
 

County of Santa Clara

Office of the County Executive
70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor

San Jose, CA  95110
(408) 299-5119

 
                                  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
April 30, 2003 
 
Contact:   Gwendolyn Mitchell/Laurel Anderson 
    Office of Public Communication 
  (408) 299-5119 
 

County Awards Electronic Voting Contract to Sequoia 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. – The County of Santa Clara has awarded the County’s Direct 

Recording Electronic (DRE) Voting Contract to Sequoia Voting Systems, Inc.  The company 

was one of three short-listed firms that participated in a pilot project that allowed county 

voters to test different electronic voting systems.   

 

Following an extensive competitive process that included a four-month pilot program and 

extensive community input, the County of Santa Clara Registrar of Voters recommended 

Sequoia Voting Systems as the preferred vendor to implement its new Direct Recording 

Electronic (DRE) Voting System.  In February, the Board directed staff to proceed with 

negotiations with Sequoia.  Negotiations have been successfully concluded and the Board’s 

action today keeps the County on track to meet a court-ordered deadline, requiring the 

replacement of punch card voting systems in California.   

 

Still pending, is the County’s request for approval by the Secretary of State to allow a voter 

verifiable paper record as a pilot project in the November 2003 and March 2004 elections. 

However, the contract with Sequoia requires that the company comply with mandates or new 

guidelines from the Secretary of State.  The County supports a voter verifiable paper record. 

-more- 
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The five-year contract is for $18.9 million dollars and will cover the cost of 5,500 Touch 

Screen Units and related equipment, project management, training, and public 

communication and outreach.   

 

“Our primary objective is to meet the Federal Court Order,” said Pete Kutras, Acting 

County Executive.  “We also want the best system for Santa Clara County voters, one 

that assures our voters that Santa Clara County elections continue to be fair and 

accurate.” 
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