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County of Santa Clara Declares Local Emergency 
Orders Local Healthcare Providers to Limit Flu Vaccine to High Risk Individuals 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF.— The County of Santa Clara has declared a local emergency due to the limited 

supply of the influenza vaccine for the 2004-2005 influenza season. County of Santa Clara Health 

Officer Dr. Martin Fenstersheib has issued a Public Health Order to healthcare providers in Santa 

Clara County to limit flu vaccine shots to high-risk individuals and to not immunize healthy 

individuals.  
 

“This gives the Health Officer broad-based authority to assure that the flu vaccine reaches the high 

risk population,” Fenstersheib said. “It will also emphasize to the general public and medical 

community the urgency of this situation.” 
 

The County of Santa Clara’s declaration works in conjunction with the Public Health Order issued 

today by the State Public Health Officer. This order directs all healthcare providers to limit flu shots 

to individuals in high-risk categories and to refrain from giving flu shots to healthy individuals.  
 

The County Public Health Department has issued the following based on the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines that limit the flu vaccine to individuals at risk for very 

serious or life-threatening illness from the flu: 

 Children ages 6-23 months 
 Older adults, 65 years and older 
 Individuals 2-64 years with underlying chronic medical conditions 
 Women who will be pregnant during the flu season 
 Nursing home and long-term care facility residents 
 Children 6 months to 18 years who take aspirin on a regular basis 
 Healthcare workers who provide direct care patients. 
 Out of home caregivers and household contacts of children less than 6 months 
  

For more information, the public can call the Public Health Information Line at 408-885-3980. 

 
The Public Health Department is a division of Santa Clara Valley Health & Hospital System. 
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