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Board Approves Investing $8.3 Million in Winter Shelters 

360 More Homeless Will Have Beds and Services During Wet Months 
 

With the chilly weather months approaching, the Santa Clara County Board of 

Supervisors approved a five-year Cold Weather Shelter Program that will provide 

360 more beds a year for homeless individuals through 2021. 

At their meeting on Tuesday, September 13, Supervisors voted to invest $5.8 

million to provide emergency shelter and services for 130 homeless people a year 

at the Gilroy Armory and for 125 a year at the North County Winter Shelter in 

Sunnyvale.  The shelters will be operated by HomeFirst of Santa Clara County.  

“Our ultimate goal, of course, is to provide permanent housing and services for 

our homeless population throughout the County,” said Board President Dave 

Cortese. “But we need to shelter as many people as we can in the meantime and 

especially during wet weather.” 
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On a vote of 4-0, the Board also approved $2.5 million to provide beds 

and   services for 35 homeless families at the Arturo Ochoa Migrant Center in 

Gilroy operated by St. Joseph’s Family Center.  Supervisor Mike Wasserman was 

absent because of illness. 

Quote from Supervisor Wasserman  here: 

The North County shelter in Sunnyvale will also require $3 million in 

improvements to turn a warehouse at 999 Hamlin Court into a shelter, and the 

involvement of nearby neighbors and business owners in its operation. The 

County hosted four community meetings, which led to a plan addressing concerns 

about security and handling any problems that might arise.  Construction is 

expected to be completed on November 15.  

Last winter, HomeFirst operated a 100-bed cold weather shelter at the former 

Onizuka Air Force Station, which replaced beds lost through the closing of the 

Sunnyvale National Guard Armory in 2013. 

Quote from Supervisor Simitian:  

Also last year, the Board approved funding to ensure that five shelters or 

transitional housing facilities were operating at full capacity year-round.  The 

Board’s actions increased the number of emergency shelter beds by about 240 

beds each night, including 100 at the HomeFirst’s Boccardo Reception Center in 

San Jose.  

Click here for a report on the Cold Weather Shelter Program. For information, call 

the Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 408-299-5030. 
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