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COUNTY HOLDS PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 

GLASSY WINGED SHARPSHOOTER (GWSS) FOUND IN CUPERTINO AREA 
Several glassy-winged sharpshooters have been detected in Cupertino in the vicinity of De Anza 
Boulevard and Prospect Road.  The Santa Clara County Agricultural Commissioner invites the 
public to attend a meeting on Tuesday, June 4, 2002 to discuss the Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter 
program and the Cupertino infestation.  The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at Cupertino City Hall, 10300 Torre Avenue, Cupertino.    

Inspectors found the first adult GWSS on December 31, 2001 in a trap set as part of a statewide 
effort to combat the sharpshooter and the deadly diseases it spreads to grapevines as well as 
several other crops and ornamental plants.  With the onset of warmer weather, additional 
sharpshooters were found in May 2002, when inspectors began pouring over the many 
landscaping plants and trees in the area.  The insects found in Cupertino were transported to a 
state lab in Sacramento, where experts at the California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) confirmed the sharpshooter infestation. 

“Our goal is to determine the size of the sharpshooter infestation and the boundaries of the 
infestation.  To accomplish this, our staff is busy inspecting the trees, shrubs and ornamental 
plants throughout this area,” said Santa Clara County Agricultural Commissioner Greg Van 
Wassenhove. 

CDFA and local counties work cooperatively in the statewide Pierce’s Disease Control Program, 
named for the disease that sharpshooters could spread to grapevines. Oleander, citrus, peaches, 
plums, alfalfa and other crops and plants are also potential victims of the deadly bacteria that 
sharpshooters can spread. CDFA staff advises and assist county agricultural commissioners, 
local growers and others as they work to detect and limit sharpshooter infestations. 

“Our efforts have been directed at preventing the establishment of the glassy-winged 
sharpshooter and rapidly detecting any introductions before they reached crops and other plants 
that could be harmed,” said Van Wassenhove.  "Researchers are hard at work developing a 
treatment or cure for the diseases that sharpshooters spread, and we are hopeful that our 
exclusion and detection efforts will help buy critical time for that research.” 



An adult glassy-winged sharpshooter is approximately ½-inch long and is dark brown to black 
with a lighter underside. The wings are nearly transparent with reddish veins. When young 
sharpshooters (nymphs) emerge from their eggs, they are grayish to light brown in appearance. 
The nymphs do not have wings. Egg masses are laid on the underside of leaves on a wide variety 
of plants, including citrus, crape myrtle and many others. 

Sharpshooters do not directly harm humans or pets. However, large numbers of sharpshooters 
feeding on a single tree can excrete enough waste to coat leaves, outdoor furniture, patios and 
other items with a sticky, milky substance.  Sharpshooters feed by puncturing a plant with their 
needle-like mouths and sucking liquid out.  A sharpshooter can drink several times its body 
weight in a single day--roughly equivalent to a 150-pound human drinking over 4,000 gallons! 

The infestation in Cupertino is the first to be detected this year in California.  For a map of 
sharpshooter infestations, please see the CDFA web site at www.cdfa.ca.gov/gwss/gwmap.htm. 
(Note: the Cupertino site will be added to this map when inspectors have determined the 
boundaries of the infestation.) 

The public can help Santa Clara County find and fight this pest by reporting any suspect insects 
to the office of the Agricultural Commissioner at (408) 918-4623. If you think you have found a 
glassy-winged sharpshooter, please trap it in a cup, plastic bag or other container. Call the 
commissioner’s office as soon as possible so inspectors can respond and retrieve the insect if 
necessary. Meanwhile, inspectors will be busy conducting visual inspections of plants in the area 
and greatly appreciate residents’ support and cooperation during this critical period. 
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