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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

his report presents photo-documentation completed of the Sheep and Swine Building and the 

historic San José Driving Park Track, located at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds at 344 Tully 

Road in San José, California.  Included are historic photographs, a diagrammatic as-built drawing of 

the Sheep and Swine Building, and a detailed narrative of both facilities in the context of the evolution 

of the Santa Clara County Fair.  This report is intended to comply with mitigation measures pursuant 

to the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) for the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds 

Revitalization Project, prepared by the County of Santa Clara.  The project includes demolition of the 

existing Sheep and Swine Building at the fairgrounds as well as removal of the outer portions of the 

Driving Park Track.  The Environmental Impact Report adopted for the project concluded that 

demolition of the Sheep and Swine Building and removal of the historic Driving Park Track would 

constitute a significant adverse effect on the historic properties.  Section 5020.1 of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) states that demolition, destruction, relocation or alteration 

activities that would impair the significance of a historic resource results in a "substantial adverse 

change.”  This documentation is intended to reduce the impact of the project on historic resources, as 

identified in the Final EIR.   

 

This documentation was prepared according to the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines 

for Architectural and Engineering Documentation: (HABS/HAER) Standards (U. S. Department of 

Interior 1990).  This type of documentation requires archival quality; large format photographs of the 

exteriors and interiors of the specified buildings, and was completed for this project by the staff of Dill 

Design Group.  The photographs, with index, are provided as a separate binder that is a companion to 

this report, and additional copies of the photographs are included within the bound copies.  

 

This documentation also includes copies of historic photographs of the buildings, a detailed narrative 

history of the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds as well as the Sheep and Swine Building and the 

Driving Park Track, and an architectural description and diagrammatic floor plan of the building.  

 

This documentation package was prepared with the understanding that it be placed in an appropriate 

public or nonprofit archive.  The Final Environmental Impact Report for the project stated that the 

HABS documentation for the Sheep and Swine Building and the (historic) San José Driving Park 

Track should be submitted to the National Park Service for storage at the National Archives.  The 

repository for HABS/HAER documentation is the Library of Congress.  The National Park Service is 

no longer accepting HABS/HAER documentation unless the material is associated with properties 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  It would therefore be appropriate that the County of 

Santa Clara deposit this material in a local archive that is publicly accessible.  Santa Clara County is 

intending to develop its own archives, but, since the project is still under development, an interim or 

alternative location should be pursued.  It is recommended that this documentation be transmitted to 

T 



Historic Mitigation 

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds 

Page 4 
 

DILL DESIGN GROUP 

the Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission for their recommendation on the proper 

disposition of the documentation into a local archive, for either permanent storage, or interim storage 

until the county archives is in operation.  Any use of the material other than for research purposes 

must be with the approval of the owners of the document or image.  The Santa Clara County Fair 

Management Corp., who retains the copyright, presently owns most of these historic documents and 

images.  It is understood that both the historic photos by photographer Eddie Chong and others, and 

the fair history by Dick Barrett are the property of the Fair Association.  They remain as important 

primary reference material on the history of the fair.  The complete collection of material that 

preserves the history of the Fair should be archived in an appropriate repository to insure their long-

term survival.   

 

 

Historical Significance of the Sheep and Swine Building 

 

The Sheep and Swine Building located on the southeast corner of the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds 

is associated with the early development of the Santa Clara County Fair at its current site in the early 

1950s.   

Constructed in late 1950/early 1951, it was constructed as an exhibition space for livestock that was 

used primarily during the annual county fair event.  The interior consists of one large space containing 

livestock pens and two large competition spaces with stands for seating.   

 

A relatively unique structure, it did not appear to possess distinctive architectural characteristics or 

historical significance, that would meet the criteria for its listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places as evaluated within the Final Environmental Impact Report for the project.  The building 

however, appeared eligible for listing on the California Register of Historic Resources under Criterion 

1, as associated with events significant to local history.  The building, at the time of the evaluation, 

had a high degree of historical integrity in its location, use, design and association.  Due to its integrity 

and potential for eligibility for the California Register of Historic Resources, the demolition was 

considered a significant adverse effect on a historical resource.     

 

 

Historical Significance of the San José Driving Park Track 

 

Originally a privately owned tract that was a part of the Mira Monte stock farm, the one-mile dirt track 

was laid out in 1910 by local racing enthusiasts for auto and horse racing.  The San José Speedway 

was later incorporated within the larger outer track. The speedway, a one-half-mile banked dirt and 

clay racetrack was located in the center of the larger oval.  These tracks share a common segment 

approximately 125 yards in length, south of the grandstand.  The original Driving Park Track had not 

been maintained in recent years.   

