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County Government Adopts Climate Action Plan and Green Policies 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. –This week, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors 
took three strategic actions towards a greener county by adopting a new Green Building Policy for 
County Government Buildings, an Environmental Purchasing Policy and the Climate Action Plan 
for County Operations and Facilities.  
 
“The County of Santa Clara is committed to doing all that we can to address and mitigate global 
warming,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of the Board of Supervisors. “By adopting this 
series of policies, we are creating a blueprint for the County government and the community at-
large.” 
 
“The Climate Action Plan is a guide to the County for achieving its greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction goals,” said Supervisor Ken Yeager, Vice President of the Board of Supervisors, who 
also serves on the California Air Resources Board, which is the state agency charged with 
implementing Assembly Bill 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.  “The Plan 
provides an important starting point to engage the County organization in how best to embark on 
this process.” 
 
In September 2007, the Board set goals for Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions reduction that include: no 
increase in annual emissions by 2010; 10% reduction every 5 years; and 80% reduction by 2050.  
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The Climate Action Plan provides guidelines on what the County should do to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, including areas such as reducing energy use in buildings, fuel use in fleet, and 
waste disposal. 
 
The Green Building Policy directs the County to build more energy and water efficient buildings. 
This Policy not only sets broad Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards, 
but also sets a cap on potable water consumption at County facilities. The LEED program, 
developed by the United States Green Building Council, is an extensive, authoritative and well- 
recognized standard that distinguishes green buildings from other buildings.  
 
 “Buildings produce 40 percent of global carbon emissions,” said Supervisor Dave Cortese, District 
3, who strongly supported the creation of the Green Building Policy. “The County’s Green Building 
Policy creates an opportunity to make a major contribution to both local and global carbon 
reduction.”    
 
Water consumption and energy use are closely connected. It is estimated that the conveyance, 
treatment and delivery of water accounts for 19% of all electricity used in California.   
 
“Reducing potable water consumption is a key issue addressed by both the Climate Action Plan 
and Green Building Policy,” said Jill Boone, Climate Change and Sustainability Manager. “The 
Policy requires that new government buildings be as efficient as possible, without increasing the 
overall water demand of the County.” 
 
The Environmental Purchasing Policy directs the County to purchase products that have less 
environmental impact, such as purchasing cleaning supplies that are not toxic. The Policy also 
initiates a phased review of County contracts to identify opportunities for switching to more 
environmentally-friendly purchases.  
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Currently, the County is working on launching an increased recycling program aimed at reducing 
the waste that is disposed at County facilities and lowering the greenhouse gas emissions related 
to the transport of waste and recycling. The processes of extracting natural resources, 
manufacturing, transporting and disposing of products can have a significant impact on global 
carbon emissions. Businesses and residents are encouraged to follow the County’s lead and 
purchase greener products.    
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