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County Awarded $6.4 Million in Grants for 
Terrorism Response 

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved 

the implementation of $6.4 million in grant programs to prepare for a catastrophic event 

resulting from terrorism. County funding, to be reimbursed by the Office of Homeland 

Security, will be used for purchasing equipment, providing training to first responders, 

and planning and preparation for responding to acts of terrorism, including use of 

weapons of mass destruction (WMD).  

 

“These grants will help prepare our region to respond to terrorism,” said Supervisor Pete 

McHugh, Board of Supervisors. “The County will serve a critical role in regional 

leadership, building upon our existing readiness and preparing Santa Clara County to 

respond to a catastrophic event.” 

 

The Homeland Security Grants require that local entities spend funds and then seek 

reimbursement up to the awarded amount.  The Board’s approval completes the process 

of bringing federal funds to Santa Clara County.  A multi-disciplinary team, chaired by 

Sheriff Laurie Smith, has determined how the grant funds will be used. The multi-

disciplinary approach, which includes participation from countywide law enforcement, 

public health, and fire services, enables these entities to work together to identify the 

regions most pressing needs when preparing and responding to a terrorist attack. 

-more- 
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The Task force will initially purchase specialized equipment, respirators and protective 

clothing necessary for personnel who respond first to catastrophic events. The multi-

jurisdictional task force that includes, law enforcement, fire and medical personnel, will 

be able to respond on a mutual-aid basis to major emergencies anywhere in the county. 

 

In response to the threat of terrorism, the federal government authorized grant awards to 

local governments to enhance emergency response capabilities. In May 2003, the Board 

approved the County Executive to take action and secure grant funds. 

 

The Federal Department of Homeland Security through the Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services and the California Office of Homeland Security (OHS) awarded the 

County of Santa Clara $6,344,260 in grant funds. Approximately $4.9 million will be 

reimbursed directly to the County while the remaining $1.5 million will go to the 

County’s local partners.  The remaining $62,686 will cover the cost expended by the 

County to protect facilities during the Iraqi conflict orange alert.   

 

Grants: 
! Fiscal Year 02 State Domestic Preparedness Grant  – In the amount of 

$750,922, this grant focuses on radio interoperability and personal protective 
equipment. The radio interoperability will help complete cross-band connections 
of different frequencies used by public safety agencies in the county. 

 
! Fiscal Year 03 State Homeland Security Grant (SHSGP) Part I  and Fiscal 

Year 03 State Homeland Security Grant (SHSGP) Part II – These grants, Part 
I in the amount of $1,665,502 and Part II in the amount of $3,927,836, will enable 
the County to develop a multi-jurisdictional, multi-disciplinary task force with 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) response capability. 

 
! Critical Infrastructure Protection Grant – In the amount of $62,686, this grant 

reimbursed County departments (Sheriff’s Office, District Attorney’s Office and Santa 
Clara Valley Health & Hospital System) for overtime costs incurred while protecting 
government facilities when the country’s threat level was orange during the Iraqi 
conflict – March 17-April 16, 2003. 
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