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COUNTY PASSES COMPREHENSIVE LIVING WAGE ORDINANCE  

The County is the primary provider of safety net services. The widening economic gap in this region 

causes more residents to need those services. On December 9, the Board of Supervisors passed the 

framework for a Living Wage Ordinance that I drafted with Supervisor Dave Cortese.  

 

A living wage ordinance is different from a minimum wage law. A minimum wage law sets a floor for 

pay to all employees in a city, state, or region. A living wage ordinance goes further. It ensures that 

county tax money given to contractors is not spent to support low-wage jobs that increase poverty and 

lead workers to seek more social services. 

 

According to the Insight Center for Community Economic Development, a family with two wage earners 

and two school-age children would need $17.22 an hour to meet a "self-sufficiency standard" in 

California. Almost 30% of residents in Santa Clara County earn below that wage level. Additionally, 37% 

of workers with children take in less than that. 

 

Each year, the County spends about $2.5 billion on contracted services. Under Santa Clara County’s 

Living Wage Ordinance, County-paid service providers will have to pay their workers at $19.06 an hour. 

The rate will be indexed for inflation. Furthermore, employers can receive up to $4 an hour in credit 

against that rate if they provide health and retirement benefits.  

 

Santa Clara County’s Living Wage Ordinance goes beyond just minimum pay. Under the law, employees 

will also receive at least one hour of compensated time off earned per 20 hours worked, up to 12 days a 

year, to care for their own or family member’s illness. Workers will also receive up to five paid days off 

per year for jury duty. 

 

The ordinance also provides additional job security provisions. It bans retaliation against workers who 

request their rights under the Living Wage Ordinance or for engaging in lawful efforts to unionize. The 

law also bars employers from asking an applicant to disclose their conviction history until the employer 

has determined the applicant meets the minimum employment qualifications.  

 

The Living Wage Ordinance will go into effect for service contracts with businesses starting July 1, 2015. 

A separate process outlining provisions for nonprofit service contracts is being developed. Over the next 

six months, the County will also add language creating contract preferences for targeted hiring of 

disadvantaged jobseekers and local residents, worker retention, predictable employee scheduling, and 

full-time work. Once everything is in place, the ordinance will be one of the most comprehensive laws of 

its kind. 

 

As always, I encourage you to contact my office if you have any concerns or are interested in additional 

information. You can reach me at (408) 299-5040 or via e-mail at Supervisor.Yeager@bos.sccgov.org.  
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CALTRAIN WILL SOON ADD CARS TO EASE OVERCROWDING 

Over my last twelve years as a member of the Caltrain Board of Directors, I have been happy to see 

ridership grow to record levels. That success, however, is starting to lead to overcrowding on many peak 

period trains. At its latest meeting, the Caltrain Board of Directors authorized an agreement with Southern 

California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink) to buy 16 surplus rail cars to help ease overcrowding. Five 

of the cars may go into service even sooner than we had hoped.  

 

Average Caltrain weekday ridership is up almost 9% over last year. On many peak-hour trains, this means 

that it is standing room only. Ridership statistics suggest that the number of riders will increase even 

more. Currently, each train set is configured with five cars, which include two bike cars.  

 

Currently, trains can carry between 550 and 650 seated passengers. The new equipment will be used to 

expand a number of peak hour train set to six cars. Depending on how the new cars are configured, this 

will increase capacity on those six-car sets by 100 to 160 seated passengers. 

 

The Metrolink cars are similar to the Bombardier-style vehicles Caltrain uses in part of its fleet. The rail 

cars will require substantial rehabilitation. Certain station platforms may also require upgrades to 

accommodate the longer train sets. Caltrain expects it could take up to a year to put all of the the cars into 

service. 

 

The total cost of purchasing and renovating the equipment is $15 million. The majority of this funding 

will be covered by a farebox revenue bond. Nearly four straight years of record-setting ridership growth 

also has resulted in record-setting farebox returns, allowing Caltrain to set some of that funding aside to 

help address capacity issues. The cost of purchasing new cars would cost more than $50 million and take 

longer to build. 

 

Most of the cars will need to be transported to the manufacturer for rehabilitation. That process could take 

up to a year. However, five of the cars are in good enough shape that can be put into service as soon as 

operational issues are resolved. 

 

Caltrain also recognizes that there is a need for additional bike capacity on our trains. These new cars 

offer an opportunity to explore increasing capacity and consistency for bikes on board. At this time, 

Caltrain staff is looking to add a third bike car to peak commute trains that are most impacted by bike 

demand. There will be a report back to the Board in January on the regulatory, operational, staffing, and 

cost issues associated with making that happen. 

 

The addition of new cars brings a temporary fix for overcrowding. However, the modernization and 

electrification project now underway will bring in a new fleet of electric vehicles that will provide the 

flexibility and improved performance that will provide long-term solutions to increased ridership.  

