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COMMUNITY MOURNS LOSS OF OFFICER MICHAEL JOHNSON  

On the evening of March 24, tragedy struck this county. That night, San Jose Police Officer Michael 

Johnson was killed while protecting the community. I, like many of you, was left with a profound sense 

of sadness and loss. It was a stark reminder of the danger our public safety personnel face each day as 

they put on their uniforms to keep us safe. 

 

Last week, I was honored to join the thousands of local residents and visiting police officers who came 

together at the SAP Center to celebrate Officer Johnson’s life. The memories shared by his family and 

coworkers were touching and poignant. I was also proud that our own Santa Clara County Sheriff’s 

Department was able to help cover San Jose Police Department shifts so that they could attend the 

memorial. 

 

It is difficult to know what to say in times like this. Officer Johnson was taken from the world too soon. It 

is hard to make any sense of the matter. We can, however, offer our respect and gratitude to the police 

officers, firefighters, and all of the other public servants that keep us healthy and safe.  

 

To help remember Officer Johnson for his life and contributions to our community, I would like to share 

the obituary that was given out at his memorial: 

 

Michael Jeremiah Johnson ("Mike") was born on December 4, 1976. At the time he was born, Mike's dad, Daniel 
Johnson, was a military police officer in the army stationed at Herlong, California. After his dad was discharged 
from the army, he joined the Calaveras County Sheriff's department, and Mike and his family moved to Wilseyville. 
He then lived in Vallicito and Angeles Camp, and, after his parents’ divorce, Michael moved to San Jose with his 
mom, Katherine Decker, and sister, Jamie Radack, in 1988. 
 
Shortly after they moved to San Jose, Mike got his first job delivering newspapers on his bicycle for the San Jose 
Mercury News. In 1995, Mike graduated from Gunderson High School and then took classes at West Valley 
College while working as an audio/visual specialist at Radio Shack and later The Good Guys. 
 
In 2001, Mike joined the San Jose Police Academy and graduated on June 15, 2001. During his time with the San 
Jose Police Department, Mike worked as a Patrolman, Court Liaison, and Prescription Drug Fraud Specialist. At 
the time of his death, Mike had recently been promoted to Field Training Officer and assigned to the Covert 
Response Unit. 
 
Mike was a member of the Specialist Rifle program and was an expert marksman. Mike proved his expert 
marksmanship skills each year when he and his father would compete together at the US Police and Fire Games.  
 
Mike and his wife, Nicole ("Nikki"), were married in a civil ceremony on August 3, 2013. They were planning a 
formal wedding ceremony and reception for August 29, 2015 in Santa Cruz. 
 
Mike is survived by his wife Nikki, his parents Daniel Johnson and Katherine Decker, his step-parents Dann 
Decker and Penny Johnson, his grandmother Frances Guillemin, his sister Jamie Radack, his brother-in-law Steve 
Radack, his niece Ami Radack, his nephew Eli Radack, his mother and father-in -law Susan and Antonio Chavez, 
his sister and brother-in-law Gina and Jameson Stiehr, and brother-in-law Danny Chavez. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.supervisoryeager.org/portal/site/d4/


Donations to support the family of Officer Michael Johnson can be made online at 

http://www.sjpoa.com/Donations/Default.asp. As always, I encourage you to contact my office if you 

have any concerns or are interested in additional information. You can reach me at (408) 299-5040 or via 

e-mail at Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org. 

 

 

COUNTY RECOGNIZED FOR WATER CONSERVATION EFFORTS 

The dramatic conditions of drought in our state have made water conservation more critical than ever. I 

have long advocated for sustainable water usage practices, and I have been encouraged by the County’s 

leadership on the issue. Recently, I was pleased to see the County’s efforts honored with the Silicon 

Valley Water Awards Coalition’s 2015 Award for Greenscape Management. 

 

In recent years, the County has taken bold and innovative approaches to water conservation in the region. 

Between 2013 and 2014, the County saved 33 million gallons of water through its sustainable landscaping 

programs. Likewise, since 2009 the County has increased its use of recycled water for irrigation and 

cooling purposes by 40%. 

