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Board Asks County Counsel to Prepare Legal Strategies for Federal Policy Changes 

Impacts Anticipated in Health Care, Immigration, Housing, Civil Rights and Social Services 

At the request of Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors President Dave Cortese and Supervisor Cindy Chavez, 

the Board voted unanimously on Tuesday, December 6, to direct County Counsel to develop proactive legal 

strategies to combat any federal policy changes or executive orders that may conflict with County priorities. 

Board members expressed the urgency for the County to be prepared legally for a broad range of issues, 

including health care, immigration, civil rights, housing, environment and socials services.  County Counsel will 

also look at adverse effects of potential federal funding cuts. 

Pointing to the County’s history of successful social justice lawsuits to protect the rights of residents, County 

Counsel James Williams said his office will look into changes in regulations and legislation, executive orders and 

funding that could have a significant impact on Santa Clara County’s service to its 1.8 million residents. 

“We will develop legal strategies we can use to protect those funding streams and County policy interests in 

partnership with community organizations and other government entities,” Williams said.  

His office will first focus on action that may need to be taken before the new administration takes over in 

January.  

Also on Tuesday, the Board voted to: 

 Create a Federal Legislative Advocacy Task Force to evaluate, analyze and keep the Board informed 

about the impacts of anticipated changes in policies, legislation and regulations led by a new 

administration in Washington. The Task Force will be led by Supervisor Joe Simitian, with Supervisor 

Cortese as Vice President. The other members are be Santa Clara County U.S. Congressional 

Representatives Zoe Lofgren, Anna Eshoo and Ro Khanna, or their designees.  
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 Develop a plan to help residents who may face deportation if policies are changed by the new 

administration in Washington. The focus will be on assuring that residents have accurate information 

and legal representation. The plan will be considered at the December 13 Board meeting. 

 

For more information, call the Office of Supervisor Dave Cortese at 408-299-5030 or the Office of County 

Counsel James Williams at 408-299-5902. 


