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COUNTY PASSES TRIO OF PUBLIC HEALTH LAWS  

At the June 9th Board of Supervisors meeting, my colleagues enacted three public health policies that I 

have been working on for months. It was an incredibly satisfying day. Each of these policies will go a 

long way toward improving the environmental factors that influence the health of our community. I am 

grateful to the hard work of my staff and the county employees who helped develop and pass these 

policies.  

 

Santa Clara County has a long history of progressive public health policy. Much of my time as an elected 

official has been spent working to improve public health. Little else matters, if you are not in good health. 

Meanwhile, many of the factors that cause health problems are preventable. Strong public health 

programs and policies make our community collectively healthier. This philosophy has long guided my 

work. 

 

Tobacco Purchase Age Raised to 21 in County Unincorporated Areas 
 

Smoking is the single largest preventable cause of death. Unfortunately, the vast majority of smokers pick 

up the habit when they are teens and young adults. There is mounting research that adolescent brains are 

uniquely vulnerable to the effects of nicotine and nicotine addiction. Since brain development continues 

into a person’s early twenties, teens and young adults are particularly vulnerable to harm.  

 

At the same time, Big Tobacco continues to aggressively market their products, spending more than $24 

million every day. Much of that marketing directly reaches adolescents. Furthermore, the recent 

popularity of electronic cigarettes and other “vaping” devices are reengaging youth in smoking behaviors 

in rates we haven’t seen in some time. Flavors like bubblegum, lemon drop, cotton candy, and 

watermelon are especially enticing to young people. That is why I brought this issue to this issue to the 

Board. 

 

A recent report by the Institute of Medicine predicts that raising the minimum age for the sale of tobacco 

products to 21 will, over time, reduce the smoking rate by about 12% and smoking-related deaths by 10%. 

The unanimous vote by the Board to enact a local policy makes us the first county in California to 

advance this effort. I hope that our ordinance can serve a model for other communities to enact policies of 

their own.  

 

Pharmaceutical Companies to Pay for Drug Disposal  
 

Without easy access to proper pharmaceutical disposal, consumers too often throw their unused medicines 

in the trash or flush them down the toilet. Municipal wastewater treatment plants are not designed to 

remove the complex compounds in drugs that end up in the sewer system. Improperly disposed drugs can 

also get into the hands of children. Each year, more than 9,000 young children nationwide are 

hospitalized after accidentally ingesting prescription drugs. And drug overdose deaths have been rising 

steadily over the past two decades. 

 

 

http://www.supervisoryeager.org/portal/site/d4/


I have been working on this issue since 2008. At that time, I pushed for the creation of a pharmaceutical 

drop-off program that now collects and disposes of approximately 35,000 pounds of unwanted and 

expired over-the-counter and prescription drugs from county residents each year. The current program, 

run mostly at taxpayer expense, has fifteen medicine drop-off locations dispersed throughout the county 

to serve 1.86 million residents. The Safe Drug Disposal Ordinance will replace and expand the existing 

program and place the responsibility with companies that profit from drug sales. 

 

County Lays Groundwork for Expanded Urban Agriculture  
 

The Urban Agriculture Incentive Zones (UAIZ) Act provides tax breaks for landowners who use vacant, 

unimproved, or blighted lands for small-scale agricultural production and animal husbandry. The program 

has incredible potential to increase access to affordable and healthy foods for our residents, especially in 

areas where access to fresh fruit and vegetables is limited. I have been working since February with 

Supervisor Wasserman to bring this program to our County. Now, thanks to the support of Supervisors 

Cortese and Chavez, 13 local cities can now adopt their own urban farming programs.  

 

The UAIZ program requires a county to declare an urban agriculture incentive zone before cities within 

its jurisdiction can act. Eligible parcels must be at least 0.10 acres and not larger than three acres. Parcels 

must be located within “urban areas,” as defined by the US Census, with populations of 250,000 or more. 

If the owners agree to at least a five-year term, the tax value of the properties are assessed at a rate set by 

the State instead of its actual value. This lower rate creates significant savings on the annual property tax 

bill.  

 

The UAIZ program is another promising weapon in the fight against our obesity and diabetes epidemics. 

