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PROVISIONAL VOTING AN OPTION 
IN MARCH ELECTION 

 
The deadline to register or reregister to vote in the March 2nd Primary has passed.  
However, the Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters is taking steps to ensure that no 
eligible voter will be turned away from the polls. 
 
One way of doing this is to allow voters to cast a provisional ballot if there is a question 
about their eligibility to vote.    
 
Questions of a voter’s eligibility may arise for a variety of reasons. An example is when a 
voter moves within the county but fails to reregister to vote at their new address. 
 
Voters are not required to provide identification or proof of residency to cast a provisional 
ballot.  All they need to do is sign an affidavit at the polls attesting that they are eligible to 
vote. 
 
Provisional ballots determined to be valid during the verification of the election will be 
counted and included in the official election results. 
 
After casting their ballot, a provisional voter will be issued a receipt that includes an 
identification number and instructions on how to track the status of their vote.  After the 
election is certified (about a month after the election), voters will be able to call toll free or 
go online to check if their vote was counted or not, and if not find out why it was not 
counted.   
 
The increased accessibility to provisional voting and the free-access system for tracking 
provisional ballots are in compliance with the Help America Vote Act, a federal law passed 
in 2002. 
 
For more information on eligibility to vote or provisional voting, contact the Registrar of 
Voters toll free at (866) 430-VOTE (8683) or online at www.sccvote.org.  
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