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Supervisors Approve Ordinance to Deter Road Rage on County Highways and 

Expressways 

 

Users of Santa Clara County highways and expressways have a new tool to fight 

road rage, whether they are driving cars, riding bicycles or walking.  

Responding to complaints from bicyclists who say they have been threatened and 

endangered by motorists, the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, October 20, 

approved an ordinance that would allow them to file a civil lawsuit against 

another person for hostile behavior and, if successful, could collect up to $1,000.  

Supported by the County’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, the issue 

was brought to the board by Supervisor Dave Cortese nearly a year ago. At his 

request, the proposed ordinance was broadened to include acts of road rage 

suffered by anyone on County roads, including motorists, cyclists, pedestrians or 

equestrians.  

“While motorists and cyclists have become more aware of each other, especially 

on narrow roads, bad behavior still happen all too frequently,” said Supervisor 
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Cortese. “This ordinance will allow victims to take legal civil action and could be a 

deterrent to these acts of harassment.” 

Examples of bad behavior witnessed on County roadways include motorists 

driving too closely to cyclists or pedestrians, making threats and cutting them off 

roadways or throwing objects. 

Besides the ordinance, the Board’s action on Tuesday focuses attention on other 

ways the County has to reduce conflicts on roadways: 

 Education and outreach – Provide road users with safety tips and 

information on best practices in sharing the road. 

 Road engineering – creating buffer zones between bikes and cars by 

redesigning roads, making bike lanes more visible and building bike-only 

paths parallel to the roads. 

 Increased enforcement -- Targeting areas that are frequented by bicyclists 

and motorists to deter hostile behavior. 

Click here for a report on the ordinance and safety measures. For more 

information or an interview, call the Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 408-299-

5030.  
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