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NEWS BRIEF  - BOARD ACTIONS 
Board of Supervisors Meeting on September 14, 2004 

 
The County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors considered or took action on several issues at 
its meeting including those below.   The agenda and relevant background documents are 
available online at http://www.sccgov.org/agenda/home. 
 
County Hears Public Comment on the Closing of San Jose Medical Center (No Agenda 
Materials – Under Public Presentation) 
Today, under Public Presentations, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors heard 
public comments from a San Jose Medical Center official about the intent to close the hospital 
and desire for expedited consideration of its application to relocate the trauma center.   The 
Board expressed concerns about the lack of adequate notice to the public on the part of the 
hospital to change from its long-term plan to close the hospital in 2006, when it announced last 
week that it would close the hospital in 90 days.  The Board also cautioned that state laws and 
regulations must be observed as it relates to the application to relocate the trauma center.  Due 
consideration will be given to the application, when it is submitted. 
 
Board Approves Santa Clara County Fuel Cell Advancement Initiative (Agenda Item 10):
Approved unanimously, moving forward with an initiative proposed by Supervisor Beall to 
explore the feasibility of fuel cell applications in Santa Clara County.  Beall stressed an interest in 
reducing our dependence on foreign oil, citing the tragedy of the 1,000 soldiers killed in Iraq and 
the poor air quality in the area – two recent spare the air days.  Based on the Board action today, 
the Committee on Finance and Government Operations will develop a work plan which outlines 
funding sources and potential demonstration projects.  (Separate News Release issued) 
 
County Board of Supervisors Supports Proposition 1A,  Protection of Local Government 
Revenues (Agenda Item 23A):  
Approved unanimously supporting Proposition 1A.  Proposition 1Acontains the agreement by 
the LOCAL Coalition (California State Association of Counties, League of California Cities, 
California Special Districts Association) and the Governor to protect local government 
revenues.  Proposition 1A, a substitute measure for Propositions 65, would amend the 
California Constitution to protect local government revenues and strengthen protection against 
unfunded state mandates.   
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Board Opposes Proposition 68, Gaming Revenue Act of 2004 and Proposition 70, Tribal 
Fair Share Act of 2004 Items 23B and 23C):  
Unanimously opposed, Proposition 68, which would authorize 11 card clubs and 5 horseracing 
tracks, and the operation of 30,000 slot machines in Alameda, Contra Costa, Los Angeles, 
Orange, San Diego and San Mateo counties.  In taking the action, the Board expressed to 
concerns.  First, the law enforcement costs associated with gaming be adequately reimbursed.  
As currently written, there are questions about whether the Proposition would require 
reimbursement of law enforcement needs due to the close proximity of gambling in San Mateo 
and Alameda counties and to cover the costs of existing law enforcement personnel.  The 
second concern is that the initiative would negate the Tribal/State compacts negotiated by the 
Governor.  The compacts would provide $1.214 billion bond for transportation purposes.  The 
County’s direct loss would be $4.1 million for road projects. Additional losses for the 
community-at-large would be $290 million for Traffic Congestion Relief Projects (TCRP). 
 
Proposition 70 would allow Tribes to conduct all forms of Class III gaming, roulette, craps, and 
any other form of casino gaming, if the Tribes enter into newly adopted Tribal/State Compacts, 
negating the compacts recently negotiated by the Governor.  This measure would offer tribes 
more games, fewer regulations, longer compact terms (99 years), and likely lower payments to 
the State.  Rather than the per machine payments to state required under the 2004 compacts, 
this measure’s payments would be based on the income generated by the machines and other 
games.  Board opposition to the Prop 70 are for the same reasons articulated under Prop 68. 
 
Board Supports Proposition 71, California Stem Cell Research and Cures Act (Agenda 
Item 23D): 
Approved unanimously, support of the California Stem Cell Research and Cures Act which 
would establish an institute to issue bonds to support stem cell research for the development of 
life-saving regenerative medical treatments and cures. Passage of this measure would authorize 
an average of $295 million per year in bonds over a 10-year period to fund stem cell research and 
dedicated facilities for scientists at California’s universities and other advanced medical research 
facilities throughout the state.  
 
Proposition 72, Employer-Sponsored Health Insurance (Agenda Item 23E): 
Motion to support Proposition failed by a 3-2 vote, Proposition 72 would provide health care 
coverage to many Californians who currently do not receive insurance through their employer. 
The measure could create fiscal issues for the existing health care system and for employers, 
including the County.  The Board did not take follow-up action to oppose the Proposition. 
Opposing the motion to support  - Supervisors Pete McHugh, Don Gage, and Liz Kniss 
Supporting the proposition – Supervisors Blanca Alvarado, Jim Beall 
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