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NEW CALTRAIN TUNNEL OPENS ACCESS TO AIRPORT, 
EARTHQUAKES STADIUM, AND PLANNED BART STATION  

The Santa Clara Caltrain Station is an important local transportation hub. It is close to Santa Clara 

University. Thousands of residents, students, and commuters use it each week. It connects to major VTA 

bus routes and Capitol Corridor train service. Unfortunately, its current design limits its potential. That is 

about to change. 

 

This station will soon find itself busier than ever before. The San Jose Earthquakes’ new soccer stadium 

will open soon, and there is slew of business development underway in the area. The Santa Clara Caltrain 

station will be the final stop in the planned Phase II BART extension going from east San Jose to Santa 

Clara.  

 

There is currently no legal or safe way to cross the railroad tracks from the Santa Clara side of the station 

in the west to the San Jose side in the east. This lack of connection prevents access to shopping and 

employment opportunities on the east side, including the new stadium. Furthermore, VTA bus 

connections, such as the airport shuttle, have to go out of their way to connect with the station. Without 

proper connectivity, we miss the opportunity to get fans, shoppers, and office workers out of their cars 

and onto transit.  

 

In 2012, I joined Santa Clara Mayor Jaime Matthews and then-San Jose City Councilmember Sam 

Liccardo in an effort to find ways to improve access at the station. While touring the area, a simple 

solution presented itself. By extending an existing pedestrian tunnel east under the Union Pacific tracks 

that parallel the station, we can easily get people from one side to the other. Our challenge was financing 

the project.  

 

After a few more years of negotiations, the funding has finally been secured. The project will cost $13.7 

million. The financing will be pieced together from State grants, local transit measures, and contributions 

from the developer of the Earthquakes stadium through the City of San Jose. 

 

VTA will take charge of constructing the tunnel. Caltrain, which operates the existing tunnel, will 

maintain the extension. Final design is underway and construction is scheduled to start in summer of 

2015. Increased access will be a boon for residents and businesses on both sides of the station. The 

improved connections will make Caltrain and VTA travel more efficient than ever. 

 

As always, I encourage you to contact my office if you have any concerns or are interested in additional 

information. You can reach me at (408) 299-5040 or via e-mail at Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org. 

mailto:Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org
http://www.supervisoryeager.org/portal/site/d4/


 

The photo on the left is an aerial view of the Santa Clara Caltrain Station. The existing pedestrian tunnel is 
represented by the blue rectangle. The red rectangle represents the forthcoming tunnel. The existing tunnel can be 
seen on the right. 

 

RESIDENTIAL COMPOSTING, NEW WASTE BENEFITS  
COMING TO COUNTY POCKETS 

The dwindling availability of landfill space is an urgent problem facing our region. A significant portion 

of waste heading to those landfills is food waste and other matter that can be composted instead. That is 

why I used my State of the County Address two years ago to call for increased composting in this County. 

I am pleased to announce that we have recently made significant progress. 

 

Santa Clara County’s Recycling and Waste Reduction Division is responsible for ensuring garbage 

service to residents in county pockets that are not serviced by city garbage services or an independent 

sanitary district. The County contracts with waste hauling companies to provide those services. Currently, 

about 25% of garbage in the unincorporated area is food waste. 

 

A few years ago, I led the charge to introduce composting into County-run facilities. That change has 

significantly reduced the amount of waste these buildings send to landfills. I knew that we could use the 

latest contract negotiations with our waste haulers to do the same for our residents. Earlier this month, the 

County finalized new contracts that will do just that. The new contract goes into effect on July 1. 

 

Not only will this new contract give us an opportunity to be better stewards of the planet, it provides more 

benefits for residents in county pockets. There will be a new option for a smaller 20-gallon single-family 

residential garbage cart size. Residents in county pockets will also see a second neighborhood cleanup 

day—or dumpster day— each year. One of those events will include gardening compost pick-up and 

limited household hazardous waste collection at the dumpster site. 

