
Questions about California Gun Laws, contact us: 
Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office Crime Strategies Unit 

SuDDA Marisa McKeown [408-792-2608] or DDA Mike Vidmar [408-792-2489] 

GUN VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS 
 

 

 TEMPORARY EMERGENCY TEMP EX-PARTE ONE YEAR AFTER HEARING 
STANDARD FOR 

ISSUANCE 

 Must show there is 
reasonable cause: (1) the 
party is and immediate 
and present danger of 
causing personal injury to 
self or another by having 
guns/ammo AND (2) order 
is necessary to protect 
injury because other 
means have been tried OR 
are inappropriate under 
the circumstances  
 

 

Must show there is a 
substantial likelihood: (1) 
the party poses a significant 
danger, in the near future, 
of injury to self/others, AND 
(2) order is necessary to 
protect injury because 
other means have been 
tried OR are inappropriate 
under the circumstances  

 

 Must show by clear and 
convincing evidence: (1) 
party poses significant 
danger of injury to self or 
others, AND less 
restrictive alternatives 
were ineffective or 
inappropriate under the 
circumstances.  

 

WHO CAN 

APPLY? 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY LAW ENFORCEMENT & 

FAMILY/HOUSEMATES 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

PROCESS - Apply Orally or in Writing 
- Contact Duty Judge 
- Form EPO-002 
- Once issued, serve & take 

guns immediately 

- Apply in Writing in Family 
Court 

- Forms: GV-100, CLETS-001, 
GV-109 
 

- The hearing is set EITHER 
by filing Ex Parte OR by 
operation of law after a 
temporary emergency 
order is issued 

DURATION 21 days (triggers 1 Year 
hearing, but otherwise 
expires) 

21 days (pending hearing on 
1 Year order) 

One year 

LEGAL 
AUTHORITY 

PC 18125, et seq. pc 18150, et seq PC 18170, et seq 

 




