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Yeager Urges Governor to Pass  
Landmark Tobacco Legislation 

New Bills Would Expand Local Measures to Decrease  
Youth Access to Tobacco and E-Cigarettes Statewide 

  

San José – Earlier today, the State Senate approved an unprecedented bills package that 
includes raising the legal purchase age to 21 and applying traditional tobacco product 
regulation to e-cigarettes. Six measures comprise the legislation, which is now subject 
to passage through the signature of Governor Jerry Brown.  
 
“I urge Governor Brown to pass this legislation for the health and safety of all 
Californians,” said Santa Clara County Supervisor Ken Yeager.  “We need aggressive 
measures to combat Big Tobacco’s increased efforts to hook young people on nicotine.” 
  
Should Gov. Jerry Brown sign off on the legislation, California will become the first 
state after Hawaii with the higher age limit. Likewise, it will have secured some of the 
strictest e-cigarette regulations in the nation. Also included in the bills package is an 
expanded ban on smoking in workplaces and permission for counties to begin 
introducing local taxes on tobacco sales. 
 
The age to purchase tobacco and electronic smoking products in unincorporated Santa 
Clara County was raised to 21 as of January 1, making the County the first jurisdiction 
in the state to sustain such an ordinance. Supervisor Yeager led the effort to increase the 
purchasing age in response to mounting evidence of the adverse effects of nicotine on 
developing brains and the proliferation of smoking behaviors among young people due 
to the growing marketing and popularity of e-cigarettes.  



 
“The actions we’ve taken to combat tobacco addiction in Santa Clara County will save 
lives as well as millions of dollars in health care costs,” said Yeager. “Governor Brown 
now has the opportunity to extend this action statewide, and I strongly hope that he 
takes it.” 
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