 

 



I am proud of Santa Clara County’s long history of leadership on environmental issues. Currently, only 

the cities of Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Altos, and Morgan Hill offer residential food waste composting inside 

Santa Clara County. The new garbage contracts make the County the largest local jurisdiction collecting 

food waste and takes us a significant step closer to meeting State mandates for waste diversion. 

 

MORE PUBLIC WATER BOTTLE FILLING STATIONS INSTALLED  

In 2013, the Santa Clara County Public Health Department, FIRST 5 Santa Clara County, and the Santa 

Clara Valley Water District created an innovative partnership to bring water bottle filling stations to 

schools and public gathering spaces across Santa Clara County. Called “Water to Go,” the partnership 

plans to install 100 stations over three years. This month, I was happy to see our latest filling station 

installed at the Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose.  

 

The Children’s Discovery Museum serves as a center for learning and discovery. Millions of children 

have visited since it opened in 1990. Teaching kids about staying healthy and active is a critical part of 

the museum’s mission. The recently installed water bottle filling station—themed with images of FIRST 

5 Santa Clara County’s water loving Potter the Otter—will allow children and families to stay healthy and 

hydrated while they learn and play together. 

 

Last year, the County partnered with seven cities and VTA to install 25 stations in areas where a high 

volume of families and children gather. Funding from FIRST 5 and the Water District will focus on 

schools. This fall, 38 schools across the County have received funding for their own water bottle filling 

stations.  

 

“Water to Go” will increase access to safe, clean tap water for residents throughout Santa Clara County. 

Seventeen percent of fifth, seventh, and ninth-graders in Santa Clara County are overweight, and sixteen 

percent are obese. Attractive filling stations that provide easy access to water help reinforce our education 

efforts and encourage children to make water their beverage of choice. 

 

Over the summer, our local efforts were recognized by First Lady Michelle Obama as we joined her 

national “Drink Up” campaign. The “Drink Up” campaign encourages people to drink water to get the 

hydration and energy they need to be healthy and active. Our water bottle filling stations will have both 

the “Drink Up” and “Water to Go” logos as part of our local education efforts. 

 

This Potter the Otter themed water bottle filling station at the Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose is one of 
the many being installed by the Water to Go partnership across Santa Clara County.  



 

COUNTY RAISES TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS  

February is National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month. Unfortunately, this type of 

abuse is tragically common among our youth, and it often goes unnoticed or unreported. In response, the 

County Office of Women’s Policy is encouraging the public to learn about teen dating violence and to 

seek available resources and services for the teens it impacts.  

 

Nearly one in ten high school students in the United States has been hit, slapped, or physically hurt on 

purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend. The situation is even worse for young women in particular: nearly 

one in three adolescent girls suffers from physical, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner. In 

fact, women ages 16 to 24 experience the highest rates of rape and sexual assault. Women ages 18 and 19 

experience the highest rates of stalking. 

 

Modern technology has also made dating more complicated and potentially dangerous for today’s 

teenagers. Digital dating abuse is increasingly common, with one in four teens experiencing harassment 

or abuse from a partner online or through a mobile device. This abuse can take many forms, such as 

excessive unwanted calls and texts, hacking into email or social media accounts, sharing private or 

embarrassing pictures or videos, and checking cell phone logs.  

 

Fortunately, there are a number of local and national resources available for teens who feel they may be 

suffering from dating violence. For information and guidance, contact: 

 

National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline (Available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day) 
Chat at www.loveisrespect.org 

Text “loveis” to 22522 

Call 1-866-331-9474 

 

AACI Asian Women’s Home 
24-Hour Hotline (408) 975-2739 

http://dv.aaci.org/  

www.facebook.com/AACIorg 

 

Community Solutions 
24-Hour Hotline 1-877-363-7238 or 1-877-END-SADV 

www.communitysolutions.org 

www.facebook.com/CommunitySolutions 

 

Maitri 
Helpline 1-888-8MAITRI or 1-888-862-4874 

www.maitri.org 

www.facebook.com/maitribayarea 

 

Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence 
24-Hour Hotline (408) 279-2962 

www.nextdoor.org 

www.facebook.com/NextDoorSolutions 

 

