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County’s 3rd Annual Beacon of Light Awards to Recognize 
Individuals and Organizations Contributing to Better Life for 

Immigrants 
 

WHAT:  
Every year, the County of Santa Clara Office of Human Relations (OHR) gives out the Beacon of Light 
Awards to individuals and organizations whose efforts contribute to the well-being of various immigrant 
communities and the health of the society as a whole.  The awardees take on the issues of immigrant 
integration with tenaciousness and respect. The beacon of light shinning through the fog embodies the 
true spirit of the lighted torch held high by the Statue of Liberty to light the doorway to a better life for 
all. 
 
WHO: 
M.C.- Yosimar Reyes, nationally recognized poet and youth poetry slam champion  
Awardees- Silicon Valley Community Foundation and Opportunity Fund; Karla Reyes; Familias 
Unidas Theatre; Phaivanh Khowong 
Immigrant performers 
 
WHEN:  
December 5, 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
 
WHERE: 
Charcot Center Café, 2310 N. First Street, San Jose 
 
WHY: 
The United States has a deep-rooted history as a nation of immigrants.  OHR recognizes that Silicon 
Valley’s success as an economic leader of the world is to a great extent the result of the hard work of 
immigrants. Immigrants have contributed countless hours of work, their own capital, and increased 
productivity to help make this valley significant in the global economy.   
 
The Statue of Liberty has long been a symbol of welcome to all immigrant communities. The Beacon of 
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Light Awards are given as a symbol of the torch that is held by the Statue of Liberty. The light is a 
refection of the hopes and the dreams for a bright beginning in a new country.    
 
About the Awardees 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation, under the leadership of Dr. Emmet Carson, adopted new 
funding guidelines that include investing in "Immigrant Integration" strategies in the region. This 
strategy builds on the vision that in order for U.S. to remain strong and prosperous, it must continue to 
be the land of opportunity where people of all backgrounds and walks of life can put down roots, create 
a better life, and construct an inclusive community.   
 
Opportunity Fund created a $2 million matching fund to help immigrants save money for costly 
citizenship application fees, one of the main barriers to obtaining U.S. citizenship. This program 
empowers immigrants to take the final step to become fully integrated into the U.S. society.  
 
Karla Reyes is a San Jose State University student majoring in Public Relations with hopes to pursue 
a PhD in Education. Ms. Reyes has participated in the development of the Outreach Advocacy and 
Services for Spanish Speaking Immigrant Students Program at Evergreen Valley College and is 
currently the Outreach Coordinator. This program assists immigrant families to access higher 
education.  
 
Phaivanh Khowong escaped from Laos in 1975 and spent time in Thailand and Honolulu before 
coming to New York where she studied Arts and Economics. She came to San Jose in 1983 and in 
1984, she became one of the founders of the County Refugee Program. She has worked with this 
program for more than two decades to serve thousands of refugees coming from all over the world.  
 
Familas Unidas Theatre has provided a sanctuary for immigrant women to openly share their 
personal stories that reflect the importance of valuing themselves as women. Their stories reflect the 
perseverance of the human spirit when our hearts and minds are sewn together. These women all 
have children younger than five. At the same time, they all work and are actively involved in community 
services.  
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