As an added bonus, it helps reduce blight while expanding economic opportunities. The County Planning 

Department has identified 1,037 parcels within cities and 37 in unincorporated Santa Clara County 

eligible to apply for the designation. Each of the eligible cities must now establish an ordinance to allow 

for the program within their boundaries. The County will bring an ordinance for the unincorporated areas 

in August. 

 

As always, I encourage you to contact my office if you have any concerns or are interested in additional 

information. You can reach me at (408) 299-5040 or via e-mail at Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org. 

 

 

FIRST LADY RECOGNIZES GROWING LOCAL HEALTH PROGRAM 

 

Another public health 

program that has been making 

strides is “Water to Go,” the 

County’s partnership with 

FIRST 5 Santa Clara County 

and the Santa Clara Valley 

Water District. I called for the 

creation of this program in my 

State of the County address in 

2013. It is aimed at bringing 

water bottle filling stations to 

schools and public gathering 

spaces across Santa Clara 

County. So far, nearly 50 

stations have been installed. 

 

mailto:Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org


Last summer, First Lady Michelle Obama recognized our local program as part of the nationwide Drink 

Up campaign which encourages people to drink more water, more often. It was exciting to be greeted by 

Mrs. Obama at the White House as the Chair of the FIRST 5 Commission. In this photo, I am joined by 

FIRST 5 staff members Tyson Jue and Maya Rams Murthy. 

 

 

JUNE 18 IS DUMP THE PUMP DAY 

On Thursday, June 18, join thousands of Bay Area residents in recognizing the tenth annual National 

Dump the Pump Day. For one day a year, drivers are encouraged to ditch their cars and try out public 

transportation. The slogan of this year’s National Dump the Pump Day is “Dump the Pump. Ride Public 

Transit.” 

 

The American Public Transportation Association launched the campaign in 2006 as a way of getting 

drivers out of their cars just as gas prices were climbing past $3 per gallon. Today, with gas prices still too 

high for many residents and families, the savings that come with public transportation are as important as 

ever. Additionally, greater use of public transportation leads to a healthier environment. 

 

Representatives from Caltrain will be hosting an information table at the San Jose Diridon Station that 

day from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. They will be handing out transit information and special Dump the Pump-

themed giveaways.  

 

The information tables will also include foam board “photobooths” of the front of a Caltrain train. 

Customers who post pictures of themselves on Twitter posing in the makeshift photobooths along with 

the hashtag #dumpthepump will be entered into a contest with the chance to win a Caltrain-themed 

messenger bag to carry their gear when traveling on transit. 

 

Make June 19 the day you give public transit a try. You just might become convinced that everyday 

should be Dump the Pump Day. For more information, visit http://tinyurl.com/DumpThePumpDay. 

 

 

FREE VISION SCREENINGS FOR CHILDREN  

Undetected vision problems in children can lead to difficulty with reading ability and social development. 

For many families who don’t have access to proper vision care, these issues can go unnoticed much 

longer than they should. Fortunately, the Healthier Kids Foundation is offering free vision screenings for 

all children in the County. 

 

During the month of June, children can receive free vision screenings from a digital photo optic camera. 

This equipment is highly effective in identifying many of the vision problems experienced in early 

childhood. The process is relatively quick and easy, as typical vision screenings take only 10-30 seconds 

per child.  

 

The screenings will take place on Mondays and Wednesdays in June between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the 

Healthier Kids Foundation’s Office, 4010 Moorpark Avenue, San Jose. For more information, call 408-

564-5114x210 or email Aubrey@hkidsf.org. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Free Paint Drop-Off 
What: Paintcare is holding a special paint drop-off event for San Jose and the surrounding area. 

Residents may bring most types of paint, stain and varnish. Businesses that generate less than 220 pounds 

(about 20-30 gallons) of hazardous waste per month may bring any amount of latex or oil-based paint. 

Businesses that generate more than 220 pounds of hazardous waste per month may bring any amount of 

latex paint, but they cannot bring oil-based paint to this event. Four tickets to a San Jose Giants game will 

be gifted to each participating vehicle. 

When: Saturday, June 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Where: San Jose Municipal Stadium, 588 E Alma Ave. 

More Information: Visit www.paintcare.org. 

