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Cambrian Carousel Eligible for 
Landmark Status 

The County Board of Supervisors Will Have Final Vote in August 
 
SAN JOSE – The historic evaluation of the Cambrian Park Plaza Carousel is complete, making the 
iconic “Merry-Go-Round” sign eligible as a permanent Santa Clara County historic landmark.  The 
50+ year-old carousel is a unique example of Roadside Vernacular architecture and retains sufficient 
integrity to convey its historic identity.  
 
“This is great news,” said Santa Clara County Supervisor Ken Yeager. “Because the shopping center is 
under new ownership, I was heartened to learn that any future development will preserve the carousel, 
which is part of our community’s heritage.” 
 
With the evaluation done, the County’s Historical Heritage Commission can now consider a historic 
recommendation at their next meeting on July 21. Their recommendation will go to the Board of 
Supervisors for a final vote in August.   
 
The report finds that the Cambrian Park Plaza was first constructed in 1953 during a period of 
profound change in the Santa Clara Valley. Until the end of World War II, most of the surrounding 
area was planted with orchards. With the return of many US servicemen, suburban neighborhoods 
began to replace these farms and the City of San Jose grew from 17 to 137 square miles during this 
period.  
 
“While this action confirms what many who grew up with the revolving sign already knew, the report 
is a necessary step towards protecting the carousel as a Santa Clara County historic landmark,” added 
Supervisor Yeager.  “Though change in our region is inevitable, I believe it’s important to protect the 
landmarks that make our communities unique and hold memories for all of us.”  
 
The Cambrian Park Plaza’s merry-go-round sign embodies the distinctive characteristics of American 
architecture at that time. “With its whimsical kinetic sculpture depicting a carousel in motion, the 
unique sign is an eye-catching example of Roadside Vernacular architecture,” said the report.   
 
Furthermore, the report concludes, “The carousel sign is one of the largest and most distinctive signs 
designed within this context (no other local examples are known to incorporate mechanical moving 



parts). It is also an important monument for the Cambrian neighborhood, which lacks a downtown 
business district and other traditional landmarks for wayfinding and community identity.”   
 
To read the evaluation, please click here.  
 
If you support preserving the Cambrian Park Plaza Carousel sign, please let Supervisor Yeager know 
at supervisor.yeager@bos.sccgov.org. Your thoughts with the Historical Heritage Commission. 
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