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IDENTIFYING DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS IN CHILDREN 

In my 2013 State of the County Address, I pushed for Valley Medical Center (VMC) and local clinics to 

offer universal and more frequent developmental screenings for young children. This led to the launch of 

the Universal Screening Project, which aims to ensure that developmental screenings are regularly 

conducted to enable the earliest possible detection of social, emotional, and developmental concerns for 

children from birth through age 5. I am proud to announce that the project is well underway with 

promising early results. 

 

Prior to the launch of the project, more than 18,000 children under the age of six in the County were 

thought to have unidentified developmental delays. These concerns, often undiagnosed until children 

enter kindergarten, can lead to lifelong problems—many of which can be prevented with earlier 

screenings. Through the Universal Screening Project, we can work to identify and address these problems 

early on, improving the health and lives of thousands of children. 

 

Between January 2013 and June of this year, the project produced 14,262 completed screenings. As a 

result of these screenings, 683 children who otherwise would not have been able to identify concerns and 

access prevention services were able to receive early intervention. With the recent addition of a 

multilingual ASQ and ASQ:SE (Ages & Stages Questionnaire: Social Emotional) iPad application pilot 

program in pediatric clinics, these numbers should continue to rise as more children gain access to 

developmental screenings.  

 

These successes mark the end of Phases 1 and 2 of the project. The next steps will involve the adoption of 

a system perspective to identify functions critical to successful screening efforts, a system-wide 

assessment of these efforts, and the full, universal integration of developmental screenings. While 

screenings in the first phases have been limited to high-risk areas of San Jose and Gilroy, the project will 

eventually encompass all clinics within the County.  

 

As always, I encourage you to contact my office if you have any concerns or are interested in additional 

information. You can reach me at (408) 299-5040 or via e-mail at Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org.  
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TRANSIT LEADERS CELEBRATE NEW INTERCHANGE 

 

Supervisor Yeager and colleagues cut the ribbon on the I-280/I-880/Stevens Creek Boulevard interchange project. 
Yeager spent 13 years fighting for the project, which delivered much needed congestion relief and safer roadways 
to one of the region’s busiest corridors. 

 

YEAGER OPPOSES CRUDE OIL TRAIN THROUGH REGION 

The safety of our residents and our environment is at the forefront of my work on the Board of 

Supervisors. I have long advocated for measures that advance public safety and environmental health, and 

spoken out against those that do not. This is why on Tuesday, August 24, Supervisor Cindy Chavez and I 

will propose a resolution in opposition to the San Luis Obispo County Rail Spur Expansion Project.  

 

The Rail Spur Extension Project, otherwise known as the “Oil Trains Project,” is a proposed rail route that 

would move up to five trains per week, each containing over 2 million gallons of crude oil, through the 

County on the Union Pacific Railroad (UPPR) rail line.  

 

The route would begin in Oakland, then pass through Milpitas, downtown San Jose, and then parallel to 

Highway 101 through Morgan Hill and Gilroy, eventually ending at the Santa Maria Refinery in Southern 

California. The project would involve expanding the UPPR line into three lines, extending the railroad 

spur by 6,915 feet, and creating a crude oil car unloading facility. 

 

Most importantly, however, the project requires that nearly 11 million gallons of crude oil travel through 

the County every week. Crude oil is highly toxic and combustible, and the possibility of oil spills, fires, 



and explosions poses a grave public safety threat to the region.  

 

A Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) released in October 2014 identified such potential 

accidents as the primary danger of the project. With roughly 200,000 residents, as well as hundreds of 

businesses, schools, government buildings, and venues within a one-mile radius of the proposed oil train 

route, the risk of oil train accidents is substantial.  

 

In addition to major public safety concerns, the project poses significant threats to the environment. The 

impact of the oil trains would lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions and hazardous waste in the 

region. The high levels of sulfur dioxide in crude oil would also cause long-term damage to local 

groundwater and farm lands. In addition, 41 intersections along the UPPR line would be required to stop 

for the oil trains, leading to greater traffic congestion and air pollution.  

 

A number of cities, counties, and agencies have already submitted letters in opposition to the project. It is 

important that the Board of Supervisors join the movement to oppose this project and its dangerous 

consequences for the region. By doing so, we will send a clear message: the safety of our residents and 

our environment comes first. 

 

BAY AREA BIKESHARE EXPANDING  

I have long been an advocate for bicycling as a sustainable and healthy means of transportation. Since 

2013, the Bay Area BikeShare program has made it easier for residents and commuters to use bicycles for 

running errands, traveling to and from work, or simply for pleasure. I am pleased to announce that the 

program is looking to expand in the region and is need of public input on the locations of its new stations. 

 

Over the next two years, BikeShare will add 7,000 bikes to several Bay Area cities, including San Jose. 

Residents are encouraged to suggest locations for the new BikeShare stations by using BikeShare’s 

interactive online map. The locations with the most suggestions will be selected as potential station sites 

during the installation phases. To view current suggestions and make your own, visit 

http://suggest.bayareabikeshare.com/.  

 

BikeShare offers uniquely one-size-fits-all designed bikes that are comfortable for all users and feature 

seven speeds, upright handlebars, wide seats, hand brakes and a chain guard to protect clothing. 

Headlights and taillights illuminate automatically when the bike is pedaled. Rates to join Bay Area 

BikeShare are $88 for an annual pass, $22 for a three-day pass, and $9 for a daily pass. Each pass 

provides for unlimited trips during the membership period, with no additional cost for the first 30 minutes 

of each trip. Bay Area residents and visitors can learn more about the BikeShare system at 

www.bayareabikeshare.com.  