 

The San José Speedway and historic San José Driving Park Track did not appear to meet the criteria 

for the National Register of Historic places as evaluated within the Final Environmental Impact Report 
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for the project.  The San José Driving Park Track, however, appeared eligible for listing on the 

California Register of Historic Resources under Criterion 1, as associated with events significant to 

local history.  The San José Driving Park Track is documented in historical literature and photographs 

of the fairgrounds.  It is in its original location, although the integrity of design, setting, and 

associations had been altered with the contemporary development of the fairgrounds.  The new 

proposed exposition center and service loading area will be built on a portion of the racetrack, which 

will create a substantial adverse change to the historical resource.   

 

 

Qualifications 

 

Leslie A. G. Dill, Principal of the firm of Dill Design Group, has a Master of Architecture with a 

certificate in Historic Preservation from the University of Virginia and is licensed in California as an 

Architect.  Amber Engle, Preservation Specialist and Project Manager for this report, has a Master of 

Arts in Historic Preservation from the Savannah College of Art and Design, Savannah, Georgia.  April 

Halberstadt, Historian, has a Bachelor of Arts in Urban Geography with a concentration in California 

History from California State University at Hayward, and has published a number of books on 

agricultural history and local architecture.  Leslie A. G. Dill is listed with the Northwest Information 

Center at Sonoma State University as meeting the requirements to perform identification, evaluation, 

registration, and treatment activities within the professions of Historic Architect, in compliance with 

state and federal environmental laws.  The Center, under contract with the California State Office of 

Historic Preservation, utilizes the criteria of the National Park Service as outlined in 36 CFR Part 61. 

 

 

Methodology 

 

This report was prepared utilizing the methodology recommended by the United States Department of 

Interior, National Park Service, as outlined in the 1990 Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 

Guidelines for Architectural and Engineering Documentation: HABS/HAER Standards, the 1993 

Guidelines for Preparing Written Historical and Descriptive Data for the Historic American Building 

Survey, and Preservation Brief #17 (Architectural Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of 

Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character).   
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LOCATION MAP 

United States Geological Survey, San José West and East composite map 

SITE 
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SITE PLAN 

From EIP Associates, Draft EIR 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

 

Origins and History of the Santa Clara County Fair 

 

Throughout history, fairs have been held to exhibit, sell and buy local goods.  Fairs are also used to 

promote the surrounding community and its assets to the greater region.  Community agricultural 

displays have been held throughout history and are significant undertakings for society.  In his book 

Fairground Architecture, Architectural Historian David Braithwaite observed that the earliest 

documented fairs date to Roman times.  Large trading fairs were held throughout Europe during 

medieval times, and were important for promoting commerce and provided entertainment.  One record 

of cash returns for a fair in England shows receipts for side shows as early as 1827. 

 

The earliest fairs in Santa Clara County were held by the Santa Clara County Agricultural Society to 

exhibit the extraordinary produce that local growers were harvesting.  Pears that weighed over a pound 

were common, and local farmers showed them proudly.  The Santa Clara County Fair Association 

claims its forebears as the two agricultural societies formed in Santa Clara County in the early 1850's.  

The first was named the Pioneer Horticultural Society.  Louis Prevost, Louis Pellier, J. B. Bontemps, 

B. S. Fox and E. W. Case organized the Pioneer Horticultural Society in 1853.  The purpose of the 

group was to meet monthly and consult with each other regarding their respective enterprises. In 1854, 

the second group was formed, known as the Santa Clara Valley Agricultural Society.  All of the men 

involved played important roles in introducing and developing the agricultural industry in the Santa 

Clara Valley.  By 1857, the two groups were merged and consolidated under the name of the Santa 

Clara Valley Agricultural Society. 

  

When the California State Agricultural Fair was held in San José in 1856, the city was crowded to 

overflowing.  Fortunately, hospitable citizens opened their doors to the many guests that overwhelmed 

the community. It was felt that the enterprise was such a tremendous success that a county fair should 

be held. The first local fair was organized in 1857, and fairs were held annually thereafter.  Subsidized 

by the State of California, fairs were shown to be important and profitable events; they highlighted the 

community and promoted its products.  In 1859 the Santa Clara Valley Agricultural Society was 

incorporated under state laws, and acquired 76 acres on The Alameda between the cities of San José 

and Santa Clara to use as permanent fairgrounds.  Fairs were held there annually until state aid ceased 

in 1880. 

