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Santa Clara County Files Antitrust Lawsuit 

Against Microsoft Corporation  
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara announced that it filed an 

antitrust lawsuit against Microsoft Corporation, on behalf of all California public entities.  

The law firm of Townsend, Townsend and Crew, which has successfully prosecuted 

other class actions against Microsoft, will represent the class of public entities.   

“In the prior class actions, public entities were excluded from participating in the 

recovery, even though many of our organizations purchased Microsoft products,” said 

Santa Clara County Counsel Ann Ravel.  “This lawsuit is intended to obtain 

compensation for cash-strapped public entities that had to pay too much for computer 

products as a result of Microsoft’s unlawful conduct.”  

The lawsuit, filed today in San Francisco Superior Court, charges that for at least 15 

years Microsoft engaged in unlawful restraints of trade, destroyed competition and 

monopolized the world markets for personal computer operating systems and word 

processing and spreadsheet software applications.  Through these practices, Microsoft 

violated the antitrust and unfair competition laws of the State of California (Bus. & Prof. 

Code §§ 16720 et seq. and 17200 et seq.).   
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“Microsoft has benefited from an unfair monopoly,” Ravel continued.  “ Its actions 

prevented public agencies from purchasing products at the most competitive price. We 

are seeking to recover damages sustained by California governmental entities and a return 

of Microsoft’s unlawful profits.”  

Other class representatives that have joined in bringing the lawsuit are City and County 

of San Francisco, County of San Mateo, County of Contra Costa, County of Los Angeles 

and City of Los Angeles. 

#   #   # 
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