WATER CONSERVATION REBATES 

As the dramatic conditions of drought in our state persist, water conservation is more critical than ever. I 

have long advocated for sustainable water usage practices, which includes providing residents with more 

incentives to save water and live sustainably. Because of this, I’m pleased that the state has begun 

offering two new rebate programs for water conservation efforts. 

 

The first rebate program is aimed at residents who replace their lawns with drought-tolerant landscaping. 

The Turf Replacement Rebate offers up to $2 per square foot of removed and replaced turf, with a 

maximum of $2000 total. This $24 million program is expected to support the conversion of more than 10 

million square feet of turf, or approximately 20 percent of the statewide goal of 50 million square feet of 

turf. 

 

The second rebate program, the High-Efficiency Toilet Rebate, seeks to replace low-efficiency toilets (1.6 
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gallons per flush or more) with high-efficiency ones (1.28 gallons per flush or less) in single-family 

homes. Up to $100 will be rebated to residents who purchase and install the new toilets. This goal of this 

$6 million program is to replace 60,000 toilets throughout the state. 

 

For more information on the rebate programs, visit www.saveourwaterrebates.com. To stay up to date on 

the stats of the drought in Santa Clara County, visit www.valleywater.org/drought.  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

23rd Annual Assyrian Food Festival 
What: This is an event to bring public awareness about the Assyrian community in the Bay Area. It 

features authentic Assyrian food, live music, dancing and entertainment, parades, and vendors from all 

over the world. Admission is free. There is also free parking with a shuttle to the event. 

When: Saturday, August 22 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.  

Sunday, August 23 from 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Where: Assyrian Church of the East, 680 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose 

More Information: Visit http://www.assyrianfestival.com.  

 

Celebrate Cambrian Festival 
What: The Celebrate Cambrian Festival is a family event presented by San Jose City Councilmember 

Donald Rocha, the Camden Community Center, local businesses, and community volunteers. The festival 

include a kids’ fun zone with bounce houses, a photobooth, food and drink vendors, resource fair booths, 

and live entertainment. 

When: Sunday, August 23 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Where: Camden Community Center, 3369 Union Ave., San Jose 

More Information: Call 408-535-4977. 

 

5th Annual Silicon Valley Bike Summit 
What: The Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition and Stanford Health Care present their annual gathering of 

active transportation leaders. Participants will hear fresh ideas about the future of safety and bicycling in 

Silicon Valley. There will also be a post-summit happy hour during which participants can mingle with 

colleagues and friends. Tickets are $35, which includes a light breakfast, lunch, and happy hour. 

Scholarships for attendance are available to those in need. 

When: Wednesday, August 26 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Where: Oshman Family Jewish Community Center, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto 

More Information: Visit http://bikesiliconvalley.org/event/silicon-valley-bike-summit/. 

 

National Women's Equality Day Silicon Valley Rally and March 
What: This year is the 95th Anniversary of a women’s right to vote. While women have come a long way 

towards gender equality since 1920, there is still work to do. This event hopes to educate, organize, and 

activate Silicon Valley in efforts to bring greater attention to inequality and what can be done collectively 

about it. This event is free, non-partisan, and open to everyone. Registration is required. 

When: Saturday, August 29 from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Where: San Jose City Hall, 200 East Santa Clara Street 

More Information: Visit http://tinyurl.com/ovj3w6u. 
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Italian Family Festa San Jose 
What: Come share the day with great friends and family, authentic Italian foods, fantastic live 

entertainment, and strolling the many wonderful arts and crafts merchants in “La Vita Dolce Italiana.” 

Now in its 35th year, the Italian Family Festa has evolved and flourished now drawing over 25,000 

attendees. The event features live entertainment, a wine tasting garden, grape stomps, bocce ball, and 

specialty foods. 

When: Saturday, August 29 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Sunday, August 30 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Where: Guadalupe River Park, 350 W. Julian Street, San Jose  

More Information: Visit http://www.italianfamilyfestasj.org/. 

 

American Indian Heritage Celebration 
What: All are invited to the 8th annual American Indian Heritage Celebration. There will be traditional 

Big Time, Aztec dancing, Pow wow, and an American Indian Market. In addition, this free event will host 

a number of tribal information, nonprofit, and health organization booths, as well as traditional foods such 

as fry bread and Indian tacos.  

When: Saturday, September 12 from noon to 10 p.m. 

Where: Santa Clara County Fairgrounds, 344 Tully Road, San Jose 

More Information: Visit http://tinyurl.com/pjfypws. 

 

Willow Glen Founders' Day Parade 
What: The Willow Glen Business Association and Willow Glen Neighborhood Association cordially 

invite you to participate in the 2015 Founder’s Day Parade. New to this year’s parade will be tours 

through the area on a historic cable car. Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for children. 

When: Saturday, September 29 at 10:30 a.m. 

Where: Lincoln Avenue, Downtown Willow Glen, San Jose 

More Information: Visit www.willowglen.org/founders_day. 

 

This is an informative newsletter designed to keep you up-to-date on issues that I am working on, local updates, 
events in District 4, and County resources. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please hit the “reply” button 
and put the word “remove” in the body of the email. To receive a text-only version of the newsletter, please hit the 
“reply” button and put the words “text only” in the body of the email. To change the email address where you 
receive your newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and indicate the old and new email addresses in the body of 
the email. If you would like to be added to our mailing list, please send an e-mail to 
supervisor.yeager@bos.sccgov.org with the subject: “Add.” 
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