 

Until 1880, the local agricultural society received an appropriation of $2,000 from the State to hold the 

fair.  In 1880, the legislature reorganized the state into agricultural districts and Santa Clara County 

was combined with San Mateo County to form District 5.  The financing was not adequate to continue 

to hold the local annual fairs.  The timing of this law was unfortunate, since a new grandstand and 

other fairground improvements had just been completed in 1878.  After 1880, several fairs were held, 

but attendance and income was less than satisfactory.  Regular local fairs were discontinued in 1885.  
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A few were held again in the early 1900s, but 1912 was the last show for many years.  Two privately 

financed horse shows were held in 1934 and 1935. 

 

 

Establishment of a New County Fair Association 

 

According to San José Mercury News columnist Dick Barrett, the present day Santa Clara County Fair 

was born on May 13, 1937.  While attending a San José Chamber of Commerce luncheon, Russell E. 

Pettit, Chamber Manager, proposed that a county fair be supported, pointing out that state funds were 

available to help finance such an undertaking. 

 

In 1933, the State of California passed legislation that allowed the local counties a share of income 

from racetracks.  The State measure passed the legislature by almost 2 to 1, and provided that four 

percent of racetrack revenue to go to the State Fairs and Expositions Fund.  This potential income 

from horse racing was the motivation to organize a new local county fair association.  In addition to 

Santa Clara County, several nearby counties began planning permanent fair facilities.  The Alameda 

County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton is one local example of a fair association that was organized and 

built about the same time and by the same impetus. 

 

Santa Clara County had been a center for horse racing since the 1850s. Although other agricultural 

interests overshadowed the County's importance as a horse-breeding center, San José had national 

prominence as an outstanding location for breeding and training pacers and trotters.  Intense local 

interest in horse racing and harness racing continued over the years.  Betting on horse races was 

banned in California until 1933.  Legislation was adopted during the Depression to overturn the ban 

with a promise that the revenue from horseracing was to help support the state, and that 4 percent of 

the pari-mutuel racing pool was to be returned to the local county.  One horse enthusiast, movie mogul 

Louis B. Mayer leased the 177-acre Deepcliff horse-breeding farm in 1941 in rural Santa Clara Valley, 

in order to move his racing stable from Kentucky to Santa Clara County.  His stable included a famous 

stallion worth $225,000.  Newspapers wrote many articles about this horse.  Other famous local horse 

breeding establishments were located in the community, including the Church Ranch on Monterey 

Road and the Boots Ranch, that was later taken over by the expansion of Agnews State Mental 

Facility.  Local businessmen, especially those interested in horses, were attracted to securing a local 

share of these state moneys.  It was believed that a subsidized racetrack operation would help to 

underwrite a local fair and provide the capital to build a permanent fairground facility. 

 

The Mira Monte stock farm was a likely site for such an operation.  According to Santa Clara Valley 

Historian Pat Loomis, a group of horse racing enthusiasts first established a track in this area around 

the turn of the century but the enterprise soon went bankrupt.  It was taken over by Edward Cebrian, a 

rancher who owned several enterprises throughout the state.  The present racetrack was built in 1910.  

In 1919, Dr. H. J. Macomber purchased the track.  He died less than 10 years later in 1928.  After the 

death of Dr. Macomber, fifty of his horses were shipped in four railroad "palace" cars, attached to the 

Gold Coast Limited, and sent to Madison Square Garden in New York for sale.  The animals were 
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valued at $300,000 and had to be sold in order to settle the estate.  Famous horses stabled at Mira 

Monte during Dr. Macomber's lifetime included War Cloud, a Preakness winner in 1918, and Star 

Hawk, who completed second in the Kentucky Derby that same year.  After the death of Dr. H. J. 

Macomber, the operation continued under the ownership of his brother, A. K. Macomber, and his 

nephew, Kirk Macomber. 

 

After several years of negotiation, the local county fair association secured the Macomber property in 

October of 1940.  Operations of the farm were in the hands of tenants and the heir, Kirk Macomber, 

who was willing to sell the parcel substantially below market price in order to secure the sale.  The 

Mira Monte farm provided 97 acres of what is now the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds.  After 

securing the Macomber acreage, the fair directors quickly began to acquire the adjacent parcels that 

make up the nearly 200 acres, which now compose the present fairgrounds site on Tully Road. 

