PRESIDENT’S DAY STORM
(CORRECTED TO SHOW FEBRUARY 21 CALL @ 12:00 A.M.
TOOK PLACE FEBRUARY 21 @ 12:00 P.M.)
Relevant Chronology of Events
The County Office of Emergency Services coordinated 26 calls relating to the
Winter Storms. Representatives from the City of San José were invited to each of
the calls and attended all of the calls summarized below.

Wednesday, February 15 @ 2:00 p.m.
Six Days Prior to Coyote Creek Flooding
7th Call

Overview of Call

This was the seventh call relating to the Winter
Storms. Given the potential severity of
upcoming storms, the EOC established an
Operational Period from February 15 at 8:00
a.m. to February 21 at 5:00 p.m.
The Overview of the Operational Plan said: “It
is expected that Anderson Dam will begin
spilling prior to or during the next series of
storm systems.”
The Objectives of the Operational Plan included,
among others objectives: “Ensure early public
notification.”
The Event Overview for the call included the
following description: “It is the cumulative
effect of multiple storms that will likely impact
area rivers, creeks, and generate possible
land/mudslides.”

City of San José

The City of San José reported: “Meetgin [sic]
with City Manager, DOT, and Parks to develop
plans related to Lexington Dam and surrounding
areas.”

Thursday, February 16 @ 1:00 p.m.

Five Days Prior to Coyote Creek Flooding
8th Call
An attachment to the email invitation for this call showed which jurisdictions owned
which parcels along Coyote Creek.
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service said rain would
begin late Sunday and taper off by Tuesday,
with 1-2 inches of rain expected in the
mountains, and one-half of an inch to one inch
of rain in the valleys.

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District reported that Anderson Dam
was at 99.2% of its capacity.

City of San José

The City of San José reported: “Coordinating
with city departments to identify potential
evacuation center and shelter locations in the
event of Coyote Creek flooding.”

Friday, February 17 @ 3:00 p.m.

Four Days Prior to Coyote Creek Flooding
9th Call
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service noted there
would potentially be 4 inches of rain in the
mountains, and 3 inches of rain in the foothills.

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District reported: “Concern for
Monday storm on Coyote Creek. Projected
7000cfs peak spillway flow. Sycamore Bridge
floods at approx. 5900cfs . . . Anderson Dam is
releasing at 500 cfs – when spillway reaches
2000cfs the outlet release will be closed.”

City of San José

The City of San José reported that four warming
centers were open Monday through Wednesday
morning, and that calls reporting downed trees
were up.

Monday, February 20 @ 8:30 a.m.

One Day Prior to Coyote Creek Flooding
14th Call
The Event Overview for this call said: “The potential for copious amounts of rainfall
which could cause widespread flooding concerns exist with this system.”
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service said: “Flood
Warning in effect for Coyote Creek at Edenvale;
peak projected to hit 12.4’.”
The National Weather Service also reported
moderate to heavy rainfall over the next 6-12
hours with 4-6 inches of rain in the mountains,
2-4 inches of rain in the east foothills, and .751.25 inches of rain in the valley.

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District noted that “4 reservoirs are
spilling; Anderson, Uvas, Lexington, Coyote.”
The Water District also said: “Anderson is
projected to hit 5000-8000cfs over spillway with
peak flow at 10am tomorrow.”

City of San José

The City of San José reported: “EOC activated
at Level 3 at 0700; 2 shifts. Monitoring
reservoirs and streams. May need assistance for
creek debris clean up. SJFD has doubled USAR
staffing – 2 teams of 8 persons.”

Monday, February 20 @ 2:13 p.m.
Santa Clara Valley Water District

An email update was provided by the Water
District. With respect to Coyote Creek, the
update provided the following Forecasted
Flow: “Peak spill flow forecasts are now
between 7k and 9k cfs, and might be sustained
depending on the rainfall pattern.”
With respect to Coyote Creek Flood Thresholds,
it said: “7,400cfs – Rock Springs neighborhood.”

Monday, February 20 @ 3:00 p.m.

One Day Prior to Coyote Creek Flooding
15th Call
The Event Overview for this call said: “The potential for copious amounts of rainfall
which could cause widespread flooding concerns exist with this system.”
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service reported: “Flood
warning for Coyote Creek.”

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District reported: “4 reservoirs
continue to spill. Anderson now projected peak
flow is 7000-9000cfs between 6-10am Tuesday
with 12-24 hours of peak flow. Spillway flow to
downtown San José on Coyote Creek is roughly
a 6 hour delay.”

City of San José

The City of San José reported that it had rescued
two urban campers, opened two evacuation
centers, and that the Red Cross had opened two
shelters.

Tuesday, February 21 @ 9:00 a.m.
Day of Coyote Creek Flooding -- 18th Call
The Event Overview for this call said: “Flooding remains a concern as water
continues to flow down the slopes from the recent heavy rains, but will diminish later
tonight and Tuesday aside from some of the slower to respond mainstream rivers.”
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service reported: “Flood
warning for Coyote Creek at Madrone.”

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District noted that seven reservoirs
were spilling, including Anderson. It also said
that Anderson peaked at 6830cfs, which is the
highest ever recorded.

City of San José

The City of San José reported: “Rock Springs
neighborhood is flooded.” It also reported:
“Will be issuing messaging along Coyote
Creek.”

Tuesday, February 21 @ 12:00 p.m.
Day of Coyote Creek Flooding
19th Call

The Event Overview for this call said: “Flooding remains a concern as water
continues to flow down the slopes from the recent heavy rains, but will diminish later
tonight and Tuesday aside from some of the slower to respond mainstream rivers.”
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service reports that
showers would continue through the evening,
with possible thunderstorms.

City of San José

The City of San José reported: “Proclaimed.
Evacuations Rock Springs, Needles, Nordell.
Evacuees going through decon. 100 transported
to James Lick HS shelter. Possible LEA request.
AlertSCC messaging on Coyote Creek.
Activated until 0700 Wed. Oxygen support;
FAST team request for shelter coming.”

Tuesday, February 21 @ 3:00 p.m.
Day of Coyote Creek Flooding
20th Call

The Event Overview for this call said: “Flooding remains a concern as water
continues to flow down the slopes from the recent heavy rains, but will diminish later
tonight and Tuesday aside from some of the slower to respond mainstream rivers.”
National Weather Service

The National Weather Service reported:
“Coyote Creek not projected to drop below flood
stage until Wednesday pm.”

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District reported: “Coyote @ Charcot
likely to flood within the next 4-5 hours.”

City of San José

The City of San José reported: “Unified
Command at Golden Wheel mobile home
park. Concerned about Coyote Creek at
William St bridge to Arroyo. Creating flyer for
distribution to potential flood areas.”

Tuesday, February 21 @ 7:00 p.m.
Day of Coyote Creek Flooding
21st Call

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Water District reported: “Anderson levels
are dropping off.”

City of San José

The City of San José reported, among other
things: “Event is in excess of 100 year storm
event for San Jose . . . Williams Street flooding
will be sustained for several hours.”

