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“All the Way Home” Campaign to End Veteran Homelessness Launches on 

Veterans Day 2015 

City, County and Housing Authority join forces to house over 700 homeless 

veterans 

Nov 11, 2015 – Today, Mayor Sam Liccardo and Supervisor Dave Cortese 

announced they will honor the service of more than 700 veterans currently living 

on the streets and in shelters in San José and Santa Clara County by launching “All 

the Way Home,” a campaign to end veteran homelessness by 2017. 

The campaign, which is a collaboration of the City of San Jose, Santa Clara County 

and the Housing Authority, has set a goal of housing all of the estimated 700 

homeless veterans, which make up about 10 percent of the 6,556 homeless 
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people living in Santa Clara County. Nearly half of the homeless veteran 

population is considered chronically homeless. 

“I’m pleased to join Supervisor Cortese as we work toward the important goal of 

honoring the service of our veterans by making sure all of them have a home to 

call their own,” said Mayor Liccardo. “By focusing our resources and maximizing 

our communities’ commitment, we can end veteran homelessness in our 

community.” 

Said Supervisor Cortese, “No man or woman who has served their country should 

sleep under a bridge at night.  We at the County are committed to stepping up 

our efforts and sharpening our focus on creating housing solutions for homeless 

veterans. Together, we can address this community crisis.” 

In addition to resources that the City, the County and Housing Authority currently 

allocate for the homeless, including veterans, the City and the County have 

identified new money to specifically address the problem of veteran 

homelessness. The City of San Jose will be committing up $6 million for new 

housing opportunities that could serve more than 100 veterans. Recently, the 

Board of Supervisors authorized an additional $1.5 million a year (on going 

funding) in housing and services for homeless veterans. The Housing Authority 

has $7.445 million in federal funds available each year through Veterans Affairs 

(federally supported) Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers. 

“The partnership between the City of San Jose, the County of Santa Clara and 

Housing Authority of the County of Santa Clara on this campaign is a natural one,” 

said Jennifer Loving, Executive Director of the County’s Destination: Home. “Our 

community will end veteran homelessness in partnership with the federal 

government.” 

The “All the Way Home” campaign also will work with landlords and apartment 

owners to increase access to rental units for homeless veterans and their families. 

For information, contact Julia.burkhead@hacsc.org.  Outreach will additionally be 

made to corporations and faith based groups to aid with housing development, 
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land acquisition, access to rental units, financial assistance and services. Other 

initiatives are in the planning stages and will be announced in future phases of the 

campaign.  

 
 
 

Homeless Veterans in Santa Clara County  
There are currently 703 homeless veterans in Santa Clara County, 683 are single and 
20 are living in families. Females comprise 13% of single homeless veterans and 65% 
of homeless veterans in families. 314 veterans are considered chronically homeless, 
which is 46% of the homeless veteran population. Only 37% of homeless veterans 

are sheltered, with 63% unsheltered.  71% of homeless veterans were living in this county when they 
most recently became homeless. Additionally, 8% were in a hospital or treatment facility just prior to 
becoming homeless and 23% are experiencing homelessness for the first time. 

Many U.S. veterans experience conditions that 
place them at increased risk for homelessness, 
including higher rates of Post-traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD), Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), 
sexual assault and physical disability. Veterans 
experiencing homelessness are more likely to live 
on the street than in shelters and often remain on 
the street for extended periods of time. 1

 

       
 

About the Campaign 
The “All the Way Home” campaign is targeted at ending veteran homelessness. The City of San Jose, the 
County of Santa Clara, the Housing Authority of the County of Santa Clara and Destination: Home are 
collaborating to address this community crisis. It is inspired by First Lady Michelle Obama’s 2015 
Mayors Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness, in partnership with the Veteran’s Administration and 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The campaign will work with landlords and apartment owners 
to increase access to rental units for homeless veterans and their families. Outreach will also be made to 
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corporations and faith based groups to aid with land acquisition, housing development, access to rental 
units, financial assistance and services.  

 

Funding Committed to End Veteran Homelessness 
The City of San Jose will be committing up to $6 million for new housing opportunities that could serve 
more than 100 veterans. Recently, the Board of Supervisors authorized an additional $1.5 million a year 
in housing and services for homeless veterans. The Housing Authority annually has up to $7.445 million 
available through Veterans Affairs (federally supported) Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers. 

 

The Need 
Santa Clara County has one of the most expensive rental markets in the nation.  With vacancy rates at 
an all time low, we need our community partners to work with us to match veterans with housing units, 
ensuring that we are able to bring them All The Way Home.  The Housing Authority estimates that $3.835 

million of our VASH funding eligibility of $7.445 million (51.5%) will not be spent due to the inability of our 

veterans to be able to rent an apartment. The Campaign is actively seeking partner landlords who will rent 
vacant units to homeless veterans.  In exchange, the veteran’s rent will be subsidized through the 
federal or local government.  

 

Contact information 
If you are interested in being involved in the “All the Way Home” campaign to end veteran 

homelessness or have questions about the campaign, please contact colleen@destinationhomescc.org 
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