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Board Begins 18-month Public Process to Plan 
Fairgrounds Development  

Staff directed to schedule more evening meetings for public input 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—  Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors Board kicked off a 
minimum 18-month process after receiving County Executive Peter Kutras, Jr.,  report on the results of 
a year-long developer selection process for the Fairgrounds.  In May 2007, The County Executive and 
staff began the process to retain a master developer to assist the Board of Supervisors in shaping a 
vision and plan for the Fairgrounds. The Catellus development team emerged as the number one 
recommended developer in the County’s Request For Proposal process. At a special workshop during 
the Board Meeting today, Supervisors received a presentation from Catellus and considered comments 
from the public.    
 
The purpose of today’s workshop was to report on the process to identify a developer, present the 
proposed development team to the Board of Supervisors as well as the very preliminary ideas for how the 
site could be developed, receive direction from the Board regarding ideas, concerns, issues to be 
considered as the project moves forward, and hear from the public.  At the Board of Supervisors meeting 
on Sept. 9, Supervisors are expected to consider authorizing staff to enter into an Exclusive Negotiating 
Agreement (ENA) with Catellus.  
 
The initial feedback from the Board was diverse.  Supervisor Don Gage, District 1 stated that the 
land belongs to the public and it is important that the development plan for the site meets the 
expectations of the community and are compatible with historical community uses.   
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Supervisor Blanca Alvarado, District 2, expressed the desire for more Board participation in the 
decision making process and more public hearings where people can talk about their vision for the 
site and the County can broaden its understanding of community needs. Supervisor Ken Yeager 
encouraged a development that offers the community a place to go, to mingle and stroll.  He also 
requested that recreational facilities and trails that connect with other trails in the region be 
incorporated.  Supervisor Kniss, District 5, called for an evening meeting where more residents 
could attend and express their views about the best uses for the site.  She indicated that the 
development should include areas where people will be able to safely walk and run, and where 
revenue generating uses could be incorporated.  Chairperson Pete McHugh expressed the desire 
for evening meetings to hear more from the community. 
 
Catellus is a company of ProLogis, a $40 billion global real estate owner, developer, and Fortune  
500 company specializing in mixed-use master development. Catellus has more than 20 years of 
experience, developing several large-scale projects in the Bay Area including Mission Bay, Pacific 
Commons, Alameda Landing, East Bay Bridge and River Oaks (Santa Clara).  Catellus is currently 
building a major new, sustainable, mixed-use community on the 711-acre site of the former Austin 
municipal airport. The development team for the Fairgrounds would include The Morley Brothers 
and The Riding Group, both local, well-known infill developers that recently and successfully 
completed the City entitlement process for the Hitachi Transit Village near Cottle Road and 
Highway 85 in San Jose. 
 
“This is just the beginning of an 18-month process,” said County Executive Pete Kutras. “We hope 
to embark on a successful effort to move the project forward, incorporating the Board’s direction 
and community feedback.” 
 
In May 2007, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors authorized staff to seek proposals for 
residential, commercial, mixed-used, and continued public use of the 150 acre Fairgrounds property. A 
five member independent Selection Committee conducted development team interviews in summer 
2008.  The Committee unanimously ranked Catellus as the preferred developer candidate. 
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In August, 2008, the county hosted two Community Open House meetings at the Fairgrounds where 
community input was received. Over the course of the development planning, there will be an extensive 
community outreach process where the public will have an opportunity to share their views. 
 
The Board intends to consider the County Executive’s formal recommendation of Catellus on Sept. 9.  The 
Board also has directed that an evening meeting be scheduled for broader community input.    
 
The development team will then initiate the formal public outreach and entitlement processes with the 
City and County.  Over the next 18 months, there will likely be dozens of public meetings on the 
Fairgrounds Development project. Development is expected to begin at the Fairgrounds in 2011.  
 
“The development process always starts out with turmoil but in the end we reach consensus,” said 
Supervisor Gage. 
 
About the County Fairgrounds 
The County Fairgrounds property (“Fairgrounds”) is comprised of 150 acres of land, consisting of 
136 acres located at 344 Tully Road in San Jose and also includes the 14 acres across the street 
from the Fairgrounds proper, known as the Fairgrounds Tully Road Parking Lot.  The Fairgrounds 
proper is bounded on the north by Old Tully Road and Tully Road, on the west by Monterey Road, 
on the south by Umbarger Road, and on the east by Franklin School and existing residential 
development.  The Tully Road Parking Lot is bounded on the south by Tully Road, on the east by 
Tenth Street, on the West by Seventh Street, and on the north by existing commercial and 
industrial uses. The land has been owned continuously by the County since 1939, and has been 
used over the years for major community festivals, music concerts, the annual County Fair, trade 
and consumer shows, and related public uses.   
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