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Supervisors Approve Pilot Project to Speed Up Benefits to Homeless Veterans 

County Will Work With Veterans Administration Under Cortese’s Proposal  

                                                                                                                                                   
                                                          
Military veterans wait months, and sometime more than a year, for paperwork to 
be processed so they can receive such benefits as housing, health care and job 
training.  For homeless veterans, the wait can be life-threatening.  
 
Acting on a proposal from Supervisor Dave Cortese, the Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors on Tuesday, August 5, directed County administrators to create a 
pilot program that would speed up the benefits process for homeless veterans.   
 
The unanimous vote on Cortese’s proposal will allow County administrators to 
work with the County’s Office of Veteran Services and other community 
organizations to determine how homeless veterans’ claims can be move through 
the system more quickly so that the most vulnerable of our residents can secure 
housing, receive health care and bring stability to their lives.   
 
The pilot project proposal will be considered by the Children, Families and Seniors 
Committee at its October 2014 meeting.  
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The Santa Clara County 2013 Homeless Census and Survey found that 718 
homeless men and women were veterans – nearly 10 percent of the total 
homeless population.  
 
“No one who served his country should have to sleep under a bridge because our 
system in broken,” said Supervisor Cortese. “We need to speed up this process 
and ensure that are veterans’ needs are taken care of.” 
 
Henry Newton, Homeless Veteran Outreach Coordinator for the Northern 
California Regional Office of the Veterans Benefits Administration, agreed with 
Cortese at Tuesday’s meeting.  
 
“I support this effort 120 percent and can assure you that the VA does too,” 
Newton said.  
 
The project could result in significant savings to the County, as veterans begin 
receiving benefits from the federal government.   The County will no longer be 
paying for medical services at the Valley Medical Center because the Veterans 
Administration will pay for those costs. Also, their dependence on other County 
assistance programs will be cut as the veterans are housed and their lives become 
more stable.  
 
For more information, contact the Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 408-299-
5030.  
 
 


