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Notice to Hazardous Materials Construction Project Applicants and Contractors 

April 3, 2020 

 

Re: Public Health Order Updated March 31, 2020 

The County of Santa Clara’s Health Officer issued a Public Health Order in response to COVID-19 that went 

into effect on March 17, 2020. This was followed by a second Order effective at 11:59 p.m. on March 31, 

2020, which extends and expands restrictions on activities through May 3, 2020. The Order limits activity, 

travel, and business functions to only those defined in the Order as “Essential”. Additionally, an executive 

order issued by the Governor of California on March 19, 2020 directs all persons to stay home except for 

essential needs. Consistent with these Orders, we are implementing the following changes to hazardous 

materials system construction, installation, repair, retrofit, and closure plan review procedures for the 

duration of the Order. 

 

Revised Plan Review Submittal Process: 

Hazardous materials system installation, retrofitting, repair, and closure work requires a permit 

from the Department of Environmental Health (DEH) in areas covered by the Hazardous Materials 

Storage Ordinance. Our office is not open to accept plan submittals at the counter, via mail, or by 

courier. All Hazardous Materials Construction Permits, Closure Permit Applications, and required 

attachments must be submitted in PDF format via email to deh.hmcd@deh.sccgov.org. If the PDF 

drawings or other files are too large to be emailed, arrangements must be made for file transfer 

through an online document sharing service.  

Your email should include billing contact information and an invoice will be sent to the billing 

contact for payment to be made online. Do not send payments by check. While application 

reviews will continue, we anticipate that turnaround times may increase. As always, ensuring that 

application packages are complete, signed, and contain all required information will help expedite 

review and approval.  

In your application submittal email, indicate if you believe your project qualifies as an “Essential 

Activity” as defined by the County Health Officer’s Order. If so, please include a brief written 

statement specifically detailing your reasoning.   

 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd/DiseaseInformation/novel-coronavirus/Pages/order-health-officer-033120.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/hazmat/programs/plan-check/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/hazmat/programs/plan-check/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:deh.hmcd@deh.sccgov.org


 
 

 

 

Revised Inspection Scheduling: 

Before scheduling an inspection, have ready for posting a brief written statement specifically 

identifying how the work qualifies as “Essential Business” as defined by the Order Section 13.f.v. 

Include a posting similar to Appendix A to identify measures to ensure the Social Distancing 

Protocol.   

To schedule a required inspection, contact the inspector identified in the plan check approval 

letter.   

Please include with your email a brief written statement specifically identifying how the work 

qualifies as an “Essential Activity” as defined by the Order.  

Given the restrictions of the Order, we request as much advance notice as possible. We cannot 

guarantee availability of inspection times for the duration of the Order Alternate inspection 

methods may be used at the discretion of the Hazardous Materials Program. 

 

We appreciate your understanding and patience. We hope that you, your families, and communities 

remain healthy and safe during these trying times. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Documents/Appendix-A-Social-Distancing-Protocol.pdf

