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Join Ken at the Silicon Valley Turkey Trot. Sign up at www.svturkeytrot.com. 

 

WINTER A CHALLENGE FOR SOME RESIDENTS  

Winter will soon be upon us. For many of us, winter represents the holiday season and time spent with our 

families. For others, winter can be a tough time. The County remains committed to working with our 

community partners to keep our most vulnerable populations safe during these cold winter months. 

 

If you know of anyone in need of cold weather shelter, the County funds a program that runs from 

December 1 through March 31. HomeFirst (formerly EHC Lifebuilders) operates the Boccardo Reception 

Center at 2011 Little Orchard Street in San Jose. During the winter months, HomeFirst opens the Gilroy 

National Guard Armory at 8490 Wren Avenue to meet additional need. 

 

HomeFirst used to also operate a cold weather shelter at the Sunnyvale National Guard Armory. That site 

has closed to make room for an affordable housing project. Instead, the County has set aside a million 

dollars to replace those 125 beds. In the meantime, the County established agreements with homeless 

services providers who have existing programs, expertise and unused shelter capacity to meet the needs of 

unsheltered homeless in the area.  

 

The temporary emergency shelter beds will be provided by HomeFirst, InnVision Shelter Network, an 

expansion of Hotel de Zink for 90 days during the cold weather season, and Project WeHope which will 

increase the number of emergency shelter beds in East Palo Alto. The County will also collaborate with 

HomeFirst to increase specialized outreach and intensive case management services for chronically 

homeless in the North County and West Valley areas. 

 

In addition to those who are unsheltered, remember that seniors and the very young can be at risk for 

hypothermia in cold temperatures. Hypothermia is a medical emergency that happens when your body 

loses heat faster than it can produce heat, causing a dangerously low body temperature that can be fatal. 

Those at risk should, if possible: 

 

• avoid being outside during the coldest part of the day; 

• dress in layers; 

• wear a hat that covers your ears; 

• know that mittens provide more warmth than gloves; 

• wear waterproof insulated boots;  

• stay hydrated; 

• get out of wet clothes as soon as possible; and 

• remember that drinking alcohol and staying outside in cold temperatures can be deadly.  

 

 

http://www.svturkeytrot.com/
http://www.supervisoryeager.org/portal/site/d4/
http://svturkeytrot.com/


For residents and families in need of food, the Second Harvest Food Bank has the Food Connection line at 

(800) 984-3663 or (408) 266-8866 x101. Food Connection can tell you where you can get free food at 

locations near your home or work. You can also learn about special holiday meals being served across the 

County to those in need.  

 

If you would like to donate time, money, or food to Second Harvest, please visit http://www.shfb.org for 

more information. You can also contact Elizabeth Griswold at HomeFirst at egriswold@homefirstscc.org 

or (408) 539-2143 to learn about volunteer opportunities in shelters or how to donate money and goods 

like blankets, toiletries, clean socks, and underwear. 

 

As always, I encourage you to contact my office if you have any concerns or are interested in additional 

information. You can reach me at (408) 299-5040 or via email at Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org.  

 

As it does each year, the Second Harvest Food Bank has compiled a list of places serving free 
Thanksgiving meals. Go to http://www.shfb.org/getfood to learn more. 

 

HOLIDAY TRAIN BRINGS JOY AND TOYS 

For the 12th consecutive year, Caltrain and the Silicon Valley Community Foundation are celebrating the 

spirit of giving with the 2014 Holiday Train. The event will travel to nine Caltrain stations throughout the 

Bay Area where residents can bring gift donations for disadvantaged local children. The Holiday Train 

has collected nearly 50,000 toys from Bay Area residents since its inception. 

 

With over 70,000 sparkling lights and endless cheer, the Holiday Train is the perfect way to enjoy the 

spirit of the season. At every stop, Santa, Mrs. Claus, Frosty the Snowman and others will get off the train 

to greet kids and pose for pictures. There will be live entertainment for families to enjoy before the Train 

arrives. In Santa Clara, Menlo Park, Mountain View, and Sunnyvale, food trucks will also be available.  

 

 

http://www.shfb.org/
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The Salvation Army and the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program will collect unwrapped 

toys at each station. The Holiday Train collected more than 2,000 toys and raised over $100,000 last year 

alone. I encourage residents to enjoy this holiday favorite and help make this season special for children 

in need. 

