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Valley Poverty Grows Since  
2000 U.S. Census  

 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—The members of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors’ 

Children, Seniors and Families Committee (CSFC) heard a report, a few days ago, that 

analyzed findings of the 2000 Census and gave an updated picture of the number and 

percent of people in poverty in each of the five Districts in Santa Clara County.    

 

According to the County’s analysis, poverty has increased 51.7% since the 2000 Census 

was conducted.  The 2000 U.S. Census reported that for the year 1999, there were 

123,814 people in the county living either at or below the poverty level.  In 1999, poverty 

was defined by the U.S. Census bureau as an annual income of $16,895 for a family of 

four with two children.   Last year that income threshold for a family of four was  

$18,660.  Current data reveal that the number of county residents living in poverty today 

is estimated at 187,824.   

 

“These alarming trends tell a story of who is hurting in our valley and will help guide 

provision of safety net services,” said Supervisor Jim Beall, Chairperson of CSFC.   

-more- 
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Approximately 142,700 individuals in the 18-64 years age group - composed 

predominantly of people in the labor force - represent the largest increase of those living 

in poverty.  This increase reflects the growth in unemployment associated with job losses 

due to the current economic conditions.  The number of unemployed individuals has 

nearly doubled since 1999, the year captured by the 2000 U.S. Census.    

 

“It is a fact that Santa Clara County has absorbed over 50% of Statewide job losses in the 

last four years,” Beall continued.  “A lot of folks just aren’t working or have given up 

hope of finding a job here.” 

 

The 13,000 seniors are the second fastest growing group, with an increase of 33% since 

the census. District 2 has over 25% of the seniors living in poverty, followed closely by 

District 4 with just under 25%.  The percentage difference for those living in Districts 1, 

3, and 5 are nominal: the largest group, 18% live in District 5, 16% in District 3, and 14% 

in District 1.   

 

An estimated 32,156 children (0-17 years) live in poverty.  Children comprise the group 

with the greatest variation in concentrations across District boundaries.  An estimated 

12,843 children, nearly 40% of those in poverty, live in District 2, while the least number 

3,323 (10.5%) live in District 5.    

 

The County estimates are based on annual changes in data for three different age groups.  

For the age group 0-17 years, the report examined the number of children eligible for 

CalWORKs grants. For the age group 18-64 years, the number of unemployed was 

tracked.  For those over the age of 65, the county reviewed the number of cases of those 

over 60 years who received General Assistance grants from the County.   

 

   (Report Attached) 
#   #   # 
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