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County of Santa Clara Approves Fiscal 2003 Budget 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved 

the County’s Fiscal 2003 Budget totaling $3.4 billion.  The approval followed weeks of 

review and evaluation of services and programs provided by County agencies and 

departments.   Presenting the proposed budget earlier in the week, County Executive 

Richard Wittenberg described the current economic climate.   

 

“For the past five years, Santa Clara County has enjoyed the benefits of an expanding 

economy and healthy revenue growth.  Now it is facing a period of economic contraction 

that calls for strategies to address a deficit of $85 million, “ said Wittenberg. 

 
The County’s budget deficit reduction plan included departmental reductions, draw down 

of ongoing reserves and the use of one-time funds as bridge financing to support ongoing 

expenditures.  
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“The Board was wise in setting aside reserves that enabled the County to make these 

adjustments with only minimal impacts in service,” said Board Chairman Don Gage.   

“We all recognize that this is only the beginning, as the State decides how to distribute its 

shortfall, more difficult decisions will have to be made.”  

 

Bracing for the coming impact of the State’s budget deficit, which may require up to an 

additional $50 million in cuts, the Board of Supervisors instructed County officials to 

refrain from filling vacant positions and eliminated several positions that have been 

vacant for an extended period of time.   

  

The Board also agreed to set aside 30% Redevelopment Settlement funds totaling $18.3 

million for affordable housing.  The actual allocation of these funds will be delayed until 

the Board assesses the impact of state budget reductions on County programs this fall.   

County officials will present an action plan of strategies to address the likely state 

reductions at the June 25, 2002 Board meeting. 
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