emergency access port in the event 

that a natural disaster close roads and airports.   

He also noted that hundreds of schoolchildren have enjoyed exploring the Alviso 

Marina County Park from boats operated by the Sheriff’s Department, a project 

that Supervisor Cortese’s Office launched last year. Future boat tours will be 

operated by the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department.  

For more information, please contact the Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 

408-299-5030. 

 