 

 

Development of the Fairgrounds on Tully Road 

  

Buying the Mira Monte farm as the home for the county fair in 1940 proved to be well timed.  The 

Golden Gate International Exposition on Treasure Island had closed and much of its equipment was 

for sale.  The Santa Clara County Fair Association purchased 15 turnstile gates, 250 outdoor benches, 

9 exit gates and 15 sets of bleachers for $3,400.  

 

The fair board went ahead with plans to completely develop the grounds in order to hold the first fair 

at the site in 1941.  County Engineer Robert Chandler prepared a map, and San José architect Ernest 

N. Curtis laid out a plot plan and obtained cost estimates to install a sewer and electrical system.  Fair 

directors asked the State of California for $125,000 as a loan to finance the improvements.  Much to 

their disappointment, the first grant was for only $35,000, just covering the cost of acquisition of Mira 

Monte. Because of the lack of funding, there was some concern about holding a fair in 1941, but the 

directors decided to move forward.  They acquired another $40,000 grant from the State to build 40 

horse stalls and buy a tent later that year to buy a tent.  The first fair was held in October 1941, with 

tents covering the exhibits and temporary bleachers serving as a grandstand. 

 

Local enthusiasm and optimism ran high for construction of permanent facilities, despite the attack on 

Pearl Harbor in December of 1941.  Funding for a long list of facilities, including a permanent 

grandstand and exhibition buildings, was submitted to the State of California.  Since the subsequent 

war effort curtailed the WPA funding programs and other public works, further efforts to build 

permanent buildings and to hold an annual exposition were halted until after World War II.  

 

Although construction was halted, planning went on.  Meeting in 1943, the Board of Directors felt that 

preparations should be made for the time when the war was over and funds would once again be 

available.  It was suggested that an architect be hired to prepare plans and sketches.  Ernest N. Curtis 

prepared a master plan for the site as, well as preliminary drawings for improvements.  It was hoped 

that the new facilities would be built using WPA funds, but America's entry into World War II 
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curtailed all government funding for any construction that was not related to the war effort.  With 

funding not forthcoming, Curtis retired from the project.  Director Walter L. Bachrodt was told to find 

someone suitable.  Walter Bachrodt decided to use C. J. Ryland, an architect with whom he had 

worked with previously as Superintendent of the San José School District.  Ryland was living and 

working in Monterey but had longtime connections with San José.  By March 1944, Ryland had 

submitted a list of proposals and a cost estimate, as well as a large model of the fairgrounds that was 8 

feet square.  Total cost of improvements was estimated at $1,225,000.00.  It was agreed that detailed 

construction plans should be prepared in order to be ready when the war ended. 

 

Plans were ready by the annual meeting in 1945, and a list of the needed buildings was presented in 

order of their priority.  Construction of a grandstand was considered a top priority, followed by the 

stock barns, an exhibition building, an entrance building and parking area.  Although substantial 

funding was received from the State, the money did not cover the estimated costs of all the 

improvements.  The following year, the State allotted $291,000 to the fairgrounds project.  

Unfortunately, that amount did not begin to cover the costs of building a grandstand.  By 1948, the 

grant had been raised to $500,000, an amount still below the estimated construction costs of the 

grandstand.  Ryland’s original design was Early California style, and would have seated 5,280 people.  

When the design went out to bid, the costs were estimated at nearly $800,000.  Ryland was asked to 

modify his design in order to bring the costs below $500,000. 

 

Plans for a reinforced concrete structure to replace the temporary bleachers were sent out to bid.   The 

winning bidder was Robert L. Wilson of Oakland for $415, 242, and a contract was negotiated.  

Although it was hoped that the grandstand would be completed in time for the 1949 Fair, it was late 

summer in 1950 before it was complete.  In his report to the Board of Directors in February 1950, 

Board President Mitchell noted that the new Sheep and Swine Building was also under construction. 

 

Dick Barrett's 1968 publication, A Brief History of the Santa Clara County Fair related that there was 

a fire in September of 1950, a week before the annual fair was to open.  He listed the dairy barn and 

four tents, used for 4-H exhibits, as destroyed, and the Fairview train, used to move fairgoers around 

the grounds, as scorched.  No damage to the new Sheep and Swine, which was under construction, is 

mentioned. The County received $39,878 in insurance for the damaged buildings and quickly 

proceeded to replace the burned structures.  After completion of the grandstand and the livestock 

buildings, the third permanent structure that appeared at the Fairgrounds was the Exhibition Hall.  