 

The Awards Coalition recognized the County for two projects in particular, in addition to its ongoing 

practices and public policy. The first was the recently created Recreation Area at Juvenile Hall, where 

over 13,000 square feet of underutilized turf was converted into a sustainable landscape. The area, now 

filled with picnic tables, permeable pathways, drought-tolerant and native plants, and drip irrigation, will 

serve as a healthy environment for youth and a source of education on sustainability.  

 

The second project recognized was the Sustainability in Jails program at Elmwood Correctional Complex. 

This program introduces inmates to the water cycle, soil health, composting, drought tolerant landscaping, 

and water-efficient irrigation systems. With both projects, the County aims to reduce recidivism rates and 

foster a culture of greater sustainability within and beyond county facilities.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sjpoa.com/Donations/Default.asp
mailto:Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org


The Silicon Valley Water Conservation Awards are presented by a coalition of 19 member organizations 

to groups who have advanced water conservation in the South Bay Area. The County was last recognized 

in 2013 in the Government Agency category for its innovative approach to quantifiable water 

conservation. I am proud of the County’s ongoing dedication to sustainability, and I will continue to 

advocate for the policies and practices that are best for our environment and our communities.  

 

 

A look at the Juvenile Hall recreation area before and after the project was completed.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP BUILD PLAYGROUND  

The Campbell Union School District, the San Jose Parks Foundation, and the Sharks Foundation have 

recently completed the planning stages for a new playground at Sherman Oaks Elementary School. The 

goal of the project, however, is to build the whole playground in one day—which means they need 

volunteers.  

 

The construction of the playground requires 250 volunteers. Prior to the Build Day, there will be Prep 

Days on Wednesday, May 14 and Thursday, May 15, if necessary, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. On these days, 

volunteers will be able to get to know one another and learn their roles in the building process. The Build 

Day will then take place on Friday, May 15, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

For those who cannot participate in Build Day but still wish to help, donations are accepted. To learn 

more about the new playground, Build Day, or to make a donation, contact Ramona Snyder at 408-260-

2957 or ramonasnyder@aol.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ramonasnyder@aol.com


 

 

 

YEAGER RIDES IN BUNNIES AND BONNETS PARADE 

 

On April 4, I was honored to be part of the annual Bunnies and Bonnets Campbell Easter Parade. This wonderful, 
family-friendly event has been a joy to participate in over the past few years. This year’s event was organized by 
the Downtown Campbell Business Association in memory of Sally Howe, who handled most of the planning in 
years past. Photo by Sheldon Chang.  
 

 

STAMP OUT HUNGER  

Next month, the National Association of Letter Carriers will host its 23rd annual Stamp Out Hunger Food 

Drive. On Saturday, May 9, Letter Carriers across the country will collect food donations to help provide 

assistance to the 1 in 6 Americans who are struggling with hunger.  

 

Stamp Out Hunger is the nation's largest single-day food drive. Last year alone, 72.5 million pounds of 

food was collected, feeding an estimated 30 million people. In total, 1.3 billion pounds of food have been 

collected since the first drive in 1992.  

 

I encourage residents to participate in this year’s Food Drive by leaving a non-perishable food donation in 

a bag by the mailbox. For more information about the annual Letter Carriers’ Food Drive, ask your letter 

carrier or visit www.nalc.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nalc.org/


 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS POSTER CONTEST  

The Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office is looking for high school students to use their creative 

abilities to speak out against human trafficking. Students are invited to create a poster that will raise 

awareness on the issue. All submissions will be displayed at an upcoming “Justice for All” Art Show at 

the County of Santa Clara Government Center’s Breezeway located at 70 West Hedding Street in San 

Jose. The art show will be open to the public. 

 

The artist of the winning poster will be awarded $500 and will be prominently used in the District 

Attorney’s Human Trafficking Awareness Campaign. The second place winner will receive $300, and the 

third place winner will receive $200.  

 

All art mediums are welcome. Submissions cannot exceed 24” x 36” or 22” x 28”. Student artists must 

currently reside in the County and must be actively enrolled in a Santa Clara County high school. 

Submissions must be entered or postmarked no later than Friday, May 16 at 5 p.m. For more information, 

visit http://tinyurl.com/HumanTraffickingPosterContest. 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Campbell Library Book Sale 
What: The Campbell Library invites residents to its quarterly book sale. All are welcome to browse the 

excellent bargains on books, DVDs, and CDs. Proceeds from the sale will benefit library programming 

and local library events. 

