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County of Santa Clara Launches  
Initiative to Reform Local Juvenile Detention System 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. –The County of Santa Clara and a countywide planning committee are 

launching a Juvenile Detention Reform Initiative to eliminate unnecessary and inappropriate 

detention of youth in the juvenile justice system.  The initiative also seeks to reduce the 

disproportionate confinement of minority youth. 

 

The local initiative is being launched with the support of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, which has 

selected the County of Santa Clara to participate in the foundation’s nationally recognized reform 

initiative.  The foundation will provide technical assistance and a $125,000 grant to assist with the 

implementation of juvenile detention reform. 

 

The first steps of the multi-year initiative are to assess the current detention system and look at 

possible changes to court processes and detention procedures that could reduce the number of 

children in Juvenile Hall and the ranches. 

 

“For the last five years, this County has been committed to implementing innovative diversion 

programs so that fewer youth are entering the juvenile justice system,” said Supervisor Blanca 

Alvarado, Chair of the County of Santa Clara’s Public Safety and Justice Committee and Juvenile 

Detention Reform Planning Committee. “Now, with the launch of this initiative, we are taking the 

next step and looking inside the detention system and how fairly it works.”  

-more- 
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Santa Clara County Juvenile Detention Reform will focus on reducing unnecessary and 

inappropriate detention of youth, and address the disproportionately high rate of incarceration of 

minority youth.  A study conducted by Community Crime Prevention Associates in 2000, showed 

that youth of color represent 76 percent of all youth detained in Santa Clara County and 81 

percent of all out-of-home placements, despite only representing 58 percent of the general 

population of all youth aged 10-17.   

 

John Cavalli, Chief Probation Officer and Chair of the Juvenile Justice Coordinating Council, 

said, "This County wants to reduce the over-representation of minorities in the juvenile justice 

system and I’m pleased that the Annie E. Casey Foundation has decided to help us in thiseffort." 

 

In February, under the leadership of Supervisor Alvarado, the Juvenile Detention Reform Planning 

Committee embarked on this initiative.  The committee includes community service providers, 

members of the Board of Supervisors, and representatives of the City of San José, the City of 

Gilroy, the Sheriff’s Office, District Attorney, the Juvenile Court, Probation Department, Public 

Defender, the Police Chiefs’ Association, Social Services Agency, family and youth advocates, 

Mental Health Department, Department of Drug and Alcohol Services, school districts, and faith-

based groups. 

 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation makes grants, funds demonstrations, delivers technical assistance 

and disseminates data and analyses -- all aimed at helping counties, cities, and neighborhoods do 

a better, more cost-effective job of supporting children and families.  Since 1992, the Foundation 

has been developing a model Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative. There are three original 

model sites including Cook County in Illinois, Multnomah County in Oregon, and Santa Cruz 

County in California. Other counties that are working to replicate the initiative include Ventura 

and San Francisco Counties in California, Bernalillo County (Albuquerque) in New Mexico, and 

Ada County (Boise) in Idaho. 
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