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ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS OCTOBER 4TH  

FOR NOVEMBER ELECTION 
 
The Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters will begin mailing absentee ballots on 
Monday, October 4th for the November 2nd Presidential General Election. 
 
Absentee ballots can be requested by mail between now and 5 p.m. Tuesday, October 
26th.     Requests by mail must be received by the deadline, as post marks are not 
accepted.   
 
Applications for absentee ballots are available on the back cover of the sample ballots 
or on www.sccvote.org the Registrar of Voters website.  
 
Absentee ballots can also be obtained in person at the Registrar of Voters Office, 1555 
Berger Drive, Building 2, San Jose, between now and up through election day. 
 
Absentee voting in Santa Clara County is conducted by optical scan ballot.  Voters mark 
their choices on the paper ballot using a blue or black pen.  Once the ballot has been 
completed, the voter seals it in the blue return envelope provided and signs the 
envelope.  It is important to sign the envelope for the vote to count. 
 
Voters who enjoy the convenience of absentee voting and would like to automatically 
have an absentee ballot mailed to them every election can sign-up for permanent 
absentee voting.  Permanent absentee voting is available to all registrered voters, and 
applications are available from the Registrar of Voters’ Office or online.  Santa Clara 
County currently has over 130,000 permanent absentee voters. 
 
Early Voting 
 
Santa Clara County is also offering voters the option of casting their ballots early for the 
November Election.  Beginning October 4th, the Registrar of Voters’ Office will be open 
for early voting during normal business hours (weekdays 8 am to 5 pm). 

 
 

-more- 
Sample Ballots 

Board of Supervisors: Donald F. Gage, Blanca Alvarado, Pete McHugh, James T. Beall Jr., Liz Kniss 
County Executive: Peter Kutras, Jr. 

http://www.sccvote.org/


 
 

 
Whether voting at the polls or by absentee ballot, voters are encouraged to read their 
Sample Ballot and Voter Information Pamphlet.  Sample ballots are currently being 
mailed and voters should be receiving them soon.  The sample ballot contains important 
information about local candidates and measures, including Impartial Analyses, 
Arguments In Favor and Arguments Against.   They also contain the location of the 
voter’s polling place on the back cover.   
 
Voters who have registered by October 4th  will automatically be mailed a sample ballot. 
Voters who register between October 5th and October 18th will not receive a sample 
ballot, but will still be eligible to vote in the November election.  These voters will be 
mailed a letter with their polling place location.   
 
Voters are also strongly encouraged to take their sample ballots or letters with them 
when they go to the polls on Election Day.   
 
Additional nonpartisan election information is available from the California State Voter 
Information Guide (published by the Secretary of State) or online at 
www.myvotecounts.org, www.smartvoter.org, and www.easyvoter.org.  
 
Voters are encouraged to visit the Registrar of Voters online at www.sccvote.org for 
more information about the November Election, including registering to vote, applying 
for absentee and permanent absentee voting, early voting, and polling place locations. 
 
Voters can also contact the Registrar of Voters’ Office at: 
 

Toll Free: (866) 430-VOTE (8683) Spanish:  (408) 282-3080  
English:  (408) 299-VOTE (8683) Vietnamese: (408) 282-3097  
TTY: (408) 288-9820  Chinese: (408) 282-3086  
  Tagalog: (408) 535-3916 
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