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County Approves Housing Task Force Plan to Help Homeless 

 

While continuing to work toward developing permanent affordable 

housing for homeless individuals and families, the Santa Clara County 

Board of Supervisors unanimously approved investing $17 million for 

shelter and services that can be delivered in the short-term. 

 

At its meeting on September 15, the Board approved nearly two dozen 

measures at a cost of $13.2 million for one-time projects and $3.8 

million in yearly investments.   

 

The recommendations were the work of County staff and the Housing 

Task Force, which was appointed by Board President Dave Cortese early 

this year to look for solutions to the growing housing crisis, especially 

among the estimated 6,600 people in Santa Clara County who have no 

place to stay on any given night.  

 

“The ultimate solution to the crisis, of course, is to create more 

affordable housing,” Cortese said. “But that long-term solution is little 

comfort to people who are sleeping outside night after night right now.  

We need solutions like these that we can get up and running quickly.” 
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The Board’s action on Tuesday will add 585 beds year-round through 

programs that increase the capacity for emergency facilities, provide 

vouchers for hotel and motel rooms and fund shelter in other temporary 

facilities. 

 

The proposals also aim to: 

. 

 Increase the number of drop-in centers throughout the County so that 

an additional 100 individuals a day have access to basic services. 

 Increase the number of faith-based organizations that would be 

willing to provide basic services, emergency shelter or transitional 

housing. 

 Create pilot programs that would provide 100 homeless and formerly 

homeless individuals with employment, training, education 

opportunities and recovery services. 

 Establish a countywide client engagement team engage with and refer 

to services to about 500 individuals or family members a year. 

 Explore a Safe Parking Program that would allow people who live in 

their cars to park overnight without disruption. 

The Task Force, which has been meeting since May, will continue to 

meet until December 4, and will provide a full report to the Board. The 

next meeting of the Housing Task Force is at 9 a.m. on October 9 in the 

Board Chambers at the County Government Center, 70 West Hedding 

St., San Jose.  

 

Click here to read the implementation plan. For questions or an 

interview, call the Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 408-299-5030. 

 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/d3/Documents/HTF%20Implementation%20Plan.pdf