 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 
What: Join men from all walks of life as they come together and walk a mile in women's shoes to 

demonstrate a commitment to ending violence in Silicon Valley. This event raises funds to provide 

critical support services to survivors of sexual assault and domestic violence. Register as in individual or 

build a team of friends, family, or colleagues. Shoes can be provided. 

When: Wednesday, June 17 at 5 p.m. 

Where: Santana Row Park, 377 Santana Row, San Jose 

More Information: Visit http://ywca-sv.org/. 

 

Music in the Park: Freshlyground 
What: Metro Silicon Valley presents the first of its three Music in the Park shows this summer in 

Downtown San Jose. All are invited to the opening show, featuring Afro-pop sensation Freshlyground of 

Capetown, South Africa and reggae star Sister Carol of Kingston, Jamaica. Advance tickets are $10, and 

$15 the day of the show.  

When: Thursday, June 18, at 5:15 p.m. 

Where: Plaza de Cesar Chavez, Market Street at San Fernando, San Jose 

More information: Visit http://sjdowntown.com/musicinthepark/. 

 

Meeting the Challenge of Sea Level Rise 
What: Join a forum of federal, state, and local experts on the challenges and opportunities we have in 

meeting the rising sea level in the County and the region. Congresswoman Anna Eshoo and 

Assemblyman Rich Gordon are hosting this event in hopes of engaging the public in this important issue. 

Gary Griggs, Director of the Institute of Marine Sciences and Distinguished Professor of Earth Sciences 

at UC Santa Cruz, will be the keynote speaker. 

When: Friday, June 19 from 1:45 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Where: NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, Mountain View 

More Information: Call Jeremy Dennis at 650-691-2121 or email Jeremy.Dennis@asm.ca.gov.  

 

Creation of a Butterfly Garden 
What: Come hear the story of how one local couple transformed their typical suburban lot into a butterfly 

and moth haven. Learn about the native plants that can attract and foster these beautiful flying creatures. 

This event is free and open to all. 

When: Wednesday, June 24 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Where: Campbell Library, 77 Harrison Ave. 

More Information: Visit www.sccl.org.  
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Akoma Arts at Montalvo’s Summer Arts Camp 
What: Children are invited to explore the rich culture and ceremonies of West Africa. Through traditional 

dance, hand drumming, and mask making, campers will gain an understanding of the influences and 

significance of these vibrant practices. Participants are asked to bring their own lunches and snacks. 

Participants must be ages 6 and up. 

When: Monday, July 13 through Friday, July 17 from 9 a.m. to noon. 

Where: Montalvo Arts Center, 15400 Montalvo Road, Saratoga 

More Information: Call Keith Hames at 408-506-6988 or visit http://www.akomaarts.org/. 

 

Friends of Joyce Ellington Library Book Sale 
What: The Friends of Joyce Ellington Library is inviting residents to its quarterly book sale. All are 

welcome to browse the wonderful selection of books, DVDs, and CDs. Bring your own bags and save 

5%. Proceeds from the sale will benefit library programming and local library events. 

When: Saturday, July 18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Where: 491 E. Empire Street, San Jose 

More Information: Visit www.sjpl.org/joyceellington.  

 

Camp Superstuff 
What: Breathe California is hosting its annual camp designed for asthmatic children ages 6-12. Along 

with traditional camp fun, including field trips to Great America and the Tech Museum, Camp Superstuff 

teaches participants important techniques critical to managing asthma. The cost is $120, which may be 

covered by Valley Health Plan or scholarships for those who qualify. The deadline for registration is July 

1, and there is a mandatory parent orientation on July 10. 

When: Monday, July 20 through Friday, July 24 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Where: Mayfair Community Center, 2039 Kammerer Avenue, San Jose 

More Information: Call 408-998-5965 or visit www.lungsrus.org. 

 

This is an informative newsletter designed to keep you up-to-date on issues that I am working on, local updates, events in 
District 4, and County resources. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the word 
“remove” in the body of the email. To receive a text-only version of the newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the 
words “text only” in the body of the email. To change the email address where you receive your newsletter, please hit the “reply” 
button and indicate the old and new email addresses in the body of the email. If you would like to be added to our mailing list, 
please send an e-mail to supervisor.yeager@bos.sccgov.org with the subject: “Add.” 
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