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Voices and Choices 
Student Mediators Get a Sneak Preview of High School Challenges 

 
WHAT:  More than 200 middle and high school students will gather for the Student Peer Mediator’s 

Conference featuring the theme “Voices and Choices.” This year’s conference offers a sneak 
preview into the life of high school students.  Students from all over the county will join 
together for a day of fun and reflection about the Voices that we hear around us that influence 
the Choices we make in regards to friends, relationships, activities and life styles.   High 
school speakers will share how their choices have affected not only their own lives, but also 
that of their families, friends and community.   

 
Santa Clara County’s Conflict Resolution Essentials for School Transformation (CREST) is 
hosting its fifth annual conference with students from the County’s 15 cities. The conference 
is planned and organized with help from local high school conflict managers. CREST is part 
of Dispute Resolution Program Services of the County’s Office of Human Relations. County 
mediators as well as adult peer mediator coordinators from local schools will be present. 

 
WHO:  Future Shock – dancers 
  High School Panelists  
  Adult Mediators 
 
WHEN:  Tuesday, February 8, 2005, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

- Opening remarks - 9 a.m. 
 
WHERE:  Masonic Temple, 2500 Masonic Drive, San Jose 
   
WHY: Today’s youth experience so many pressures throughout their day:  pressures from friends, 

family, teachers regarding grades, friendship choices, drugs, sex, etc.  In reaction to these 
many voices, they are often faced with making difficult, spontaneous decisions that cause 
results and consequences that strongly affect not only them, but also their families, friends 
and community. 

 
VISUALS:  A team of teen dancers will perform and share their stories about how they were led to join 

Future Shock.  Adult and high school mediators will oversee mock mediations so that middle 
school mediators can begin to put their new awareness, understanding and empathy into 
practice. 
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