Funded in 1952, the hall was 400 feet long and 120 feet wide, with a large kitchen and restrooms at 

both ends.  The new hall was open for displays during the 1953 Fair. 

 

Other permanent structures at the fair include the arch over the entry, which was completed in 1956.  

The grandstand roof was built in 1957, and a building devoted completely to women's exhibits, The 

Pavilion, was completed in 1960 for nearly $600,000. The 4-H clubs and Future Farmers of America 

had their own building by 1965, and an exhibition building for rabbits and poultry was constructed in 

1966. 
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Landscaping the Fairgrounds began as soon as the Mira Monte property was acquired.  Trees and 

shrubs were first planted around the administration building. Additional landscaping activities began 

in earnest after World War II, and the records show that 218 trees and 52 palms were planted in 1944. 

Landscaping for the fairgrounds was designed and coordinated by Al E. Buhot, a nurseryman who was 

also a fair director.  

  

 

Architect C. J. Ryland 

 

The principal architect for the many structures at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds was Columbus 

José Ryland.  C. J. Ryland was born in San José in 1892 and studied at the Western Normal School of 

Arts and Crafts.  He took his architectural examinations in 1916.  At age 26, he entered military 

service and was sent to France in 1918, just at the end of World War I.  Returning from Europe a year 

later, Ryland joined the firm of Swartz and Swartz in Fresno and soon became a partner in the firm.  

At the death of A. C. Swartz, the firm became known as Swartz and Ryland.  The firm designed many 

buildings in the Central Valley of California. 

 

During the mid-1930's, Ryland established an independent practice in Monterey County, and he 

became the official architect for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Pacific Grove. His commissions 

included commercial and residential buildings.  Some of his notable buildings include the Salinas 

National Bank, Sunset School in Carmel, the Monterey City Hall and the Fresno City College library. 

 

He began his work on the Santa Clara County Fairground project in 1944 when he was about 52 years 

of age.  Ryland prepared a master plan for the fairgrounds and designed buildings planned for 

construction at the conclusion of World War II.  He is associated with a number of larger structures at 

the fairgrounds including the Exhibition Hall, the Grandstand, and the Sheep and Swine Building.  

 

Ryland's work on the fairgrounds buildings took place from 1944 until the initial construction phase 

was completed in the mid-1950's.  He died in Walnut Creek, California, in 1980 at the age of 87. 

 

 

The Sheep and Swine Building 

 

Exhibition and sale of local livestock was an early and important feature of the Fair. For decades, 

Santa Clara County had a large number of agricultural associations, which supported and encouraged 

the care and breeding of domestic livestock. These organizations included the local cattle and 

equestrian’s associations, the Future Farmers of America, the 4-H Clubs and various Grange groups. 

 

Construction of permanent buildings to house livestock was the second priority of the Board of 

Directors during the 1940s, just after building a new grandstand.  Once the funding for a grandstand 

had been secured and the contracts had been let, structures for the horses, a new cattle barn and an 

exhibit hall for sheep and swine were expedited. 
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The early structures housing the sheep and swine exhibits were built by the students at San José 

Technical High School.  Superintendent Walter Bachrodt is credited with organizing students for this 

important task.  Anecdotal information maintains that the permanent structure was also built using 

student labor from San José Technical High School, although the records are not clear in that regard. 

 

Dick Barrett noted in his history of the fairgrounds that students from San José Technical High School 

spent 6,550 hours in 1944 alone on building the Administration building and the horse and stock 

barns.  He says, "The students erected the Sheep and Swine barn and did carpentry, painting, plumbing 

and electric wiring as part of their class-work with the blessing of the unions." 

 

Since both labor and materials were in short supply due to wartime needs and post-war shortages, 

building any structures for the fairgrounds was a low priority in the county.  A San José Mercury news 

headline in April of 1946 reads, "County Fair's Building Hope Appears Slim - Veterans Housing takes 

Precedent over Expositions."  The article discusses the need for veteran housing and the ongoing 

shortages in materials and labor for building new homes. 

