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NEWS BRIEF  - BOARD ACTIONS 
Board of Supervisors Meeting on August 17, 2004 

 
The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors considered or took action on these issues 
today.   The agenda and relevant background documents are available online at 
http://www.sccgov.org/agenda/home. 

 
 
County Hears Public Comment on Juvenile Hall Advisory Board (Agenda Item 10) 
Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors heard public comments about the 
formation and structure of the 17-member Juvenile Hall Advisory Board. Voters approved 
Measure A in March 2004, effectively giving the County Board of Supervisors oversight and 
policymaking authority for Juvenile Hall. The Measure also called for the creation of a Juvenile 
Hall Advisory Board.  While some of the stakeholders to be represented on the Board were 
identified in the Measure, it also provided flexibility for additional appointments.   
 
The next action will occur in September when the Board of Supervisors will consider the 
official ordinance to establish the Juvenile Hall Advisory Board, taking into account public 
feedback from today’s session. Following the comment period and final approval of the 
ordinance, openings will be advertised and candidates will be selected to serve later this year.   
 
Voters To Select Choice of Language for Sample Ballots and Voter Information 
Pamphlets  (Agenda Item 19b):
Approved unanimously, allowing voters who speak the four most prevalent languages in Santa 
Clara County, other than English, including Spanish, Chinese Vietnamese, or Tagalog to decide 
whether or not to receive sample ballots and voter information pamphlets in those languages or 
only in English. Voters will have the opportunity to select their language preferences at Santa Clara 
County polling places in November.  Now they receive sample ballots and voter information 
pamphlets in English and their target language.  The change, which will become effective in June 
2005, protects the voting rights of individuals while streamlining the production process and 
eliminating redundancies.   
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Board Supports California High-Speed Rail Service through San Jose (Agenda Item 20b):  
Adopted a resolution by a 3-2 vote, supporting State High-Speed Rail Authority 
recommendation to use a southern alignment into San Francisco Bay Area for a proposed high-
speed rail system.  The Board resolution expressed concerns that the alignment be sensitive to 
the environment and after hearing comments from a member of the Committee for Green 
Foothills, the Board included language that the alignment have no adverse impact on Coe Park. 
The proposed California High-Speed Rail will enter the Bay Area through San Jose, with trains 
continuing on to San Francisco and Oakland. This route is based on economic and 
transportation criteria determined by the California High-Speed Rail Authority in 1999.  
Supporting the resolution – Supervisors Beall, Gage and McHugh.  Opposing the resolution - 
Supervisors Alvarado and Kniss.   
 
Proposition 61 relating to Children's Hospital Bond (Agenda Item 20d):  
Approved unanimously, support of Proposition 61 is a bond measure to fund $750 million for 
construction, improvements, and the purchase of new medical technologies for children’s 
hospitals, including the Palo Alto-based Lucile S. Packard Children’s Hospital in Santa Clara 
County.  
 
Proposition 67, The 911 Emergency And Trauma Care Act (Agenda Item 20e): 
Approved unanimously, support of the 911 Emergency and Trauma Care Act appearing on 
the November ballot as Proposition 67. The statewide measure would increase the California 
Emergency Telephone Users Surcharge, established in 1977 to generate revenue to reimburse 
government agencies and telephone companies for equipment and related costs associated with 
California’s 911 emergency phone system.  It would also make funds available to emergency 
rooms and trauma centers.  
 
Proposition 69 relating to DNA Samples Databank (Agenda Item 20f): 
Approved by a 4-1 vote, Proposition 69 would require every felon - juveniles and adults alike 
– to submit a DNA sample to a Statewide Data Bank.  Beginning in 2009, every adult arrested 
and charged with a felony would also be required to submit a DNA sample. The initiative is 
intended to help address California’s backlog of unsolved crimes.  Supporting the Proposition – 
Supervisors McHugh, Gage, Beall and Kniss.  Opposing the Proposition – Supervisor 
Alvarado.  
 
 
County Executive Report 
County Executive Pete Kutras reported on discussions with the San Jose Earthquakes about 
possible location of a stadium on the County Fairgrounds property.  Talks are still underway. 
The County has the following criteria:  1) must receive value for the land; 2) no General Fund 
dollars may be used for the project; and 3) project must demonstrate profitability and the ability 
to pay debt service.  
 
Kutras also reported that the Earthquakes have indicated a need to hold outdoor concerts in the 
stadium for the project to be financially viable.  In the past, neighbors have objected to outdoor 
concerts. 

-more- 
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County Counsel Report 
County Counsel Ann Ravel reported that yesterday in closed session the Board authorized her 
office to file suit against the City of San Jose and the San Jose Downtown Association for their 
actions to impede the construction of the concert theater at the County Fairgrounds.  (News 
Release Forthcoming) 
 
The Board also authorized County Counsel to file an appeal in the matter of Knox versus 
Durazo, regarding the question on the ballot pertaining to the mandatory binding arbitration 
initiative.  
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