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Government Officials, Industry and Institutions 
Collaborate in Regional Alliance Against Pollution 

 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.—The County of Santa Clara, local governments in the Bay Area, 

environmental groups and institutions are forming the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Regional Alliance, a unique collaborative to manage pest prevention while minimizing 

pesticides that contribute to the pollution of water, air and risk to human health.  Nearly 

400 participants from approximately 90 public agencies and organizations are meeting 

today for the first regional IPM conference. 

 
“This collaborative of agencies from around the Bay Area is the logical next step in 

expanding Integrated Pest Management,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, County of Santa 

Clara Board of Supervisors, who spearheaded the creation of the County’s Integrated Pest 

Management Program.   “Working together, we can address issues that go beyond city or 

county boundaries.” 

 
The Alliance will create a platform for area governments and institutions to identify pests 

common to the region, encourage the responsible use of pesticides, use alternative pest 

management practices and inform the public about the possible effects of pesticides.  

 
“We are thrilled about the response from so many representatives of governments, 

industry and institutions in the San Francisco Bay Area Region,” said Naresh Duggal, 

Manager of the County’s Integrated Pest Management Program.  “Using the pest 

management resources available through the Alliance, members will be able to take vital 

information back to their agencies and make recommendations for IPM implementation.” 
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The County of Santa Clara has developed several new IPM projects, including the 

creation of Web-based IPM regulatory and pesticide use reporting software. The software 

will enable users, within the region, to analyze and track pest management data and 

formulate IPM strategies for eradicating pests while complying with Federal and State 

guidelines.  

 
Additionally, this Spring County of Santa Clara expanded its trial project at Ed Levin 

Park, to test the efficacy of various formulations of clove oil, thyme oil and vinegar to 

control weeds.  The County also recently began a project to biologically control algae in 

County lakes and ponds.   These initiatives follow a successful project to totally eliminate 

pre-emergent herbicide use on 900 plus acres of county roads rights-of-way.   

 

“The coordination of this environmental initiative is extremely important,” said Cindy 

Russell, M.D., Director of Pesticide Alternatives of Santa Clara County. “By sitting at the 

table together, environmentalists, government officials and industry representatives will 

be able to take bold steps to improve human and environmental health.”  

 

Typically, local governments have some responsibility for pest control that includes: 

parks and recreation, public works/solid waste/utilities, maintenance, schools, office 

complexes, libraries, animal shelters, streets divisions, public health, roads and airport 

authorities. Regulatory agencies are concerned about non-point pollution and its effect on 

land and water resources. Increasingly city managers are asked to develop pest 

management plans for many different ecosystems, from athletic fields to rose gardens, to 

public housing and public buildings.  

 

“IPM began with agriculture and has gradually moved into the urban world, including 

schools, hospitals, parks and golf courses,” said Secretary Terry Tamminen, California 

Environmental Protection Agency. “With more and more people from different public 

agencies trying to coordinate IPM programs, it’s essential that we bring everyone 

together to exchange information and learn new ideas.” 
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