
 

County of Santa Clara
 

                          
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
March 4, 2003 
 
Contact: Barbara Vitcosky Gwendolyn Mitchell/Laurel Anderson 
 Household Hazardous Waste Program Office of Public Communication  
 408-918-1990 408-299-5119  
 

Potential Hazards of Diazinon Products to be Re-Examined 
COUNTY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAM PROVIDES FREE DISPOSAL 

 
SAN JOSE, CA – While the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) issued a notice last Thursday of its 
decision to begin re-evaluation of pesticide products containing diazinon, the County of Santa Clara 
continues to provide residents with a free, safe and convenient way to dispose the pesticide.      
 
Products to be included in the DPR re-evaluation are agricultural use insecticides containing the active 
ingredient diazinon. Diazinon is an organophosphate insecticide with a wide range of agricultural, home and 
urban applications. 
 
In December 2000, the EPA announced the phase-out of residential use diazinon products due to the risk 
posed to children’s health. “The re-evaluation of agricultural use diazinon  represents an important step for 
the environment and for children’s health,” said Sharon Dowell, Program Manager for the County of Santa 
Clara Household Hazardous Waste Program.  “Not only is diazinon applied on lawns and in parks and other 
places where kids like to play, but it is also in our drinking water and on the foods kids eat on a regular 
basis.” 
 
California regulations require DPR to investigate all reports of actual or potential adverse effects to people 
or to the environment resulting from the use of pesticides.  The re-evaluation of diazinon comes as a result 
of water quality studies conducted in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys.  These studies demonstrated 
diazinon levels exceeding the Department of Fish and Game’s water quality criteria. 
 
During the re-evaluation process, DPR will review existing data pertaining to diazinon. Manufacturers will 
be allowed up to two years to develop and submit additional data on the nature or extent of the potential 
hazards or appropriate mitigation measures if necessary.  Restrictions on the use of diazinon may be 
imposed during the re-evaluation process. 
 
Since 1991, the County of Santa Clara, Department of Environmental Health, Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW) Program has provided residents with free, year-round disposal of hazardous household wastes 
including organophosphate insecticides like diazinon and Dursban as well as other pesticides.  For more 
information about the HHW Program or to schedule a drop-off appointment, call (408) 299-7300. 
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