By Jeff Rosen
District Attorney
Santa Clara County
Hemmed in by highways and an overgrown creek, the 16-square blocks of
humble homes and small businesses
that make up San Jose's Washington-Guadalupe neighborhood is, in a
way, an Ellis Island within Silicon Valley.
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because they don’t trust anyone. We
refuse to let that happen in Silicon
Valley.
The growing connection between a
working class Latino neighborhood and
our office shows how the criminal
justice system is evolving. It is adapting
to a realization that there is an exorbitant human and financial cost to
revolving-door recidivism and racial
disparities in our jails and prisons. As we
identify injustice within the justice
system and adopt reforms, we are
becoming better attuned to the importance of preventing people from entering the system in the first place. The
Community Prosecution Team helps us
build the trust needed to create a powerful prevention network that helps
keep all of us safe.

teenage gang members shot to death
a man as he walked near an elementary school in the heart of Josue’s neighborhood. Police, working with witnesses
in the area, quickly solved the case,
and removed these violent gangsters
from the neighborhood. We have
charged them with crimes that require
very long prison sentences. Because of
trust, the community called the authorities, and we answered - with justice.
Call us anytime. We are here for you.

While we increasingly invest in
game-changing prevention, we can’t
forget our mission to protect people
from violence. In March, a group of
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