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“Heart and Sole Shoe Giveaway” Donates 500 New Pairs  
of Shoes to Homeless Families and Individuals 

- - 
County of Santa Clara Partners with Variety-The Children’s Charity  

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.--The County of Santa Clara and Variety-The Children’s Charity of 

Northern California partnered in the “Heart and Sole Shoe Giveaway” to provide 

approximately 500 new pairs of shoes to homeless families and individuals in Santa Clara 

County. InnVision’s Georgia Travis Center, City Team Rescue Mission, Emergency 

Housing Consortium, Urban Ministry of Palo Alto (UMPA), Community Solutions and 

Homeless Care Force are the six charities selected to receive shoes. 

 

These organizations, which provide food, clothing, and shelter to the homeless and those 

at risk of becoming homeless, face an increasing demand in challenging economic times. 

According to a survey conducted by the San Jose State University Community Outreach 

Partnership Center in 1999, there were approximately 20,000 episodes of homelessness 

(individuals and families may have multiple episodes) in Santa Clara County that year.  

 

Contributing factors to these episodes of homelessness include lack of affordable 

housing, need for good paying jobs, flight from domestic violence, substance and alcohol 



abuse, and physical disabilities. In Santa Clara County, there are approximately 1,329 

shelter beds and 2,169 transitional housing beds to serve this need. 

 

“For people facing homelessness, necessities such as food and clothing can be out of 

reach,” said District 1 Supervisor Donald F. Gage, Chairperson for the Santa Clara 

County Board of Supervisors. “This partnership with Variety Children’s Charity is 

providing brand new shoes to men, women and children who desperately need them.” 

 

Variety-The Children’s Charity of Northern California, based in San Francisco, is a 

philanthropic organization that works with social services agencies through grants of 

money, transportation, special events and volunteers.  

 

“The Heart and Sole campaign and the new partnership with the County is a natural 

match for Variety,” said Ellen Goodman, Executive Director for Variety-The Children’s 

Charity of Northern California. “By combining efforts, Variety is able to fulfill its 

mission and reach 500 new individuals in dire need of relief.” 

 

One of the fastest growing segments of the homeless population is families with children. 

A survey of 25 U.S. cities, conducted by the U.S. Conference of Mayors in 2000, found 

that families with children accounted for 36 percent of the homeless population. 

 

InnVision’s Georgia Travis Center provides weekday support to homeless women and 

children through practical needs such as showers, laundry facilities, breakfast and lunch, 

hygiene supplies, lockers, health care, case management, and information and referral to 

other community services.  

 

"One of the most important aspects of Heart and Sole is that it shows what positive things 

can happen when the private sector, public agencies and non-profits work in partnership,” 

said Christine Burroughs, Executive Director for InnVision. “This is a perfect example of 

the type of collaborative effort that will be needed to face the challenges of providing 

homeless services in these uncertain economic times." 
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