 

Use of student labor to help build the stock buildings at the fairgrounds was a response to labor 

shortages in the building trades.  Barrett's history also states "In 1950, Cecil Hardesty, Superintendent 

of Schools, was moved to write the Association as follows: 'Apparently the boys from Tech High must 

be helpful to you folks since you encourage them so much.  We, on the other hand, are grateful to you 

for the opportunity which you give the boys to have some real practical experience while they are in a 

training program'." 

 

The year of 1950 was somewhat heartbreaking for the students.  Just prior to the fair opening in 

September 1950, the recently completed horse barn caught fire and was destroyed.  The newspaper 

reported on September 4, 1950 that a fire raced through the livestock section, destroying the $35,000 

dairy barn as well as equipment and floats worth $7,000. The dairy barn had been erected during 

1948-1949 by the San José Technical High School carpentry class. In addition, four pyramid tents, 

which had been erected to serve as dorms for 4-H Club members, were ignited by flying sparks.   

 

Architect C. J. Ryland prepared the design and the construction drawings for the new Sheep and Swine 

Building.  A building permit was granted by the County of Santa Clara to the Fair Grounds 

Association [sic] as owner/contractor for the building on August 2, 1950 (Permit B17962).  The 

single-story structure was designed as an implementation of the Streamline Moderne style.  Louvered 

vents provided a distinctively horizontal element in the façade, and the building was outlined in softly 

glowing neon. 

 

The James Manufacturing Company, a company with plants in Ft. Atkinson, Wisconsin, Elmira, New 

York and Los Angeles, California, fabricated the display pens.  The pens at the fairgrounds were 

installed by Earl S. Ebert, "Reliable Jameswayman," who specialized in installations of farm 

equipment and whose business office was located in Oakland, California. 
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Cattle, sheep and swine were among the earliest livestock exhibits.  Competitions at the fair included 

hundreds of animals entered in contests each year.  Animals were shown by members of the Future 

Farmers of America and the many 4-H clubs in the Valley.  Individuals also entered the competitions.  

The FHA and 4-H had active programs to teach youngsters to care for livestock. The 4-H Clubs still 

have an active membership in Santa Clara Valley, with over 1,000 members reported in 38 local clubs 

in 1999. 

 

The common breeds of swine shown in Santa Clara County were: Berkshire, Chester-White, Duroc-

Jersey, Hampshire and Poland-China.  Sheep were also a very popular exhibit and the common breeds 

were Suffolk, Rambouillet, Corridale, Fleece and Hampshire.  

 

 

Architectural Description of the Sheep and Swine Building 

 

The Sheep and Swine Building was designed as a large, low profile, one-story agricultural building.  

Rectangular in plan, the base of the outside walls was constructed of poured concrete. This base was 

topped by 2 x 4 wood ventilation slats and a sided horizontal fascia that complete the perimeter 

envelope of the building.  The roof structure was a saw-tooth design composed primarily of wood 

framing with some steel elements topping steel columns.  Horizontally slatted vents at the vertical 

sections of the roof brought air and light into the stall areas.  A central roof section rose in the center 

of the building, on steel trusses over the two arenas, and contained clerestory roof vents that faced east 

and west.   

 

Industrial in design and construction, but containing stylistic details of Streamlined Moderne, the 

design was intended to give the building a “modern” look.  This imagery was consistent with other 

buildings designed during the same period at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds.  Buildings 

associated with animal husbandry are typically vernacular in style; however, the Sheep and Swine 

Building was designed as an exposition building.  It is richer in architectural rhetoric than would 

otherwise be expected in a building constructed to house farm animals.   

 

Internally, the building was bisected by two main aisles that framed a central arena area.  The 

northerly arena had a single set of solid wood bleachers that face a large earthen floor judging area.  A 

second, larger, arena was located to the south, and had facing sets of solid wood bleachers.  Recessed 

under the bleachers were offices and mechanical areas.  Between the two arenas was a stall area that 

contained a cluster of stalls painted gold.  These highlighted stalls were used for championship 

animals.  Additional ancillary uses in the central area included two scales, washing stalls, and counter 

and ticket areas. 

 

The remainder of the floor area of the building was devoted to rows of animal stalls constructed of 

welded steel pipe.  The rows of stalls ran east and west and were bisected by north/south aisles on each 

side of the building.  The paired rows of stalls were separated by small, gated aisles that had access to 
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the rear of the stalls, and the wider aisles were controllable by steel gates. Each side of the building 

contained additional concrete washing stalls. 