YWCA Silicon Valley 
24-Hour Hotline 1-800-572-2782 

www.ywca-sv.org 

www.facebook.com/supportnetworkforbatteredwomen 

http://www.loveisrespect.org/
http://dv.aaci.org/
http://www.facebook.com/AACIorg
http://www.communitysolutions.org/
http://www.facebook.com/CommunitySolutions
http://www.maitri.org/
http://www.facebook.com/maitribayarea
http://www.nextdoor.org/
http://www.facebook.com/NextDoorSolutions
http://www.ywca-sv.org/
http://www.facebook.com/supportnetworkforbatteredwomen


 

I’m proud of the County’s efforts to prevent and promote awareness of teen dating violence. Our young 

residents must learn what it means to be in healthy relationships, free of fear and violence. With February 

coming to a close, it is critical that we use every month to help those suffering from teen dating violence 

and spread awareness of this tragic issue.  

 

FREE FINANCIAL PLANNING SEMINARS  

The Santa Clara County Library District is offering free financial planning seminars this spring. This is a 

great opportunity for residents interested in learning how to wisely save, spend, and invest money over 

the course of a lifetime. More than twenty free financial planning seminars are currently planned at 

SCCLD libraries.  

 

The topics of the seminars will cover three major areas of interest at the following dates and locations:  

 

Wealth Spreading throughout Generations: Learn about gifting to grandchildren and educational savings 

plans and join in the discussion on potential generational skipping taxation. 

 

• Campbell Library: Wednesday, March 18 at 7 p.m. 

• Cupertino Library: Monday, March 23 at 7 p.m. 

• Gilroy Library: Monday, March 9 at 7 p.m. 

• Los Altos Library: Monday, March 16 at 2 p.m. 

• Milpitas Library: Tuesday, March 10 at 7 p.m. 

• Morgan Hill Library: Wednesday, March 11 at 7 p.m. 

• Saratoga Library: Tuesday, March 3 at 7 p.m. 

 

Estate Planning for Life: Understand basic estate planning documents and how to protect your family by 

having an appropriate Estate Plan in place. 

 

• Campbell Library: Saturday, April 25 at 2 p.m. 

• Cupertino Library: Monday, April 20 at 7 p.m. 

• Gilroy Library: Tuesday, April 21 at 7 p.m. 

• Los Altos Library: Monday, April 13 at 2 p.m. 

• Milpitas Library: Tuesday, April 14 at 7 p.m. 

• Morgan Hill Library: Wednesday, April 15 at 7 p.m. 

• Saratoga Library: Tuesday, April 7 at 7 p.m. 

 

Hatching a Nest Egg, Transitioning from Asset Accumulation to Retirement Distribution: Learn about 

retirement distribution and how to ensure retirement distributions last a lifetime. 

 

• Campbell Library: Saturday, May 2 at 2 p.m. 

• Cupertino Library: Monday, May 18 at 7 p.m. 

• Gilroy Library: Wednesday, May 20 at 7 p.m. 

• Los Altos Library: Monday, May 18 at 2 p.m. 

• Milpitas Library: Tuesday, May 12 at 7 p.m. 

• Morgan Hill Library: Wednesday, May 13 at 7 p.m. 

• Saratoga Library: Tuesday, May 5 at 7 p.m. 

 

For more information on the seminars or future library events, visit: www.sccl.org.  

 

 

 

http://www.sccl.org/


 

NEW RESOURCE FOR CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS  

Parents who are self-employed, working seasonal jobs, or don’t engage in traditional banking often find it 

most convenient to make child support payments in cash. Previously, cash payments could only be 

accepted in person at the child support office. In order to make cash payments easier for parents, the 

County Department of Child Support Services is now accepting payments at all MoneyGram locations.  

 

Parents can now pay their child support in cash at one of 6,200 MoneyGram locations in California that 

provide bill payment services. Payments can be made at 18 retail chains including CVS, Wal-Mart, 

Albertsons, Lucky, Raley's/Bel Air, Food Maxx, 7-Eleven and others. 

 

To make a payment through MoneyGram, Santa Clara County parents will need their personal Participant 

Identification Number and the group “Receive Code 14630.”  

