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County of Santa Clara  
Establishes March 31 as Cesar Chavez Holiday  

 
 

SAN JOSE, CA – Today, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors voted to 

establish March 31st as an official County holiday to commemorate the life and 

works of internationally known labor organizer Cesar E. Chavez.  The holiday 

will be added to the existing 11 holidays for a total of 12 County holidays. 

 

“I believe the time is long past that this county should acknowledge Cesar 

Chavez, one of the most influential leaders of our time. Beginning with his 

seminal organizing work right here in the Mayfair community, Chavez went on 

to found the National Farm Workers Association and establish collective 

bargaining rights for farm workers as well as securing medical benefits, 

disability, pension and unemployment,” said District 2 Supervisor Blanca 

Alvarado, Board Chairperson and sponsor of the proposal.  “The March 31st 

holiday will preserve his legacy and honor the work of one of the most important 

residents in our history.” 

-more- 
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Speaking against the option of converting an existing holiday, Columbus Day, 

into a floating holiday to create a new Cesar E. Chavez birthday holiday, 

Supervisor Liz Kniss stated “The two communities that have had the most 

impact in the region in terms of agriculture are Italian Americans and Hispanic 

Americans.  It would be inappropriate to make a change in holidays at the 

expense of either group.” 

 

Prior to the vote, the Board discussed the fiscal implications of adding a twelfth 

County holiday, reviewing a report provided by Administration. It was 

determined that the addition of a twelfth holiday would be approximately 

$650,000 in holiday work pay (overtime pay) for employees providing county 

services that are 24 hours-per-day, seven days a week.  

 

Countywide Payroll costs for a single day of work is approximately $4.5 million, 

a cost that is incurred regardless if there is an additional holiday. Administration 

stated that one day of lost productivity will be absorbed into the days following a 

holiday as employees must still fulfill their work obligations. 

 

“Life is about passion, duty and honor and we have an obligation to honor a 

prophet from our own community,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh.  “Adding the 

Cesar E. Chavez holiday as a twelfth County holiday will increase employee 

morale and off set any decrease in productivity.” 

-more- 
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Background 

On November 19, 2002, the Board of Supervisors approved a referral from 

Supervisor Blanca Alvarado and Supervisor Pete McHugh to Administration to 

report back on issues relating to consideration of a Cesar E. Chavez birthday 

holiday. 

 

Following a report back and Board discussion on December 17, 2002, the Office 

of Labor Relations met with County employee organizations to explore options 

that would reduce the fiscal impact of adding a holiday.  Without the agreement 

of these organizations, the County could not proceed on switching and 

substituting one holiday for another because the current holiday schedule is 

included in labor agreements.  

 

 The options proposed included: 

• Make no changes to holidays; 

• Designate a new holiday honoring Cesar E. Chavez while maintaining the 

existing 11 annual holidays; 

• Convert an existing holiday, Columbus Day, into a floating holiday 

(similar to personal leave/belief days or birthday holiday) and create a 

new Cesar E. Chavez birthday holiday while keeping the annual holiday 

total at 11; and 

• Remove an existing holiday and replace it with a Cesar E. Chavez holiday. 

 

Currently, five counties and seven cities (including San Jose and Morgan Hill) in 

California observe the March 31st birthday of Cesar Chavez.   

#   #   #  
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