 

The 2014 Holiday Train will visit nine Caltrain stations on December 6 and 7. For specific times and 

more information, visit www.holiday-train.org.  

 

 

COUNTY RECEIVES GRANT TO PREVENT CHRONIC DISEASE 

In September, the Santa Clara County Public Health Department was awarded nearly $6 million in multi-

year federal funding to address chronic disease and related risk factors. Risk factors include tobacco use 

and exposure to smoking, poor nutrition, lack of physical activity, and limited access to chronic disease 

prevention. The grant will also support efforts to better link patients and clients to community resources.  

 

The cost of managing chronic diseases is a growing issue for our community. Heart disease, cancer, 

diabetes, and other chronic diseases are the leading causes of death, disability, and health care costs. 

Seven out of 10 Americans die each year from chronic disease. Eighty percent of the $2.7 trillion our 

nation spends annually on medical care is on chronic diseases. This grant will support local public health 

efforts to reduce chronic diseases, promote healthier lifestyles and reduce health disparities. 

 

The County will receive $1.9 million in the first year from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s Partnerships to Improve Community Health grant program. The same amount will be 

awarded for two more years, provided funds remain available. Approximately half of the funds will go to 

community programs and organizations. The initiative supports public health efforts to reduce chronic 

diseases, promote healthier lifestyles, reduce health disparities, and control health care spending. 

 

 

http://www.holiday-train.org/


This grant will allow the County to build the successes from the Communities Putting Prevention to Work 

and the Community Transformation grants over the last few years. Previous funding help the County pass 

policies I have championed such comprehensive secondhand smoke protections and nutrition standards. 

Those policies have since been adopted by other cities and organizations. This grant will help us do even 

more. 

 

COUNTY ADOPTS NEW GRAFFITI GUIDELINES  

Earlier this month, the Board of Supervisors adopted guidelines to implement the recently amended 

Graffiti Abatement Ordinance Code. The ordinance code aims to ensure that people who own or have 

control of any property remove all graffiti from their property within 48 hours of receiving an official 

notification. Property values are threatened and additional crime is encouraged in communities that are 

not equipped to respond quickly to graffiti. 

 

County guidelines recommend that property owners take the following steps to reduce graffiti on building 

exteriors and walls: 

 

• Ensure areas are well lit, with motion activated lights around buildings. 

• Plant “uncomfortable” vegetation, such as vines, cacti and other landscaping along walls and fences.  

• Limit access to roofs by removing dumpsters away from walls. 

• Cover drainpipes to prevent vandals from scaling them, install fences, control entrances and exits, and 

create other barriers to discourage through traffic. 

 

The prevalence of graffiti is damaging to the value and well-being of our communities. I encourage 

property owners, managers, and residents alike to have consistent communication with neighbors, 

neighborhood associations, and neighboring businesses. A strong network of active and aware residents 

will lead to safer, cleaner neighborhoods.  

 

To report graffiti in a neighborhood, call the County of Santa Clara Code Enforcement Division at (408) 

299-5794.  

 

EXPRESSWAY PLAN NEEDS INPUT FROM RESIDENTS  

Over 1.5 million vehicles travel on 62 miles of expressways through 11 cities in Santa Clara County every 

day. The County wants to hear from expressway users and residents to share their comments about the 

expressway system as part of the Expressway Plan 2040 project. The plan, expected to be completed in 

June 2015, will address long range expressway maintenance and improvements for vehicles, pedestrians 

and bicyclists. 

 

More than 50% of County residents travel on expressways every day. Expressways serve our 

transportation needs by supplementing the area freeways and relieving local streets of commuter traffic. 

The Expressway Plan 2040 community meetings give residents a voice in the planning process by sharing 

their ideas and concerns. 

 

The Expressway Plan 2040 project will provide a long-term plan for maintenance and improvements to 

the expressway system based on city land use plans, projected 2040 traffic growth and complete streets 

planning of connected and nearby roadways. The plan will also identify new challenges, and take a fresh 

look at operational enhancements, pedestrian and bicycle facilities, sound walls, and landscaping.  

 

I encourage you to learn more about the Expressway Plan and provide your input by visiting 

www.Expressways.info. 