 

The new payment option is a part of a statewide initiative to help parents provide for their children. For 

more information about payment options or to make a payment online, visit 

www.childsup.ca.gov/PaymentOptions or call 866-901-3212. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

African and African American Cultural Unity Day 
What: The African Immigrant and African Heritage Communities of the Ethnic & Cultural Communities 

Advisory Committee Family Outreach & Engagement Program invite all to this event. The purpose is to 

open dialog between the two communities by identifying barriers, solutions and potential next steps. Dr. 

Lawford Goddard and Dr. Rama Franklin will lead lectures and discussions. There will be free food and 

raffle prizes.  

When: Saturday, February 28 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Where: 2310 N First Street, Ste. 102, San Jose 

More Information: Call 408-792-3941 or visit www.sccmhd.org/ECCAC.  

 

WOW! That’s Engineering! 
What: The Society of Women Engineers invites young women to its award-winning engineering 

workshop program. This program gives high school girls (grades 9-12) the opportunity to tour the San 

Jose State University College of Engineering, participate in round table discussions with professional 

women engineers, and gain advice from panel of university students. WOW! That's Engineering! also 

includes a parent track that allows parents to hear from women engineers and university professors on 

helping their daughters succeed. 

When: Saturday, March 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Where: College of Engineering, San Jose State University, 1 Washington Square 

More Information: Email swe.santaclaravalley@gmail.com.  

 

Ash Kickers Program 
What: Breathe California invites residents to learn how to quit smoking in a nonjudgmental and 

educational environment. This weekly class offers strategies and resources for quitting from a trained 

facilitator. The sessions also provide a comfortable group atmosphere that facilitates a natural support 

network for each participant. 

When: Every Wednesday, March 18 to April 15, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Good Samaritan Hospital, 15400 National Ave Suite 100, Los Gatos 

More Information: Visit www.lungsrus.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.childsup.ca.gov/PaymentOptions
http://www.sccmhd.org/ECCAC
mailto:swe.santaclaravalley@gmail.com
http://www.lungsrus.org/


Friends of Joyce Ellington Library Book Sale 
What: The Friends of Joyce Ellington Library is inviting residents to its quarterly book sale. All are 

welcome to browse the wonderful selection of books, DVDs, and CDs. Proceeds from the sale will 

benefit library programming and local library events.  

When: Saturday, March 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Where: 491 E. Empire Street, San Jose 

More Information: Visit www.sjpl.org/joyceellington.  

 

Silicon Valley Water Conservation Awards 
What: The Silicon Valley Water Conservation Awards are presented to organizations, agencies, 

businesses and individuals whose programs and leadership have advanced water conservation in Silicon 

Valley. The coalition sponsoring the awards represents a diverse cross-section of respected parties 

concerned about water conservation and the need for a strategic response, both to droughts and to a new 

era of water scarcity. The goal of the Awards is to raise awareness and celebrate outstanding 

achievements in water conservation through best practices, efficiency and innovation. To RSVP, visit 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/515970.  

When: Monday, March 23 from noon to 1 p.m. 

Where: Mitchell Park Community Center, 3700 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 

More Information: Visit www.waterawards.org.  

 

International Cooking for Teens 
What: Teenagers are invited explore some healthy and delicious recipes of the international variety. The 

class will be led by The Culinary Dude, a local culinary arts organization. All supplies will be provided 

for this hands-on workshop. The event is free, and no registration is required. 

When: Saturday, March 28 at 2 p.m. 

Where: Campbell Library Story Alcove, 77 Harrison Ave. 

More Information: Visit www.sccl.org.  

 

This is an informative newsletter designed to keep you up-to-date on issues that I am working on, local updates, events in 
District 4, and County resources. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the word 
“remove” in the body of the email. To receive a text-only version of the newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the 
words “text only” in the body of the email. To change the email address where you receive your newsletter, please hit the “reply” 
button and indicate the old and new email addresses in the body of the email. If you would like to be added to our mailing list, 
please send an e-mail to supervisor.yeager@bos.sccgov.org with the subject: “Add.” 
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