
 

County of Santa Clara
Office of the County Executive

70 West Hedding Street, East Wing 11th Floor
San Jose, CA  95110

(408) 299-5119
www.sccgov.org  

                                  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 1, 2003 
 
Contact:   Elma Rosas     Gwendolyn Mitchell/Laurel Anderson 
    ROV Media Coordinator   Office of Public Communication 
  (408) 282-3008    (408) 299-5119 
 
         

Board of Supervisors Approve Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee for Electronic Voting 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Last week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved a 

recommendation by the Registrar of Voters to create a Citizens’ Oversight Committee for the 

new Direct Record Electronic (DRE) voting system.  This follows a decision made in April, 

awarding a contract to Sequoia, to develop the new voting system.  The action was required to 

comply with the Federal Court Order which requires nine counties, including Santa Clara 

County, to have electronic voting in place by the March 2004 Election.  

 

The Citizens’ Oversight Committee will consist of seven members, five representing groups/ 

organizations and two members of the public-at-large.  The five groups/organizations are the: 

Democratic County Central Committee, Republican County Central Committee, Voting Rights 

Advisory Committee, Voter Accessibility Advisory Committee and League of Women Voters.  

The two members from the public-at-large will be selected by the Registrar of Voters and will be 

individuals from groups who have expressed concerns both about the system and issues such as 

language or accessibility.  

 

The Citizens’ Oversight Committee will check and review the preparation and operation of the 

pre- and post- logic as well as perform accuracy testing of the new electronic “touch screen” 

voting system scheduled to go into effect for the November 2003 Election. 
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The Citizens’ Oversight Committee will serve on an ad hoc basis for two years, during the 

November 2003 Election, the Presidential Primary in March 2004, and the Presidential General 

Election in November 2004. The committee will report to the Registrar of Voters and will begin 

meeting two months before an election and two months after.  A list of members proposed to 

serve on the committee will be presented to the Board on August 19.     

 

“It is important that we have stakeholder involvement,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, County of 

Santa Clara Board of Supervisors.  “The committee will be comprised of representatives from 

organizations that have taken leadership on voter issues and have a vested interest in ensuring 

that the systems works well.”  

 

The new Direct Electronic Voting systems will begin arriving the second week in July, at a rate 

of about 500 per week, through mid-September.  The group’s first meeting will take place late 

August. They will be able to assess whether the machines are performing to the standards 

certified by state and federal governments.  

 

“In Santa Clara County, we take great pride in conducting fair and accurate elections,” said Pete 

Kutras, Acting County Executive.  “We want to do everything possible to ensure that our good 

record continues.  We owe it to Santa Clara County voters.”  
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