 

CLIPPER CARD NEEDS YOUR INPUT 

Our local transit services are most efficient and accessible when they address the direct needs of the 

public. With more than 1.4 million cards in use, it is important that the Clipper program is functioning as 

well as it possibly can. With this goal in mind, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and 

Bay Area transit agencies are asking Clipper card users to share their experiences with the program.  

 

Clipper is the transit fare payment system for the San Francisco Bay Area and is currently accepted for 

payment on 13 transit agencies. The cards are used for more than 700,000 trips each day. Whether you 

currently use Clipper or you have used it in the past, I encourage you to take the short survey being 

offered to gather public feedback.  



 

Visit www.futureofclipper.com and click the link to take a survey to provide your feedback. You can also 

share your experiences, suggestions, or concerns with Clipper via email at feedback@futureofclipper.com 

or via voicemail at (510) 817-5680. Surveys and comments are due by January 15, 2015. 

 

VOLUNTEER TO SERVE ON A COUNTY COMMISSION 

The County has a number of commissions on a variety of topics. Each commission is made up of County 

residents who volunteer their time. The commissions serve as advisory bodies to the Board of Supervisors 

and link the Board to different communities of interest.  

 

Currently, there are a number of positions open for appointment from District Four, including: 

 

• Advisory Commission on Consumer Affairs (2 positions available) 

• Board of Plumbing Examiners (must be licensed plumbing contractor) 

• Certification Appeals Board (member of a community neighborhood association)  

• Citizens’ Oversight Committee for Measure A of 2008 

• Code Enforcement Appeals Board (civil engineer non-county employee) 

• Commission on Equal Access and Employment Opportunity (3 positions available) 

• County of Santa Clara Moscow Sister-County Commission (3 positions available) 

• Hsinchu County, Taiwan, Republic of China Sister-County Commission  

• Province of Florence, Italy Sister-County Commission (3 positions available) 

• Roads Commission 

• Senior Care Commission 

 

To learn more about County Commissions, go to http://www.sccgov.org/sites/bos/bnc/Pages/default.aspx. 

If any of the openings interest you, please contact Michelle Collins in my office at (408) 299-5040 or 

michelle.collins@bos.sccgov.org. 

 

SCC GOV 101 ACADEMY NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  

Applications are now available for the SCC GOV 101 Academy, a 10-week program that provides a 

comprehensive overview of County government, its role and responsibilities, as well as the programs and 

services offered by the County.  

 

The Academy will hold its first session on Wednesday, February 11. Applications will be accepted until 

January 15. The 40 seats will be distributed across the county. Eight will be available for each of the five 

Supervisorial Districts.  

 

Most sessions will occur on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. One half-day session will 

take place on a Saturday. The graduation ceremony will take place during a Tuesday morning Board of 

Supervisors meeting in the spring. 

 

The goals of the program are to: 

 

• raise public awareness of County roles and services;  

• promote engagement and understanding of the County;  

• encourage participation in advisory commissions and volunteer opportunities; and  

• contribute to creating a more informed public.  

 

There is a $30 materials fee, which can be waived in cases of financial hardship. For more information or 

to obtain an application, contact the Office of Public Affairs at SCCPublicAffairs@ceo.sccgov.org or call 

(408) 299-5151. 
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RIDE THE VTA HOLLY TROLLEY  

VTA is brightening up December with its Holly Trolley, the historic “Car 2001”. Children of all ages will 

enjoy the festive decorations and listening to carolers as the trolley winds its way through downtown San 

Jose. The free trolley runs every weekend (except Christmas weekend) through January 1. 

 

Enjoy the ride on your way to dinner, a show, or to Christmas in the Park with the family. The Holley 

Trolley runs hourly between San Jose Civic Center and Diridon light rail stations. Catch the fun from 6:30 

p.m. until 10 p.m. on Friday evenings and from 2:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays, weather 

permitting.  

 

Car 2001 was built in 1928 and operated for nearly 60 years in the streets of Milan, Italy. The historic 

trolley was donated to the San Jose Trolley Corporation by the Italian government in the mid-1980s. VTA 

maintains six restored trolleys that can be seen and ridden at the San Jose Historical Museum in Kelly 

Park. 

 

For more Holly Trolley information, and for VTA route and schedule information, contact VTA 

Customer Service at (408) 321-2300 or visit www.vta.org. 

 

 

HOLIDAY RENT-A-TREE PROGRAM  

During the holidays, many families enjoy the festive sight and smell of a real tree in their home. While 

this tradition is a great way to get in the spirit of the season, it can lead to the damaging reduction of many 

perfectly healthy trees in our ecosystem. This is why I’m pleased that Our City Forest is offering the 

Holiday Rent-A-Tree program for the month of December. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vta.org/


Through Our City Forest, residents can rent a holiday tree and choose to either return or adopt the tree 

after thirty days. The returned trees will be replanted in local schools, parks, and neighborhoods, where 

they can continue to grow and benefit the environment. With this zero-waste program, families can 

celebrate the holidays the eco-friendly way.  