 

 

http://www.expressways.info/


 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Featured Event:  

Applied Materials Silicon Valley Turkey Trot 
What: Start Thanksgiving Day off on the right foot. Before the big games, the big meal, the 
parades and the pies why not get in a little exercise and a lot of fun while benefiting local 
charities? The Applied Materials Silicon Valley Turkey Trot is an event the whole family will 
enjoy and it’s a great way to kick off Thanksgiving Day. There will be a series of 
competitive and elite races as well as a 5K Walk/Run, a 10K Walk/Run, a 10K Wheelchair 
Race, and a Kids’ Fun Run. You’ll also be giving “thanks” by helping Healthier Kids 
Foundation Santa Clara County, Housing Trust Silicon Valley, Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties, Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Cruz 
County and The Health Trust. These charities provide families with their most basic needs 
for “health, hope, and a home. 
When: Thursday, November 27 at 6:30 a.m. 
Where: Guadalupe Santa Clara Street at Market Street, San Jose 
More Information: Visit www.svturkeytrot.com/.  

 

Holiday Card Crafting 
What: Families are invited to the Campbell Library to create cards just in time for the holiday season. 

There will be an instant photo booth and plenty of supplies and props available for participants to make 

fun holiday cards. This activity is free, and all ages are welcome. 

When: Saturday, November 22 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Where: Campbell Library, 77 Harrison Ave. 

More Information: Call (408) 866-1991 or visit www.sccl.org. 

 

Thanksgiving Sunrise Ceremony 
What: Akoma Arts invites residents to give thanks and celebrate indigenous cultures through this 

community event. There will be a Celebration of Gratitude, which includes indigenous blessings and 

song, African libations, Aztec and African dance, and much more. The event is free, and all are welcome. 

When: Thursday, November 27 beginning at sunrise. 

Where: Mexican Heritage Plaza, 1700 Alum Rock Ave, San Jose 

More Information: Call (408) 506-6988 or visit www.akomaarts.org. 

 

Fantasy of Lights Walk-Thru 
What: Experience a one-night only walking tour for the opening night of the largest holiday light show in 

Northern California. Admission is $5 for ages 3 and older, with free parking and free shuttles to the park. 

Please bring a donation of canned food to benefit Second Harvest Food Bank. The Fantasy of Lights 

drive-thru experience begins December 8 and open nightly from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. through December 24. 

When: Saturday, December 6 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Where: Vasona Lake County Park, 333 Blossom Hill Rd., Los Gatos 

More Information: Call (408) 355-2201 or visit www.parkhere.org. 

 

Annual Holiday Wreath Workshop 
What: The Guadalupe River Park Conservancy invites all to learn the art of incorporating unusual items 

found in nature into homemade wreaths. All basic materials will be provided, but feel free to bring along 

any greenery, lights, or ornaments that you would like to incorporate into your wreath. Pre-registration is 

required, and space is limited. 

When: Saturday, December 6 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Where: Guadalupe River Park Conservancy, 438 Coleman Avenue, San Jose 

More Information: Call (408) 298-7657 or visit www.grpg.org. 
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Public Meeting on Garbage Rates 
What: The County is hosting a public meeting regarding proposed garbage, recycling, and yard-waste 

rate changes for unincorporated areas in Garbage District West (formerly Garbage District 4). All affected 

residents are welcome to ask questions and gain more knowledge on the issue. To find your garbage 

district, visit www.ReduceWaste.org. 

When: Wednesday, December 10 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Bascom Library Community Room, 1000 Bascom Ave, San Jose. 

More Information: Call (408) 282-3180. 

 

TiVo Santa Run Silicon Valley  
What: The TiVo Santa Run Silicon Valley is a new tradition in San Jose benefiting Christmas in the Park 

and Downtown Ice. It is a 5k run/walk that is fun for the whole family. Participants are encouraged to 

dress up as their favorite holiday character or tradition such as Santa, Mrs. Claus, the Grinch, reindeer, 

elves, dreidels, menorahs, ornaments, trees, and candlesticks.  

When: Sunday, December 14 at 1 p.m. 

Where: Santa Clara Street at Almaden Boulevard, San Jose 

More Information: Visit http://santarunsv.com/.  

 

This is an informative newsletter designed to keep you up-to-date on issues that I am working on, local updates, events in 
District 4, and County resources. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the word 
“remove” in the body of the email. To receive a text-only version of the newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the words 
“text only” in the body of the email. To change the email address where you receive your newsletter, please hit the “reply” button 
and indicate the old and new email addresses in the body of the email. If you would like to be added to our mailing list, please 
send an e-mail to supervisor.yeager@bos.sccgov.org with the subject: “Add.” 
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