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County of Santa Clara Launches Online 
Community for Foster and Adoptive Parents  

 
SAN JOSE, CA.—The County of Santa Clara has launched a new online community to 

support prospective Foster and Adoptive parents.  This online community is a pilot 

project and the first of its kind for the County.    

 

“We are hoping that interested families will engage in dialogue with others to get first-

hand knowledge about being a foster or “resource” parent, or adopting a child,” said 

Norma Doctor Sparks, Director of Children and Family Services.  “Often, it is just a 

matter of taking the first step to find out how to go about getting started.” 

 

The http://communities.sccgov.org/ site includes information on the County’s Family to 

Family Program which emphasizes supporting children and families in their own 

neighborhoods, team decision making - involving the families where appropriate - to 

ensure strong placements, self-evaluation to show where change is needed, and 

partnership with community action teams.  One of its aims is to increase the pool of 

available foster parents throughout the County to make it possible to keep more children 

in their own communities. 

-more- 

 

http://communities.sccgov.org/


Online Community 
Page 2 

 

Over the past decade, licensed foster homes in the County have diminished by 50%.  In 

the early 90s, there were between 800 and 900 County-licensed foster homes.  Now that 

number is just over 400.  Many factors contributed to the decline, including the premium 

cost for housing that left little or no room to accommodate foster children.  The high cost 

of living in the County has also contributed to the migration of foster families to other 

less expensive regions and counties. 

 

The moderated online message board allows interested participants to post their questions 

and comments about related topics. In this case, the topics discussed include the County's 

Family toFamily approach, as well as the specific requirements and rewards associated 

with fostering and adopting children in need. 

 

“It is a tremendous resource for foster and adoptive parents as well,” said William Delfs, 

who recently adopted a son who had been in the County’s foster care program.  “It’s 

great to know that I can exchange information with other foster and adoptive parents who 

are dealing with similar issues.” 

 

Guest experts will also be featured addressing related topics.  The first featured guest is 

James Anderson, who discusses the key strategies of the Family to Family Initiative.   

 

You can visit the new online forum at http://communities.sccgov.org/ 
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