 

The flooring consisted of asphalt aisles and earthen floors in the stalls.  Concrete curbs surrounded the 

stalls and removable slatted wood flooring was used within them.   The arena floors were also earthen, 

and like the animal stalls, normally filled with loose straw. 

 

The Moderne styling on the exterior of the building was a composition of mass and void with strong 

horizontal elements including long louvered vents and horizontal planters.  The facades were 

punctuated by wood-framed stucco towers centering on interior aisles and at the corners.  These 

towers were roughly cubical in form. Entrances to the building were located on all four elevations.  

The northerly elevation was the primary visitor entry point; it had two large sliding doors that led to a 

registration area.  These entries featured signage composed of individually letters spelling “Sheep” and 

”Swine” over the two doors.  The west elevation had another main centralized tower structure with a 

decorative angled entry between the two restrooms.  It featured two circular medallions with scroll-cut 

representations of a sheep and a pig.  The sheep was original to the construction of the building; the 

pig was a replacement for the original, which had been stolen.  All of the entry doors were large wood 

paneled sliders with expanded steel mesh “lites.”  Some of the tower elements had been embellished 

with neon lighting, and the late evening visual, auditory, and olfactory experience for exhibitors and 

fair patrons would have had memorable acuity.    
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APPENDIX A. 

 

 

 

 

 

This appendix consists of scanned photographs that are owned by the Santa Clara County Fair 

Management Corp. and stored at the fairgrounds in a storage building as pf December 2000.  Use of 

these photographs within this report is by permission of the owner.  The format presented herein does 

not constitute adequate archival preservation of the images.  The preservation of these images is 

currently under the authority of the owners, and is provided here for information purposes only.  

 

These photos, as well as a large collection of photos in this collection are an important reminder of the 

Fair history.     
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Temporary sheep and swine structures 1940s 
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Late 1940s architectural model of the fairgrounds 
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Early aerial view of the San José Speedway within the older San José Driving Park Track, 

  view from the south 

 



Historic Mitigation 

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds 

Page 23 
 

DILL DESIGN GROUP 

 

 
 

 

 

The Grandstand, date unknown, viewed from lower seats looking to the northeast 
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Sheep and Swine Building under construction late 1950 or early 1951 
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Early 1950s photo of Sheep and Swine Building, viewed from the southwest 
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Early 1950s photo of the Sheep and Swine Building, viewed from the northwest 
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Early 1950s photo of the Sheep and Swine Building, viewed from the northwest 
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Interior view of the Sheep and Swine Building, viewed from north entry area looking southwest
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Arena # 1, viewed looking northwest
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 Stall area, occupied
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One of two scales
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Stall occupied
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Stall from narrow walkway
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Stall occupied 
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Publicity photograph 
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Sheep stalls occupied
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Evening view of the Sheep and Swine Building, viewed from the northwest
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APPENDIX B. 

 

 

 

 

 

This appendix consists of copies of the two Department of Parks and Recreation forms completed by 

the EIP Associates, the environmental consultant for the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds Revitalization Project. These forms, developed by the State of 

California, and administered through the California State Office of Historic Preservation, are the 

formal recordation of the Sheep and Swine Building and the San José Driving Park Track.  They 

consist of DPR 523A&B for the Driving Park Track, and DPR 423 A, B & L for the Sheep and Swine 

Building.   
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APPENDIX C. 

 

 

 

 

This appendix consists of a scanned copy of the building permit card for the Sheep and Swine 

Building. 
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APPENDIX D. 

 

 

 

 

This appendix consists of a copy of the book by Dick Barrett, entitled A Brief History of the Santa 

Clara County Fair.  It is under copyright held by the Santa Clara County Fair Management Corp.  The 

copy of this book is included within this report is for research purposes only.  The format presented 

herein does not constitute adequate archival preservation of the book. The preservation of this book 

are under the authority of the owners, and are provided here for information purposes only. 

 

This copy is provided within the HABS Photo documentation Binder only. 
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APPENDIX E. 

 

 

 

 

This appendix consists of a diagrammatic floor plan of the Sheep and Swine Building, prepared by 

Leslie A.G. Dill, Architect, proprietor of Dill Design Group.   This floor plan is conceptual only, and 

is provided to supplement the HABS photo documentation.  The original architectural plans for the 

building appear to still exist at the time of the preparation of this report, but were not made available 

for incorporation in this documentation.  It is recommended that these drawings be scanned and stored 

in an appropriate local archive in the near future. 

 


