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Public Forum on Local Impact of Patriot Act 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—  Today, members of the Santa Clara County Human Relations 

Commission and the Network for a Hate Free Community held a news conference to announce a 

public forum this evening to discuss the impact of the U.S.A. Patriot Act.  The forum will be 

held from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at the Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium, 70 W. Hedding Street, 

San Jose. All county residents are welcome to attend the forum to share their experiences, ideas 

and concerns. 

 

Among the topics to be discussed will be how local residents have been affected by the 

interpretation and implementation of the Patriot Act, how civil rights have been affected, 

strategies instituted by local public and private institutions, how local libraries could track usage 

with radio frequency identification tags, status of immigrants, and the effects of the Patriot Act 

on diverse communities. 

 

Laura Donohue of Stanford University and Ann Brick of the ACLU will be featured speakers.  A 

number of other community leaders will also be on hand to speak.  This forum will focus on the 

local impact of the Patriot Act. 

 

“This is an important opportunity for Santa Clara County residents,” said Andrew Pierce, Chair 

of the SCC Human Relations Commission.  “This is the first time that we will take a 

comprehensive look at how the Patriot Act may affect residents on a day-to-day basis.” 
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