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Board Advances Initiatives to Support Immigrants, Help Homeless 
Action also moves forward an ordinance proposal to curb illegal dumping 

 

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors took steps on Tuesday, November 15, toward 

advancing ordinances and programs that support immigrants, provide temporary shelter for 

homeless residents and help residents keep neighborhoods clean. The Board also supported a 

moratorium on construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline.  

The initiatives were proposed by Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors’ President Dave 

Cortese. 

The Board unanimously approved investing $200,000 in a New Americans Fellowship pilot 

program for DACA-eligible immigrant youth who are now allowed to work legally.  The 10 

fellowships will be split into six-month sessions beginning in January 2017, and participants will 

be supervised by the Office of Immigrant Relations.  

The fellows will research public safety, financial literacy and empowerment, civic engagement 

and education services, with the intent of helping other immigrants countywide who struggle in 

these areas and may not know that help exists.  

For example, the focus on public safety will be on bridging relationships between law 

enforcement and the immigrant community; civic engagement will provide outreach to 

immigrants on ESL classes and government; education services will ensure that immigrants 
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know their rights as tenants and as employees; and financial literacy will help strengthen their 

finances and run small businesses. 

The Board also voted to direct staff to develop an ordinance that would require immigration 

consultants to be licensed. This will assist the Notario Investigation Unit to combat fraud 

inflicted on immigrants seeking citizenship or who want to apply for one of President Obama’s 

administrative relief programs, such as DACA and DAPA.  A proposal would be considered in 

board committees and then by the full Board.   

“Given the transition in Washington, it is now very important to have extra assistance to ensure 
the immigrant community members are aware of their rights and have the legal services to 
protect themselves,” said Board President Dave Cortese.  “The fellows will boost our promotion 
of immigrants’ integration into our communities.” 
 
Responding to immediate concerns about homelessness, the Board also directed staff to work 

on plans that would establish a tiny house village to provide temporary housing and services for 

homeless individuals and families and a safe parking village and services for people who live in 

their vehicles. No money has been budgeted for either plan, and both will be heard by the 

Housing, Land Use, Environment and Transportation Committee in January 2017.  

 

On an amendment by Supervisor Cindy Chavez, the board also requested a staff report that 

would provide more details on how the County’s Housing Bond funding would be handled. 

While there are 40,000 more votes to be counted in the November 8 election, Measure A is 

expected to be approved.   

After hearing many complaints from residents about piles of trash in their neighborhoods, the 

Board approved another Cortese referral for an ordinance to strengthen penalties for illegal 

dumping in unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County. The County will also explore working 

with CalTrans on removing litter and garbage near freeways.  

The Board also adopted a resolution to support a moratorium on the construction of the 

Dakota Access Pipeline.  The creation of the 1,172- mile Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) would 

carry over half a million barrels of dirty crude oil from the Bakken oil fields in North Dakota, 

through South Dakota and Iowa to Illinois to connect to other pipelines bringing oil to the East 

Coast and Gulf.  Residents from Santa Clara County with ethnic ties to the Sioux nation spoke at 

the Board meeting and urged the supervisors to adopt the resolution. 

For more information on these issues or interviews, please contact the Office of Supervisor 

Dave Cortese at 408-299-5030.  Reports are attached to the November 15 Board of Supervisors 

Agenda.   
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