When: Saturday, April 11 at 10 a.m. 

Where: Campbell Library, 77 Harrison Ave. 

More Information: Visit www.sccl.org/campbell.  

 

Child Abuse Symposium 

What: The Child Abuse Council of Santa Clara County presents the 33rd annual Child Abuse 

Symposium. Explore new perspectives about child abuse prevention, deepen your knowledge of current 

events, and network with other local professionals who are engaged in child welfare. You’ll hear 

perspectives from a diverse body of professionals on the subject, including academics, lawyers, doctors, 

mental health practitioners, social workers, law enforcement, and leaders in the non-profit field. 

When: Friday, April 17 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Where: Villa Ragusa, 35 South Second Street, Campbell 

More information: Visit www.sccgov.org/sites/cac/Pages/cac.aspx.  

 

Plant Exchange 
What: The Campbell Library invites residents to bring plants, bulbs, or seedlings for trade or giveaway. 

All types of plants are welcome. This is a great opportunity to find a home for your extra plants and score 

some new additions for your garden. For those who would like to simply drop off plants, the library will 

be accepting plant donations from April 13 – April 17. 

When: Tuesday, April 18 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Where: Campbell Library, 77 Harrison Ave, Campbell 

More information: Visit www.sccl.org/campbell.  
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Vector Control District Open House for School Children 
What: During Mosquito and West Nile Virus Awareness Week, the Santa Clara County Vector Control 

District invites residents to attend its first annual Open House. Kids are welcome to learn about the 

District and the importance of mosquito and vector control. The event will include exciting educational 

exhibits showcasing free services, as well as fun games, prizes, and food. 

When: Tuesday, April 21 from noon to 3 p.m. 

Where: 1580 Berger Drive, San Jose 

More information: Visit www.SCCvector.org.  

 

Spring Wine Walk 
What: Join the Willow Glen Business Association for its Spring Wine Walk. Stroll through historic 

Downtown Willow Glen where you can visit local businesses and taste wine from more than 30 local 

wineries. Funds raised by the Walk are put back into the community through local sponsorships and 

community events. Tickets are $35 in advance plus a $1 online processing fee, for a total of $36. 

When: Saturday, April 25 from 2 to 6 p.m. 

Where: Downtown Willow Glen, San Jose 

More information: Visit www.willowglen.org. 

 

Greywater Basics: Reusing Household Water in Your Landscape 
What: Join Guadalupe River Park Conservancy and certified greywater installer Alan Hackler to learn 

how to safely and easily reuse your laundry sink or shower water in your home garden. This three hour 

workshop will cover local codes and regulations, greywater safe soaps, and the simple plumbing 

modifications needed to redirect your household water into your backyard garden. The second half of the 

workshop will offer participants an opportunity to work hands-on with tools necessary to install a simple 

greywater system. Prices will be $10 for members and $15 for nonmembers. Pre-registration is required. 

When: Sunday, April 26 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Where: GRPC Visitor & Education Center, 438 Coleman Avenue, San Jose 

More Information: Visit www.grpg.org.  

 

Community Conversations about Alzheimer’s Disease 
What: The County Department of Aging & Adult Services and the Alzheimer's Association, Northern 

California & Northern Nevada Chapter invite residents to join a dialogue among diverse stakeholders in 

the community about improving outcomes for people with Alzheimer’s disease. The event will involve 

presentations, discussions, and work groups, including featured guest speaker Terry Barclay, PhD. Lunch 

will be provided. Attendees are asked to RSVP to pmartinez@alz.org by Wednesday, April 22. 

When: Monday, April 27 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Where: Social Services Agency, Vasona Auditorium, 333 W. Julian Street, San Jose 

More Information: Call 408-372-9951. 

 

Asians and Pacific Islanders in the U.S. Civil War 
What: Award-winning author, Ruthanne Lum McCunn, will share many amazing stories of service of 

Asians and Pacific Islanders in the Confederate and Union Navies and Armies. McCunn’s work has been 

translated into eleven languages, published in twenty-two countries, and adapted for the stage and film. 

This event is free, and all are encouraged to attend. 

When: Tuesday, April 28 at 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 150 E San Fernando St., San Jose 

More Information: Visit www.sjpl.org.  
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