 

The trees are offered in a variety of species and sizes, with prices ranging from $25-$95. Delivery and 

pick-up services are available. To reserve your tree, visit www.ourcityforest.org. or stop by the 

community nursery at 1000 Spring Street in San Jose. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Ainsley House Holiday Tours 
What: Explore the fifteen festive rooms of Campbell’s historic Ainsley House. The entire house will be 

filled with the work of local interior designers, house decorators, florists, and volunteers. A special 

holiday boutique will also be available, with unique gifts such as seasonal ornaments, tea accessories, 

scarves, and more. Proceeds from the tours and sales at the holiday boutique will benefit the Campbell 

Historical Museum & Ainsley House Foundation. 

Where: 300 Grant St, Campbell 

When: Thursday, December 11 through Sunday, December18 from noon to 4 p.m. 

More Information: Call (408) 866-2757. 

 

Kwanzaa Village Youth Expo 
What: All local youth are invited to learn about the joys and lessons of Kwanzaa. This free event will 

feature activities, demonstrations, exhibits, and performances about the harvest and the strengthening of 

family life. This is a great introduction to the principles of Kwanzaa in a fun, educational setting.  

Where: Historic Hoover Theater, 1635 Park Avenue, San Jose 

When: Saturday, December 13 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

More Information: Call (408) 320-5084. 

 

Martial Cottle Park Opening Celebration 
What: Come enjoy the opening of Martial Cottle Park, a celebration of our region’s agricultural heritage. 

Congressman Mike Honda and Supervisor Mike Wasserman will speak at the event, which also includes a 

flag raising ceremony. This is a great opportunity to engage with the community and gain an appreciation 

for the history of farming in Santa Clara Valley.  

Where: The corner of Branham Lane and Snell Avenue, South San Jose 

When: Saturday, December 13 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

More Information: Call (408) 355-2215 or email Tamara.Clark@prk.sccgov.org. 

 

TiVo Santa Run Silicon Valley  
What: The TiVo Santa Run Silicon Valley is a new tradition in San Jose benefiting Christmas in the Park 

and Downtown Ice. It is a 5k run/walk that is fun for the whole family. Participants are encouraged to 

dress up as their favorite holiday character or tradition such as Santa, Mrs. Claus, the Grinch, reindeer, 

elves, dreidels, menorahs, ornaments, trees, and candlesticks.  

When: Sunday, December 14 at 1 p.m. 

Where: Santa Clara Street at Almaden Boulevard, San Jose 

More Information: Visit http://santarunsv.com/. 
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Gingerbread Gala 
What: The Campbell Library is celebrating the holidays with a festive story and cookie decorating 

activities. The event is free and all children ages 5 and up are welcome. Please contact the Campbell 

children's desk to sign up in advance at (408) 866-1991. 

When: Wednesday, December 17 from 3:30 to 4:40 p.m. 

Where: Campbell Library, 77 Harrison Ave 

More Information: Visit www.sccl.org/campbell.  

 

Santana Row Menorah Lighting 
What: The Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and The PJ Library invite all to Santana Row to celebrate 

the Jewish Festival of Lights. There will be dreidel decorating, Jewish story time, arts and crafts, the 

lighting of the Menorah, and other activities. Kosher treats will be available, as well as live entertainment 

for the whole family. 

Where: 377 Santana Row, San Jose 

When: Wednesday, December 17 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

More Information: Call (408) 551-4611 or visit www.santanarow.com/events/menorah-lighting. 

 

2015 Freedom Train 
What: Train ride to San Francisco in celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, including civil 

rights stories from United States Marshals and performances by the gospel singers of the Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Association of Santa Clara Valley. $15 for the general public, and $10 for children, 

seniors, students (with proof of ID), and persons with disabilities. Ticketholders will receive discounts at 

a number of designated entertainment venues and restaurants in Downtown San Jose for the weekend of 

January 18 to 20. To purchase tickets today, visit www.scvmlk.org.  

When: Monday, January 19 at 10 a.m. 

Where: San Jose Diridon Station, 65 Cahill Street 

More Information: Call (408) 861-5323 or email Kathleen Flynn at presmlkscv@yahoo.com. 

 

Ash Kickers Program 
What: Breathe California is offering its Ash Kickers Quit-Smoking Classes to all residents who are 

looking to kick the habit. The class is led by a trained facilitator who offers resources and strategies for 

permanent quitting. For those who struggle with smoking, this program is a great opportunity to start 

living healthier in 2015. 

Where: 1469 Park Avenue, San Jose 

When: Tuesdays, January 20 through February 17 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

More Information: Call (408) 998-5865 or visit www.lungsrus.org.  

 

This is an informative newsletter designed to keep you up-to-date on issues that I am working on, local updates, events in 
District 4, and County resources. If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the word 
“remove” in the body of the email. To receive a text-only version of the newsletter, please hit the “reply” button and put the 
words “text only” in the body of the email. To change the email address where you receive your newsletter, please hit the “reply” 
button and indicate the old and new email addresses in the body of the email. If you would like to be added to our mailing list, 
please send an e-mail to supervisor.yeager@bos.sccgov.org with the subject: “Add.” 
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